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important, by the founder of Reform Judaism, the most important
American Jew at the time the original Klan was born.*® Rabbi Isaac
Mayer Wise in 1855 was unequivocal about the Jewish role in Freema-
sonry:

Masonry is a Jewish institution whose history, degrees, charges, passwords
and explanations are Jewish from the beginning to the end...%

According to the Fewish Encyclopedia the Jews figured deeply in Freema-
sonry. In fact, “it is probable that Jews were the first to introduce the
movement into the country.”

The influence of the Jews in South Carolina [in the early 1800s] was shown
by the fact that they were intimately connected with the introduction of
freemasonry into the state, Emanuel de la Motta, who was educated at
Charleston, being one of its leading exponents, while Abraham Alexander,
who was honorary reader of the Beth Elohim congregation, was one of those
who introduced the Scottish rite into America.’’

There was also the occasion in 1843 when twelve New York City Jew-
ish retailers, “some of them members of the Masons or Odd fellows,” or-
ganized the premier Jewish fraternal organization, B’nai B’rith (“Sons of
the Covenant”), with its secret passwords, rituals, and insignia.®

The “Judaeo-friendly”*® Masonic order was the domain of white soci-
ety’s elite and the bastion of power and white supremacy—and strictly
Jim Crow. It was even said that Blacks may not enter or visit a white
lodge or even discuss Masonic subjects with white men.® In Alexandria,
Virginia, “virtually every Jewish adult” that was a member of the syna-
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