










CH ICAGO
’

S

B LACK TRAFFIC

.WHITE GIRLS

MRS . JEAN TURNER - $ IMMERMANN, M . D .

P res ident o f th e

CHICAGO RESCUE MISSION a nd

WOMAN’
S SH ELTER

AND

Superintendent o f

T h e DEP ARTMENT OF P URITY AND HEREDITY o f th e

COOK COUNTY W . C . T . U .

73 3 W a s h in g t o n B o u lev a rd, CHICAGO





Fo rewo rd

MY SOLE AIM in bring ing th i s little p a m
phlet to you is to defin i tely c a l l t h e

a t tent ion o f th e m en a nd women of th e Centra l

Wes tern Sta tes , a nd espec i a l l y t hose o f th e C i t y
of Chic a g o into whose h a nds it m a y come , t o th e

v i c ious
,
t horough ly orga nized wh i te- sl a ve t ra ffic

of t o-da y,
a nd i t s a t tenda nt

,
fa r- rea ch ing , hor

rible results upon th e young m a n a nd wom a n

hood o f our L a nd .

Dur ing a cons t a n t residence co vering seven
yea rs o f t ime in th e cen tra l slum d i s tricts of th e
West a nd Sou th S i des o f Ch i c a go

,
I h a ve ga ined

muc h a ctua l knowledge of th e question s o f po v
a rty

,
d rink a nd prost i tut ion a mong th e lost m en

a nd women o f these grea t ne ighborhoo d s
,
h a ve

become person a l ly a cqua inted w i th very m any of
them

,
V is i t ing them

,
l i s tening to th eir h ea rt stor ies

a nd grow ing to know much o f their inside l ives ,
a nd h a ve lea rned a rea l tender in teres t a nd p i t y
fo r t hem in the i r remorseful, hel p less , hopeles s
cond i tion .

All incidents , references a nd sta t i s t ic s ( a s
fa r a s possible ) here in g i ven a re s t ric t ly
a ut hent i c

,
a nd h a ve been co l lected with grea t

c a re a nd fa irness e i ther by myself or my
a ss i s t a nt s .

St a t i s t ic a l references h a ve been ta ken from
th e writ ings o f United S t a tes Attorney S ims ,



Ch ic a g o
’

s
’

B /a c h Tmfi c in LV/z z
’

te Girls

Rev . Ernes t A . B el l a nd others enga ged in p rose
c u ting a nd reform work

,
a ll o f w h om I t h a n k

s incerely a nd wish wel l in wh a t t hey a re a ecom

plis h ing for good where it i s so despera tel y
needed in th i s submerged underworld of o ur c ity .

So in br ing ing t h is eigh th ed i tion o fCH ICA

G o
’
s B LACK TRAF F IC IN WH ITE GIRL S t o yo u ,

a

p a rt of which h a s a lrea dy been publ i shed under
th e t itle of CH ICAGO ’

S SOUL MARKET
,
it i s th e

a im o f t h e wri ter to give more t hough t a nd t ime
to rea l , exis ting condi t ions—descript ions a nd

a ctua l fa cts rela tive t o public prosti tu t ion a nd

i t s a t tend a nt frightful results
,
ra ther th a n to such

m a tter a s inc ident s , c a ses ,
”
etc . , knowledge o f

w h ich c a n usua l ly be a cqu i red by s imply rea d ing
th e d a ily pres s of Chic a go o r New York . All
descr i ptions , s t a t is tics a nd photogra ph s a re

ta ken by th e a uthor from a c tu a l cont a ct w i th th e

g rea t underworld a nd quoted with na mes
,
da tes

,

etc . ,
o f those concerned a nd a re a b solutely

a uthentic .

We
,
together w i th thousa nd s of oth ers

editors
,
legisl a tors

,
club women

,
minis ters a nd

everybody el se who h a s th e wel fa re o f th e g i rl
hood o f our L a nd a t hea rt

,
bel ieve th a t th e t ime

for p rudery a nd concea lment i s p a st a nd th a t
honest m en a nd women should know wh a t there
i s to know a bout this t horoughly orga nized ,
sol idly fina nced system of White Sl a very flo uris h
ing a nd grow ing in Americ a to -da y—a system
which control s a nd ru ins hundreds of thous a nds
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o f women in o ur m i d st every yea r a nd wh i ch
requires a cons t a nt s a crifice o f more t h a n sixty
thousa nd voung g i rl s a nnu a l ly to feed its dea t h
a nd d i sea se dea l ing ma ch inery .

Most people t h ink o fh a rlot ry o rprostitut ion a s
something sec ret— something to be kept from th e
publ i c eye , something to be a sh a med of . Not

so to th e grea t throng of Chica go whore-mongers .

Everything t h a t c a n b e done to a ttra ct a ttention
a nd custom is done by th e fiv e thou s a nd m en

a nd hund red s of hideous
,
brut i sh m a d a m s wh o

in this city explo i t th e bod ies a nd l ive o ff th e

ea rnings o f t h irt y t hous a nd publ i c women in

o ur m idst . Th e twenty - seven hundred (quoting
fro m a sta tement of Chief o f Police S tewa rt )
houses o f il l- fa me here a re conducted with a s

much publ icity a nd a d vert i sing a s th e grocery

o r mea t m a rket nea rby . E a ch a dj o ining a nd

nea rby sa loon , w i t h i t s wine rooms a nd boo th s ,
i s a n a d vert is ing a nd recruit ing a gency ; th e

wa rd politic i a n
,
th e officers o n th e bea t , th e

common “ pimp a nd th e recognized whore
m o ngers

,
work h a rmoniously toget her to explo i t.

t his v a s t busines s .

Reckoning th e number o f Wh i te Sla ves in
Ch i c a go a t t h i rty t housa nd

,
a nd th e a vera ge

number o f m en entert a ined by ea ch o f these
unfortun a te women n ightly a t five ( a very low
a vera ge ) wi th a n a vera ge per m a n of o ne doll a r ,
there i s poured monthly Fo ur Millio n Five
Hundred Th o u s a nd Do lla rs , blood money , into
th e c o fiers o f these

'

huma n dea lers—a s th e

rent a l fo r profit of th e bodies of our America n
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girl a nd h er a l ien s i ster who h a s been merc i lessly
t ra pped, lured from h er home a nd sold into t h e

g rea t fes tering cesspool , without th e s l igh test
knowledge o f our customs a nd l a ws

,
a nd ru ined

forever .

New York C i ty is th e grea t ea s tern hea d
qu a rters a nd westwa rd shipping po int fo r Or i
enta l a nd Europea n White Sl a ves . M a rk t his

s t a tement

Seventeen h undred g irls , by a c tua l c o unt
,
were lo s t

o n th ewayfro m New Yo rh to Ch ic a g o la s tyea r, a c c o rding
to a n inves tig a tio n now being m a de by th e Co m m is s io ner

of Im m ig ra tio n . So m eh ow th es eg irls were spirited a way
fro m th e c a re of th e a g ents to wh o m th ey were entrus ted

a nd were never s een no r h ea rd of a g a in .

Isn ’ t th a t a n a pp a l l ing fa ct$ for fa c t it is
seventeen hund red girl s lost a nd gone forever
jus t from this o ne line of t ra vel a lone a nd in

jus t o ne yea r $ These girl s , who c a me to th i s
Country to better themselves

,
t o ma ke a n honest

l iv ing
,
broken a nd ro t t ing to-da y behind bol t s

a nd b a rs in some of o ur cit ies ’ foul dives , o r

el se shipped on a nd o n unti l a t l a st in some
Chinese underground cel la r o r under th e l a sh o f

a South Amer i ca n or Philippine whore-m a ster
Dea th a t l a st comes to th e rescue .

Plea se remember , a s you rea d t his , th a t
Americ a is becoming more a nd more nu -Ameri

c a n every da y. E a ch sh ip
,
ea ch tra in West

wa rd o r E a stwa rd bound , is new d a ily dumping
into our L a nd

,
so la tel y th e goa l of th e home

seeker from Germ a ny
,
Sweden , Irel a nd , etc .

,
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th e rea l fu ture c i t i zen—thous a nds o f th e scum

a nd v ice a nd crimina l element o f Sout h E a stern
Europe

,
Asia a nd th e Orient

,
a nd remember

to o th a t a short five-yea rs of residence here c o n

verts t h e filth ies t crim ina l from Turkey , Ara bia ,

Syr i a
,
Ita ly

,
or o f a ny pl a ce el se where vice a nd

brut a lity reign supreme
,
into a n America n

ci tizen with th e right to vote into office m en

who wil l a nd a re sworn to p rotect a nd a id in

every possible wa y th e
‘Jewis h

,
Russ i a n , French

o r Ch inese wh ore-m a ster a s h e rents a sh a nty
a nd proceeds to fa tten on th e very l ife-blood o f

th e young g irl hood of this a nd o ther l a nds .

JEAN TURNER-$ IMMERMANN
,
M . D .



T h e “
P ro tec ted Wh ite Sla v e

Tra ffic .

Open pros ti tu t io n—Wh i te S l a very
,
a s it ex i s t s

to-da yin Chic a go , is a lmost entirely under fo reig n
control . Of th e twenty - seven hund red houses
o f il l-fa me in Ch i c a go , a very l a rge percent a ge
a re owned a nd control led by fore igners from
Southea stern Europe. wh i le a lm ost without
excep t ion a ll Levee a nd White S la ve resort s in
th e segreg a ted d istrict s a re under th e d i rec t
ownership of t h e m ora l a nd civic degenera tes o f
th e French

,
Ita lia n

,
Syri a n ,

Ru s s i a n
,
Jew i sh

o r Chinese ra ces— on c e in a grea t wh i le you m a y

find a Germa n or Swed ish whore-m a s ter , but
very seldom— a n Americ a n o r a n Eng l i shma n
conduct ing su ch a business is a lm o st entirel y
unknown . Americ a n m en ra i se th e g i rlhood ,
m a ke th e l a ws a nd elec t th e offic i a l s whereby
this bloody business m a y be c a rr ied o n a nd

exploi ted by a fo a ming p a ck o f foreign hel l

hounds , wh o a fter their work o f dea t h i s a c c o m

plis h ed a nd the i r coffers fil led ,
go home t o t heir

South Europe or Turk i sh h a unts w i th t he i r blood
a nd soul money , to l ives o f filth a nd id leness in
their own l a nds .

I a ppea l in th e na me o f Jehova h , t o th e

Church
,
to th e women ’ s clubs

,
to th e l a bor

federa tions a nd a ll honora ble Jews a nd ot h ers o f

foreign birth who h a ve come to Americ a fo r a

home a nd a decent
,
honora ble l iving , t o a id in
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every possible wa y th e g rea t work now going
o n t o era d i ca te segrega ted ,

pro tec ted Whi te
S l a very from our L a nd .

E$ TRACTS F ROM TH E DAILY PAPER S

$ uoting from th e D a ily Pres s
,
M a y4 , rega rd

ing th e recent inves t iga t i ons in New York con
cerning th e question of Wh i te S l a very by th e
Rockefel ler j ury ( which a f ter buy ing two g i rl s
themsel ves , l a ter decl a red ,

“ there i s no tra ffi c
in women in New

H a rry L evenso n ,
t h e a c k no wled g ed tra der o f

w o men wh o i s in th e T o mbs under ba i l
,

m a de a s t a rt l ing c o n fess i o n t o th e D istr i c t A t t o rney
to -n i g ht , g i v i ng n a mes o f m en a nd w o men wh o se
so le o c c u p a t i o n i s dea l i ng in un fo r tun a tes .

I k no w o f three p l a c es in NewY o rk ,
Levenso n

sa i d
,

“where five to ten g irl s a re k ep t c o ns ta nt ly a t

h a nd fo r sa l e . A t a ny h o ur o f th e da y o r n i g h t o ne
o f them , two o r t h e wh o le ten

,
c a n b e b o u g h t by a ny

o ne w i th t h e m o ney to pa y fo r them . They c a n b e

sh i p ped a nywhere a t a n h o u r ’s no t i c e .

G IVES H INT ON ARRESTS

T h e tra der g a ve to M r . Wh i tm a n th e a ddresses
o f t h e three p l a c es , wh i c h a re k no wn a s st o c k a des .

H e a lso m a de su g g es t i o ns a s to h o w t he ir o pera t o rs
m i g h t b e a pprehended .

M o re th a n th a t , L evenso n t o l d h o w th e fina nc i a l
a rra ng emen t s o f th e sa les a re m a de a nd h o w rec ru i ts
a re o b t a ined .

A g en t s a re c o n t inu a l ly a t w o rk o b t a in ing y o ung
g ir l s , th e pr i so ner s a i d . T h e s l a ve se l lers do no t



1 2 Ch ic a g o
’

s B la c le Trafi c in Wh ite Girls

w a n t h a rdened w o men ,
h e ex p l a ined ; they w a n t

pre t ty ,
i mm a ture g i r ls . T h e a g en t s a re g enera l ly

we l l dressed w o men wh o i ng ra t i a te themse l ves w i th
the ir c h i l d ish v i c t i ms a t m a t inees a nd m o v ing - p i c tu re
sh o ws , a nd by d in ing them a nd p a in t ing ro sy
p i c tures o f a l i fe o f ea se ,

win them a w a y fro m
the i r h o mes o r t he ir i l l -pa i d p o s i t i o ns .

When there i s a c a l l fo r g i r l s , L evenso n c o n

t inned ,

“
th e buyer h a nds o ver t h e m o ney p a i d fo r

them t o t h e k eeper . Then a n a g en t— t hese a re

usu a l ly m en— t a k e th e g irl s t o wherever th e “
o rder

”

c o mes fro m . T hese a g en t s then c o l l ec t 1 0 per c en t
o f th e g i r l

’s wee k ly ea rn ing s .

$uot ing from t h e Na t iona l Proh ib i t ion i st
,

M a y 1 2 :

THE SLAVE TRADE AND THE VOT ER
T h e Ch r i st i a n v o ter wh o rea ds , a nd rea ds w i th

bl o o d b o i l ing , a s t h e b l o o d o f every h o nest m a n

mus t
,
th e sh a me fu l st o ry o f th e ex po sure o f th e

tra ffi c in g irls es pe c ia llv in New Y o rk
,
must n o t

a l l o w h i s i m a g i na t i o n to run a w a y w i th h i s rea so n ing
fa c u l t ies .

Awfu l a s th e s t o ry i s
,
we inv i te a t ten t i o n , no t t o

i ts h o rro r— th e h o rro r o f herds o f l i t t l e g irls so l d a t

a per
-hea d pr i c e be l o w t h e v a l ue o f p i g s —b u t to t h e

pra c t i c a l ques t i o ns o f resp o ns i b i l i ty a nd c ure .

Wh y d o es th i s infa m v ex i s t in o ur c i t ies $

H o w c a n i t ex is t $

Wh o i s resp o ns i b le $

T h e a nswers a ll c o me t o o ne p o in t— th e g o vern
men ts th a t ru le o ur c i t ies .

T h e b l a c k a nd wh i te wre t c hes wh o a re t h e i mme

d i a te a g en t s o f v i c e a re h a rd ly w o rt h c o ns i der ing .



Ch ic a g o
'

s B la c /e Trafi c in l/Vh ite Girls 1 3

T hey a re m ere i nc i den ts . Pra c t i c a l ly i t is a w a ste
o f t i me to even pro sec u te them .

T h e tra i l o f th e rea l c r i m ina l lea ds in t o th e

p o l i c e hea dqua rters , l ea ds up t h e s teps o f th e c i ty
h a l l

, g o es a c ro ss t h e thresh o l d o f th e m a yo r
’

s pr i v a te
o ffi c e , en ters t h e h o m es o fChr i st i a n c i t i zens a ndlies
bro a d th ro u g h t h e d o o rs o f t h e c hurc h .

F o r t h i s in fa my o f t h e sa le o f inno c en t g i r ls fo r
v i c e a nd t h e who le w i der , deeper, fo u ler v i c e system
is a p a r t o f g o vernmen t a l p o l i c y , no t in New Y o rk
a nd Ch i c a g o a l o ne

,
b u t a ll o ver th e C o un try , u nder

Republ i c a n a nd Dem o c r a t i c a dm in is tra t i o n .

T h e very d istr i c t a t t o rney's o ffi c e th a t exp o ses
these p a rt i c u l a r ins t a nc es o f c r i me i s o ne o f t h e

s tro n g p i l l a rs o f th e system o f wh i c h t h e c r i me i s
o n ly a n o u t c ro pp ing .

E ven no w t here i s no t a v o i c e l i fted in o ffi c i a l
Ch i c a g o a nd NewY o rk in fa v o r o f d o ing th e o ne

th ing th a t a l o ne c a n s t o p t h e s a le o f g irl s , th e one

t h ing th a t th e la w c lea r ly presc r i bes in th e m a t ter
w i p ing o u t th e v i c e preserves , s t o pp in g th e wh o le
system o f tra de in v i c e . T h is fa c t needs to b e

burned deep ly in t o th e hea rts o fAmer i c a n v o ters :
If yo u wa n t th is th in g to g o o n , ifyo u wa n t little

g irls s till to be b o u g h t a nd s o ld lik e p ig s , if yo u

wa n t p u re yo un g lives to b e o verwh elm ed in

fa th o m les s s h a m e , a ll yo u need to do to h elp k eep
u p th e sys tem is to k eep o n v o tin g fo r m en wh o

p ro tec t th es e c rim in a ls .

$ uoting from Mc Clure
’
s (July ) M a ga zine

concerning th e recent invest iga t ion of th e White
Sl a ve tra de in New York Ci ty by a spec i a l l y
a ppo inted jury :

In o rder to est a bl i sh th e ex i stenc e o f th e Wh i te
S l a ve tra fii c Ass ist a n t D is tr i c t A t t o rney Ja mes B .
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Reyn o l ds a rra ng ed t o m a k e a c tu a l pu r c h a ses o fg i rl s
in th e Tender l o in a nd o ther sec t i o ns o f th e under
w o r l d fro m t h o se repu ted to b e l a rg e dea lers .

S k i l led i nves t i g a t o rs wh o were n o t k no wn in New

Y o r k were eng a g ed a nd pu t t o wo r k in th e hea rt o f
th e T enderl o in .

They were represen ted a s pu r c h a sers o f g i r l s .

F r iend ly a nd c o nfiden t i a l re l a t i o ns were est a bl i shed
w i th so me o f t h e m o s t influent i a l White S l a ve
dea lers . B y these mea ns v a l u a b le firs t-h a nd info r
m a t ion wa s o b t a ined reg a rd ing th e Wh i te S l a ve
t ra de . T h e a g en ts were t o l d th e pr i c e o f g i rl s , th e
meth o ds empl o yed in th e bu s iness , a nd

,
in so me

c a ses
,
t h e c o rru p t re l a t i o ns ex i s t ing be tween th e

tra ders a nd c ert a in o ffi c i a l s .

Pa s t a nd presen t c o nd i t i o ns o f t h e tra ffi c were
c o n tra sted frequen t ly , t h e t ra d ing dur ing th e presen t
w in ter be ing desc r i bed a s ex c ep t i o na l ly l i g h t bec a u se
o f th e g enera l a l a rm c a u sed by t h e s i t t ing o f th e

Wh i te S l a ve”
G ra nd Jurv . O ne l a rg e dea ler t o l d

th e a g en ts t h a t th o u g h two yea rs a g o h e c o u l d h a ve
so l d them a ll t h e g irl s th ey w a n ted a t $5 o r $ 10

a p iec e ,
h e w o u l d no t r i sk se l l ing o ne in New Y o r k

no w fo r

In sp i te o f th i s g enera l c a u t i o n , purc h a ses fo r
c a sh were m a de o f fo ur g irl s , two t h ro u g h a n E a s t
S i de dea ler, wh o b o a sted o f fo rmer ly h a v ing m a de
l a rg e sa les in o ther c i t ies , a nd two fro m a s o - c a l led
b l a c k a nd ta n dea ler . Two o f th e g ir l s a re under 1 8 .

W i th ra re ex c ep t i o ns , n o t o n ly th e inno
c en t w o men i m p o rted in t o th i s C o un try , b u t th e
pro st i tu tes a s we l l , a re a sso c i a ted w i th m en wh o se
bus iness i t i s to pro tec t them , d i rec t them ,

a nd c o n

tro l t hem ,
a nd wh o frequent ly , i f no t usu a l ly , m a k e

i t the ir bu s iness t o p l under them unmerc i fu l ly . No w
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t h is s ystem o f subj ec t i o n to a m a n h a s bec o me

c o mm o n . T h e pro c u rer o r t h e p i mp m a y pu t h i s
w o m a n in t o a d iso rder ly h o use,

sha r ing pro fi t s w i t h
t h e “m a da m H e m a y se l l h er o u tr i g h t ; h e m a y

a c t a s a n a g en t fo r a no ther m a n ; h e m a y k eep h er,
m a k ing a rra ng emen ts fo r h er hun t ing m en . Sh e

must w a l k th e s treets a nd sec ure h er p a tro ns , to b e
ex p l o i ted

,
n o t fo r h er o wn sa k e ,

b u t fo r t h a t o f h er
o wner . O ften h e d o es no t tel l h er even h i s rea l
n a me . I f s h e tr ies to lea ve h er m a n

,
s h e i s th rea t

ened w i t h a rrest . I f s h e res ists , s h e m a y b e bea ten ;
in so me c a ses , when s h e h a s betra yed h er betra yer,
s h e h a s been murdered .

T h e ea se a nd a p p a ren t c e r ta in ty o f pro fi t h a s led
t h o usa nds o f o ur y o ung er m en ,

usua l ly tho se o f

fo re i g n b irth o r th e i mm ed i a te s o ns o f fo re i g ners , t o
a ba nd o n th e u s e fu l a rts o f l i fe t o undert a k e th e

m o st a c c ursed bu s iness ever dev ised by m a n .

Th o se wh o rec ru i t w o men fo r i mm o ra l purp o ses
w a t c h a ll p l a c es where yo ung w o men a re l i k e l y to

b e fo und unde r c irc umst a nc es wh i c h w i l l g i ve them
a rea dy mea ns o f a c qu a in t a nc e a nd i n t i m a c y

,
su c h

a s p i c ture sh o ws
,
d a nc e—h a l ls , so me t i mes w a i t in g

ro o ms in l a rg e depa r tmen t s t o res , ra i l ro a d st a t i o ns ,
m a n ic u ring a nd h a ir dress in g est a b l ishmen ts .

T h e stro ng es t a ppea l to th e ins t in c ts o fhum a n i ty
in every r i g h t-minded perso n is m a de by a c o ns i der
a t i o n o f th e bru t a l system empl o yed by these t ra f
fic k ers to in every wa y ex pl o i t the i r v ic t i ms , th e

h a rdened pro st i tu te a s we l l a s t h e inno c en t m a i den .

I t i s pro ba ble th a t a so mewh a t l a rg er pro p o rt i o n o f

t h e Amer i c a n g irl s a re free fro m th e c o n tro l o f a

m a ster ; a nd yet , a c c o rd ing to th e best ev i den c es o b
ta in a b le— a c c o rd ing to th e s t o r ies o f th e w o men

themse l ves a nd th e k eepers o f th e h o uses -nea r ly
a ll th e w o men no w eng a g ed in t h is bus iness in o u r
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l a rg e c i t ies a re subjec t to p imps
,
to wh o m t hey g i ve

m o st o f t he ir ea rn ing s , o r e l se t hey a re u nder th e
d o m i n a t i o n o f k eepers o f h o u ses

,
a c o nd i t i o n th a t i s

pra c t i c a l ly th e s a me .

I t i s th e bu s iness o f t h e m a n wh o c o n tro l s th e
w o m en to p ro v i de p o l i c e p ro tec t i o n , e i ther by
br i b in g th e p o l i c e n o t to a rrest h er

, o r, in c a se o f

a rres t , to sec u re ba i l , pa y t h e fine
,
etc .

,
to m a k e a ll

bus iness a rra ng emen ts , to dec i de wh a t st reets , res

t a u ra n t s
,
d a nc e-h a l ls

,
sa l o o ns a nd s i m i l a r p l a c es s h e

sh a l l frequ en t .
There a re l a rg e numbers o f Jews sc a t tered

thro u g h o u t t h e Un i ted S t a tes , a l tho u g h m a in ly lo
c a ted in NewY o rk a ndCh i c a g o ,

wh o sedu c e a nd k eep
g ir ls . S o me o f them a re eng a g ed in i m p o rt a t i o n , b u t

a pp a ren t ly they prey r a ther u p o n y o ung g irl s wh o m
t hey find o n th e stree t

,
in th e d a n c e—h a l ls , a nd

s i m i l a r p l a c es
, a nd wh o

,
by th e meth o ds a lrea dy

ind i c a ted— l o ve m a k in g a nd pretense o fm a rr i a g e
they dec e i ve a nd ru in . M a ny o f t hem a re pet t y
th ieves , p i c k p o c k e t s a nd g a mblers . T hey a l so h a ve
v a r i o u s reso rts where th ev mee t a nd rec e i ve the i r
m a i l , a nd t ra nsa c t bu s iness

'

w i th o ne a no ther
,
a nd

v i s i t . Perh a ps th e best k no wn o rg a n i za t i o n o f th i s
k ind t hro u g h o u t t h i s C o un try wa s o ne leg a l ly i n c o r
po ra ted in New Y o rk in 1 904

,
under t h e n a me o f

t h e New Y o rk B enevo len t Asso c i a t i o n .

I t i s , o f c o urse , d iffi c u l t to p ro ve by spec i fi c
c a ses th e re l a t i o n o f th e p o l i c e to th i s tra ffi c , a nd to
est a bl ish by spec i fi c ev i den c e t h e fa c t g enera l ly
a c c ep ted th a t t h e g i r l s o f d i so rderly h o use k eepers
reg u l a rly pa y th e p o l i c e fo r pro tec t i o n ; b u t h i g h
p o l i c e o ffi c i a ls , pro sec ut ing o ffi c ers , a nd so c i a l
w o rk ers in a ll qu a rters a ssert th a t in m a ny , i f no t
a ll o f o ur l a rg e c i t ies

,
mu c h c o rru p t i o n o f th i s k ind

ex ists .
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Th e i m p o rt a t i o n a nd h a rb o r i n g o f a l ien w o m en

a nd g irl s fo r i mm o ra l purp o ses a nd th e pra c t i c e o f

p r o st i tu t i o n by them— t h e s o - c a l led wh i te s l a ve
tra ffi c

”— i s th e m o s t p i t i fu l a nd rev o l t ing ph a se o f

t h e i mm ig ra t i o n quest i o n . Th i s bu s iness h a s a s

sumed l a rg e pro p o rt i o ns , a nd i t h a s been exert ing
s o ev i l a n influenc e u p o n o u r C o un try th a t th e Im
m i g ra t i o n C o mmi ss i o n fe l t c o mpe l led to m a k e i t th e
subjec t o f a th o ro u g h invest i g a t i o n .

T h e invest i g a t i o n wa s beg un in N o vember
,
190 7

,

under th e a c t i ve su perv i s i o n o f a spec i a l c o mm i t tee
o f th e I mm i g ra t i o n C o mm i ss i o n ; a nd th e w o rk wa s
c o ndu c ted by a spec i a l a g en t in c h a rg e ,

w i th numer
o u s a ss ist a n ts .

T h e invest i g a t i o n h a s c o vered th e c i t ies o fNew
Y o rk , Ch i c a g o , Sa n F ra n c i s c o , Sea t t le ,

P o rt l a nd ,

S a l t L a k e C i ty , O g den ,
B u t te, Denver, B u ff a l o ,

B o st o n a nd New O r l ea ns .

T here a re be tween seven a nd e i g h t hundred m en

in Sea t t le wh o l i ve fro m t h e revenue fro m th e
“wh i te s l a ve tra ffic ”

,
a l m o s t a ll o f who m c o u l d b e

rea c hed by th e S t a te C o urts , i f p ro per effo rts were
m a de . I t wa s est a bl i shed by th e G ra nd ju ry th a t
t h e F edera l G o vernmen t h a s g o ne a s fa r a s th e la w

a l l o ws . I t i s no w up to th e S t a te a u tho r i t ies , wh o
c o u l d brea k up th i s bus iness in sh o rt o rder.



Wh a t a reWe G o in g to Do Ab o ut

th e Ch ildren$

Levee women ,
women l iv ing in p ros t itu t ion ,

m a d a ms
,

”
etc .

,
do no t br ing up their ch i l

dren ( a nd mos t o f Chica go
’ s fema le dea lers in

A G ro u p o f Children in th e M ids t o f th e Red Lig ht Dis tric t

p rostitut ion h a ve severa l o f them ) in o r nea r

segrega ted d istr i cts o f vice . L ike th e s a loon
keeper who moved to Eva nston to g et h is chil
d ren a wa y from t h e h a rmful , degenera t ing influ
enc es o f th e s a loon a nd its en vironing nei g hbor
hoods

,
s o th e

“m a d a m ,

” th a t a c t ive p rinc i p a l
in th e s la v edo m o f th e girl s of our L a nd , in
a lmost every c a se sees to it th a t h er children a re
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wel l brough t up , a wa y from th e influences a nd
knowledg e of pros t i tution , while h er a gents a nd
keepers a re o u t scouring th e depa rtment stores ,
fa ct ories , vil l a ges a nd count ry homes for girl s
t o fi l l th e sickening

,
fester ing

,
shr iek ing ra nks

o f th e grea t dea th a rmy of publ icly p rotec ted
Wh i te Sl a ves .

T h e writer h a s investiga ted m a ny c a ses
,
a nd

in every insta nce h a s found th e children of these
vul tures o fgirlhood in exclusive col leg es or m i l i
t a ry school s , being excel lentl y prepa red t o t a ke
decent posi t ions in bus ines s a nd socia l l ife .

Ca se a fter ca se h a s recently come to l igh t o f

women suppor ting the i r child ren o n th e fa shion

a ble a venues , in H a rva rd a nd milit a ry col leges ,
wh i le they t hemselves with hea rt s o f hel l

,
wr ing

th e doll a rs th a t p a y for these luxuries from th e

bleed ing
,
broken bodies of a ga ng o fLeveeWh i te

Sl a ves— your s i ster a nd mine—younger th a n h er
own

,
better born

,
bet ter ra ised

,
but lost fo rever

in th e crush ing
,
b a rred a nd screened gehenn a of

modern h a rlotry .

Sixty-nine per cent of th e ch ildren ra ised in
t h e va s t slum ne ighborhood s surround ing th e

seg rega ted d istric t s o f pros t i tu t ion a re ruined
before rea ching th e a g e o f eig h teen . This

d rea d ful , a pp a l l ing fea ture h a s been recently
brough t to ligh t t h rough close invest iga tion by
th e writer a nd h er c c -workers , together w i th th e
s ickening fa ct th a t l it t le g i rl s sc a rcely more th a n
b a bies , a re being consta ntly sought , secured a nd
s a crificed to s a t i sfy th e cra ving s of a bnorm a l ,
degenera te vice a nd deb a uchery a bounding in
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every l a rge c i ty . These l ittle ch i ldren , p a inted
a nd show i ly d ressed

,
a re fa st m a king the i r

a ppea ra nce in such c i t ies a s New York a nd Ch i
c a go

,
a nd they a re th e forerunners o f Orien t a l

ch ild deb a uchery . These l i ttle g i rl s a re seldom
seen o n th e street s

,
bu t m a yb e recogn i zed when

seen
,
by their deformed , bowed legs , ben t b a cks

a nd shrivel led l i ttle
,
o ld fa ces— such fa ces a s we

find in cripples a ged by p a in . Our hea rts h a ve
been a lmost stil led a s we h a ve listened to th e
terrible s tor ies of th e hundred s o f l i t t le girl s in
th e gh a stly fies h m a rk ets of Ind i a a nd Chin a who

,

by th e knife a nd th e in sertion into thei r tender
bodies o f wedges o f exp a nd ing wood

,
a re t hus

m a de rea dy , t hrough mont h s o f t orture, for th e
u s e of some inhum a n Hindu o r Chinese m onster

who fo r th e s um of a few dol l a rs purch a ses th e
u s e o f the i r s h riek lng ,

quiver ing bod ies , t o lea ve
them a fter a da yor two of unpa ra l leled deba uch
ery, dead , or i f st i l l l iving , then with broken
b a ck o r limbs

,
a hum a n s a crifice indeed .

We h a ve rea d a nd known a ll t h i s a nd wished
th a t we could di e t h a t t hese ch i ld ren m igh t b e
s a ved—bu t listen

,
do we rea l ize t h a t w i th t h e

influx into o ur m idst , into o ur l a rger c i t ies
,
of

th e v iles t , mos t degenera te m en a nd women o n

ea rth
,
thousa nd s u pon thous a nd s o f th e most

hel l i sh brutes of Asia a nd Chin a—m en who
reckon g i rlhood lower th a n th e fema le dog , h a s

come t h i s very th ing— t his reek ing , d ia bo l i c a l
cr ime a ga inst innocent g i rlhood . Two especia l ly
revolt ing c a ses h a ve come under th e d i rect
not ice of th e writer

, yet with ou t suffic ient lega l
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proof to fa ce in court th e orga n i zed , t horoughly
fina nced b a nd o f m en a nd women exploit ing
these d rea dful condit ions : o ne , a g i rl Lou i se , o n
Custom House Pl a ce ; th e other , Rosie from th e

2 2nd S treet env ironmen ts . Th e l a st n a med ,
c ut

,
t orn a nd bleed ing , m a de a s t a tement to

th e wr i ter t h a t c a nnot be put in p r int ; yet s h e

wa s by h er owners a ccused of m a sturba t ion .

B ot h of these g i rl s were under ten yea rs o f a g e .

Th e exploi t a tion o fwomen in Chica go in th e

va s t business of White Sl a very a nd segrega ted
v ice

,
i s c a rr ied o n very openly a nd a bo ve boa rd .

S treet wa lkers c a rry o n the i r nefa r ious bu s i nes s
o f secur ing tra de fo r th e

‘house” a lmost ent i rely
unmoles ted . Women sta nd in th e doors o f th e
West Side houses o f i l l- fa me a nd sol i c i t those
wh o p a s s .

At 73 7 Wa sh ingto n bouleva rd , two doors
wes t o f th e Ch ic a g o Rescue M i ssion , with
wh ich th e writer i s connected , a wom a n

$ s t a nd s
in th e door consta ntly solic i t ing ea ch ma le p a s
s er- by; boys a re invited to come in a nd ta ke
t hei r firs t les son in vice , a nd o n t h i s block a re

m a ny , m a ny child ren , boys a nd girl s . One o f

th e “g ir l s” kept by this wom a n wa s a h a rlo t

known a s -nose” whose whole fa ce wa s so

sunken with syph i l is th a t h er nose wa s a lmost
gone . T h e writer remembers wel l when through
t h e effor t s o f a fel low-worker “No-nose” wa s

sent to th e County Hospita l for med ic a l t rea t
ment

,
a nd considers th i s g i rl o ne o f th e grea tes t

$ Thro ug h th e effo rt o f th e writer a nd th e a id o f th e a g en t o f

th e building thi s wo m a n wa s m a de to m o v e a l ittle fur ther wes t.
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men a ces to Ch i c a go b o vh o o d. No m a n would
h a ve touched th e woma n .

Th e blocks in th i s immedia te vicin i ty a re a ll

th i ckly peop led b y fa mil ies w i t h ma ny ch ildren
in them . Th e fol lowing group o f l i ttle g i rl s
l ive in t heir a lley-homes wit h in a few doors of
some o f th e wors t sigh t s a nd d ives in Ch i ca g o .

Children o f th e Slum s

They s ee no sights but v i ce , t hey hea r no

ta lk bu t fi l th ; At t h e a g e of ten they a re per

fec t fa m i l i a r wit h a ll th e ins a nd outs o f h a r
l o try ,

know m a ny prosti tu tes , ma ny p imp s .

Do you th ink these gi rl s (ea ch o ne i s known

to th e writer persona l ly ) h a ve a ny ch a nce fo r

v irtue$

At 804 $Va sh ington B ouleva rd a lmost a cross

th e s treet from th e writer ’ s office , a ppea rs t h e
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following sign o n th e w indow of th e c iga r store
loca ted there .

Hundreds of th e wrecka ge of t ypic a l Wh i te
Sl a very p a s s this p l a ce d a il y

,
for it IS loc a ted

a t th e edge of th e g rea t Wes t S ide dump ing
ground fo r broken

,
d i sea sed women a nd young

girl s whose bod ies c a n no longer be profita bly
used in th e h igher cl a ss d ives of t h e South S i de
segrega ted d istr i c t s , a nd wh o must a t th e end of

a yea r o r two become , if they a re st i l l l iv ing
,
th e

notor ious women of th e n igh t who wa lk t h e s treet s
a nd a l leys , sel l ing th e u s e o f t he i r V i le bod ies
for twenty -five cen t s , ten cen ts , a d rink o f beer

o r a crust o f free lunch
,
becoming th e prev of

th e drunken bum
,
th e low v i cious foreigner , th e

negro o r el se t h e ruinat ion of every y o ung boy
who fa ll s into their vul ture l ike clutches .

In a ll Chic a go t here could no t be a genera l ly
worse neig b o rh o o d t h a n th e o ne in w h i ch th e

W’ hite -S l a ve C iga r is m a nufa c tured a nd a dver

t is ed for s a le . Wi th in a few blocks of th e fa c

tory , wh i ch is two doors wes t of th e corner of
W’

a sh ington B ouleva rd a ndHa l sted S treet
,
there

a re a t housa nd broken
,
p i t i ful los t Whi te Sl a ves .
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With in two or three blocks of th is corner ,
five typic a l White S l a ves h a ve been murdered

( bu tchered would be a bet ter word ) with in th e
sp a ce of just a few weeks . Here drunken wo
m en

,
t h e outc a s t elemen t of th e bet ter cl a s s o f

d ives
,
t ra i l their filth v bod ies da y a nd nigh t ,

t hei r sunken
,
h a l f- sta rved

,
syph iletic fa ces

s t a ring in your fa ce , seeking th e m a n or th e
young boy who will give them a drink of whiskey
o r a cru s t o f brea d in return for th e wretched
commerce t hey h a ve to offer . Here

,
to o

,
th e

children p l a y a nd l ittle girl s growinto big gir l s
wi th sc a rcely a ghos t o f a ch a nce to be decent ,
a nd fa c ing a ll h a ngs th e s ign “Wh ite Sl a ve
C iga r

,

” ma nufa ctured by George F . Wa l z .

It i s out of th i s grea t ou t l a w d i strict , th i s
va st West Side ch a rn a l house o f h a rlotry

,
th a t

th e City get s i ts supply o f girl s for th a t cl a s s o f
v ice known a s degenera cy .

Fi ve yea rs of work in pros t itu tion const i tutes
th e l ife o f th e a vera ge h a rlot . M a ny

,
before th e

t ime a l lo t ted to them in a life o fill-fa m e exp i res ,
die ; ma ny com mit suic ide , yet some l ive on ,
t heir d i sea sed b o d ies cons titut ing th a t cl a s s of

g i r l s known a s street wa lkers a nd degenera tes .

These women , who a re rea l ly only young girl s ,
h a ng a round th e b a ck rooms a nd cel l a rs of th e

ba rrel houses
,
consort ing w i t h th e drunken ,

cr ippled , d isea sed m en who cong reg a te in such
p l a ces , a nd from th i s va s t a rmy of lost girlhood
is supp l ied th e m a ter i a l for th e immora l Or ien t a l
shows a bound ing in th e segrega ted distric t s ,
where w i t h dogs a nd burros , th e bod ies of
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ru ined , disea sed g i rl s a re fin a l ly u sed up a nd

destroyed , o r in th e bes t i a l dives in which a re

pra c t i ced th a t horrible crime known a s th e

French m et hod .

S ixty-nine per cent of th e l i t t le girl s who

must
,
through necessi ty a nd env i ronment

,
grow

up inth e neighborhoods immed i a tely surrounding
th e segrega ted v i ce dis tr i cts o f such cities a s

Chic a go
,
New York

,
Sea ttle, etc .

,
a re ruined

before t hey rea ch th e a g e o f eigh teen yea rs .

Think o f it $ Th ese children know l i ttle el se
th a n drink a nd pros t itut ion

,
hea r l i t t le el se

,
s ee

l itt le el se . To them h a rlotry is in a ll its bla st
in g ,

w i thering ph a ses , a fa milia r s tory before
t hey h a ve rea ched th e a g e o f ten yea rs . Hun

d reds o f whore mongers
,
p a nderers , pimps a nd

out l a wed h a rlots , exploi t their a wful busines s

a nd tel l their v ile stories a s they wa lk th e s a me
p a thwa y da y by da y wit h t hese children— l ittle
l os t soul s they a re— th e children o f th e poor

,

looked on in pi ty t hough by o ne wh o s a id “ In
a s m u c h a s ve h a ve done it unto th e lea s t o f

t hese
, ye h a ve done it unto Me .

”

T H E TRANSIENT H OT F L E V IL .

In th i s v a st underworld a nother tra p a lmost
a s d a ngerous a s th e house o f prost i tution
a bounds on every h a nd—th e s o -c a l led “ hotel ’

rea l ly a mere house of a ssig na t ion in a lmos t

every ins t a nce . These hotel s a re a consta nt
mena ce to th e girl hood o f our L a nd—g i rl s who
come to t h e city stra ngers , a nd a re una ble to

d iscrim ina te between th e good a nd b a d. Dozens

of these hotel s flourish a ll a round th e distric t s
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o f vice in o ur cit ies
,
th e a biding pla ce of th e

p imp
,
th e begga r , th e c rimina l . a nd yet flouri sh

under complete politica l protection . We sincerely
believe t h a t th e

'

tim e for clea ning up h a s come
in such cities a s New York

,
Chica go

,
etc .

,
a nd

we bel ieve th a t we h a ve with us in this sta nd
,

not only decent Chica go a nd New York
, bu t

decent America .

CRU SADE AGAINST WHITE SLAVERY .

Thirteen governments h a ve signed th e inter
n a tiona l a greement to fi g ht th e t ra ffic in women
for immora l purposes . Th e terms h a ve j ust
been a nnounced a t Otta wa

,
Ca n a d a .

Th e l ist of countries
,
B ritis h colonies a nd

protec tora tes which h a ve dec ided to a dhere t o

th e Anti-White S l a ve Tra ffi c Agreem en t a re

Aus tria -Hunga ry
,
B elg ium ,

B ra zil , Denma rk ,
Fra nce

,
Germ a ny , Grea t B rita in , Ita ly, Norwa y ,

Sweden , Portuga l , Russia ,
Sp a in

,
Sw i tzerl a nd ,

t h e B a h a ma s , B a rba does , B r i t ish Gui a na , Ca n

a da
,
Ceylon , Austra l i a ,

Ga mbia
,
Gold Coa st ,

M a l t a
,
Newfoundl a nd

,
Nort hern

'

Nigeria , Sout h

ern Rhodesia
,
Trin id a d a nd th e Windwa rd

Isl a nds .
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Th e End o f th e W a y . Where Yo u n g G irls , wh o a ttend P ub lic Da n c e. a nd

O ther P l a c es o fA m us em en t U n a ttended. a re

Lik e ly t o W ind U p

Es c a pe fro m a Life o fP ro s titutio n
‘ is Alm o s t Im po s s ible

After more th a n four yea rs of experience ,

a nd a fter h a ving vis ited in va rious ca p a cities ,
disguised

,
etc .

,
m a ny of th e worst h a un ts o f

vice a nd h ouses of prostitution in Chic a go
,
I

h a ve persona l ly come to th is conclusion :

Th ere i s but a sma l l ch a nce for a girl
,
once

h a ving been sold into o r entered upon a l ife of
prostitution , to ever esc a pe therefrom . Inv a ri

a bly s h e is kept in debt to h er ma sters ; excessive
bil l s fo r p a rlor clothes

,
bo a rd

, dentis try, la undry

a nd a ll conceiva ble expenses a re kept ch a rged
up a ga inst h er . Sh e is under consta nt threa t o f
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person a l violence a nd bl a ckm a i l in every form

( h er owners secur ing whenever possible, s ome
knowledge of h er home a nd friend s

,
a nd contin

u a lly holding t his knowledge a s a d a gger over

h er) , a nd there i s th e ever-presen t whore

m a sters a nd m a da ms with drug s , , drink s a nd

bolts a nd b a rs
,
gua rding every a venue of esc a pe

wit h blows a nd curses a nd brut a l i t y beyond
conception . V ery fewyoung girl s enter a l ife

o f prostitution volunta rily , a nd few
,
h a ving

once entered
,
ever escape therefrom .

A WORD OF PROTEST

T h e writer just here wishes to enter v igorou s
protest a ga inst houses of prosti tution in Ch i ca go
a nd in Am eric a furnishing th e Amer i ca n girl or
h er a l ien sister for th e u s e o f th a t cl a s s of a l ien
m en who a re either excluded from cit izenship in
o ur Country by law, or who without w i fe or
fa mily

,
a re here tempora r i ly a nd simply to m a ke

a ll th e money pos sible
,
in a s short a time a nd in

a ny wa y possible.

At 2 1 3 0 Armour Avenue ,
Chica go , s t a nds a n

old tenement house filled with girl s—girl s from
a ll over th e United Sta tes—a bea ut i ful ruined
girl from Georgia

,
g i rl s from Europe . Good

girl s t hey were a yea r or two a g o ,
but a re now

th e ch a ined
,
wrecked sl a ves of fes tering vice a nd

h a bit . This pla c e is s a id to be Operated by a dope
fiend by . th e n a me of W and is exclusively
fo r th e u s e o f a cl a ss of m en$ deb a rred from th e

Un i ted S t a tes by law
,
except fo rfeduca t ion a l

purposes -

a nd m erc a nt i le interests a mong t he i r
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o wn kind , a cl a ss o f m en with whom n o white

la b o rerzwi ll l ive o r work— th e cl a s s o f m en who

a yea r o r two a g o murdered E l s ie Sieg el in New
York—th e lop - shouldered

,
smugg led- in

,
pig

t a i led Op ium p a rched Chinese . I t i s a cry ing
sh a me to-da y a ga ins t our Churches , o ur Union

L a bor a nd our L aw t h a t there is a l lowed t o
exist o n a public s t reet , in th e second c i t y in th e
United Sta tes , a publ ic stock-m a rket fo r wrecked

girlhood where t h e filthy Ch inese ,
in rows

,
wa i t

t he i r turn
’

t o ren t for thirty m inutes o f unp a ra l

leled As i a tic deb a uchery , th e bruised , bleed ing
wrecka ge of o ur Americ a n home o r th e girl
who c a me to us a few month s a g o— to th e grea t
es t Chris tia n Republ i c th eW0 1 1dh a s ever bu i lded ,
from some Europea n h ome a nd a mother , a s k
ing only a ch a nce to go to work with h er b a re
h a nds a nd ea rn a decent living .

Th e Amer i ca n citizen refuses to a dm i t th e
China ma n

,
refuses to work w i th h im

,
refuses

h im a ll r ights a ccorded other a l iens c om ing t o
u s , a nd yet , fo r th e blood profits o f v i c e a nd

pol i tics , a ll ows to b e pl a ced to h i s exclusi ve
priv i lege th a t whic h a short t ime a g o wa s o ur

Na t ion ’ s best a nd clea nest wom a nhood .

For a n Americ a n girl enter ing a l i fe of public
pros t itut ion there is some ch a nce of s a lva t ion

,

for th e immigra nt girl t here is indeed l i t t le .

Two yea rs a g o I h a d occa sion to visit 2 1

Armour Avenue
,

a
“
50 -cent house” in th e

infa mous “
bedbug rrow district .

” I t wa s a bou t
three o ’ clock -ih th e a fternoon

,
jus t before th e
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beginning of regul a r business hours . In th e
reception room o f th e pl a ce

,
a round a rusty old

stove , s a t e igh t o r ten hopeless
,
lost girl s ; s i ck ,

smoking , cursing g i rl s . Soon they would dres s
up

,
dope u p w i t h whiskey

,
coc a ine o r opium

,

d a sh some bel l a donna in t heir eyes a nd go

o n duty to meet a ll comers . Shivering by th e
stove s a t a little foreign g i rl . I a sked h er n a me ,
th e g i rl s told m e it wa s Josie a nd th a t

'

s h e wa s

a n Ita l ia n . Spea king to h er in t h a t l a ngu a ge,
I soon lea rned th a t s h e wa s a young Russia n
Jewes s . T h e house seemed to possess suffic ient
proof

, a s th e law then required ,
t h a t th e girl h a d

been in this Country three yea rs ; so there wa s
l i ttle I could do except g ive h er my c a rd a nd

tel l h er if s h e ever needed a friend to come to
m e . Les s th a n a yea r a g o there c a me a r ing a t

my door
,
a nd opening i t , I found a lost woma n

begg ing m e t o come a t once into th e West Side
“ levee” to s ee a girl who wa s dy ing . I went
with h er , a nd t here

,
in a mouldy

,
wretched

cel l a r I found “ Jos i e” o f th e Armour Avenue
resort , dy ing w i t h syph i l i s . In t h a t a wful

underg round p l a ce I l i s tened t o h er s t ory a nd I

g ive it to you a s s h e rel a ted i t to m e

I a m n ineteen yea rs o ld a nd my n a me is G ez ie
B ruv a t s k y. I s aw mv fa the r ba yo net ted to th e e a rth
by Ru ss i a n so l d iers . I s a w my m o ther w o rk o ver
t h e w a sh tub un t i l h er h a nds we re b l o o dy th a t I a nd
my l i t t le bro ther m i g h t ha ve brea d a nd my v i r tue be
pro tec ted . O ne da y a m a n c a me to o u r h o u s e , wh o

wa s e i the r a Jew o r a G erm a n , sa y ing h e wa s a g en t
fo r a stea msh i p c o mp a ny a nd tha t h e h a d g o o d
w o rk in Amer i c a fo r m a ny g irl s where they c o u l d
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ea rn a s mu c h in o ne m o n th :
_
a s they c o u l d ea rn in

two ye a rs in Ru ss i a . My hea rt l ea ped w i th jo y.

H o w c o u l d we k n o w h e wa s ly ing . I p a c k ed my
c l o thes . I lef t a ll—m y m o ther

,
my bro ther . I

c a me to Amer i c a . S o o n I c o u l d send fo r them
,
fo r

I wa s stro ng a nd co u l d w o rk —w o rk da y a nd n i g ht .
A t New Y o rk a m a n a nd w o m a n m et m e a nd sen t
m e o n to Ch i c a g o . H ere

’

I wa s t a k en fro m th e P o l k
S treet S t a ti o n to Arm o ur Avenue where by fo rc e
I wa s ru ined . I wa s there m a ny m o n ths

,
s i c k a nd

s t a rv i ng ,
a nd fin a l ly g o t o u t a nd c ra w led o ver to

t h e Wes t S i de where there a re m a ny Jews ; b u t no w
I a m dy ing a nd I w a n t my m o ther. $

WHAT THE u . s . PROSECUTING ATTORNEY SAYS

H o n . Edwin S ims
,

ex -U . S . Prosecuting

At torney , in a recent conserva t ive s t a tement
,

s a ys h e bel ieves th a t fifteen th o u s a nd imm igra nt
girl s a re brought into th is Country every yea r fo r
commercia l i zed prostitution .

We bel ieve th e a c tu a l figures a re nea rer

Twenty-five Thous a nd , a nd we a p pea l to

th e mothers a nd fa t hers o f America in th e na me
o f God a nd th e hea rt-broken moth ers a nd

fa thers of other l a nds , to u s e their persona l influ
ence a nd th e money wi th which God h a s

entrus ted them
,
t o w ipe from o ur fla g th e leprous

bl o tch o f sh a me wh ich perm i t s th e importing
in '

i our Republ i c every yea r of thousa nds o f

hel p less g i rl s to be ground up in th e murder
mil l s of th e segrega ted h a rlo try o f such d i s t ricts
a s th e 22nd S treet d i s t ric t of Ch ic a go , fo r i t wa s
t h e blood- covered h a nd o f th a t d i str i ct t h a t
rea ched a cross th e l a nds a nd sea s a nd into th a t
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Russ i a n home a nd tore from' it little ' Gez ie

B ruv a ts k y a nd led h er a cro ss th e wa ters a nd

under th e very sh a dow of th e
'

Sta tue
'

o f Liberty
i tsel f and pinn ing to h er th e l ittle blue ticket of
immigra tion

,
led h er p a s t th e ga tes of E l lis

Isl a nd , o n p a st th e sta tues o fW a sh ington a nd

Jefferson
,
of Lincoln a nd Gra n t

,
a nd in to th e

burn ing fire of Americ a n publ ic p rosti tution t o
l ive a few month s , a nd dying in a n underground
cel l a r , be c a st , sc a rce cold , in to our n a tion

’ s

grea t po tter
’
s

'

field of los t women .

T h e W re t c hed, P itiful Endin g o f G e z ie B ruv a ts k y . le ft by H er H eartle s s
, M a s ters t o Die U n a t tended in F ilthy , Squ lid Su rro undin g s
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T h e P rice o f a Liv ing B ody

Fifty yea rs a g o , down in th e Southl a nd o f o ur
Amer ic a

,
we stood a wel l formed

,
sound limbed

,

hea l thy
,
in t a c t young wom a n o n th e a uction

block a nd sold h er t o th e highes t bidder for h er
bea uty

,
h er virtue

,
h er hea rt

,
h er honor

,
h er

soul a nd h er body
,
a nd th e esta bl ished a vera ge

price p a id fo r such a young woma n wa s eighteen
hundred dol l a rs I t a ke for gra nted
a s I wri te

,
t h a t if th e hea rt a nd soul a nd body

o f a young bl a ck wom a n of K entucky , Georgia
o r M i ss i ssippi wa s in th e sl a ve ma rket o f fifty
yea rs a g o wor th int rinsic a l ly th e soul

a nd body of a clea n
,
decent

,
young Northl a nd

white woma n i s to -da v worth a bou t th e s a me .

Assis t a n t S t a te Prosecuting At torney R o e in h i s
speech before th e Il lino i s V ig i l a nce Societ y ,
Chica go

,
Februa ry 7th

,
1 909

,
p l a ced th e number

o f women in d isorderly resorts in Ch ic a go a lone

a t

Stop $ Listen : If t here a re young
women o n this Ci ty ’ s Soul-M a rket , a ndwe pl a ce
th e a vera ge va lue o f o ne o f t hese young wom en

a t AND WE CERTAINLY DO PLACE IT THERE ,
by es t a bl ished , recognized precedent

,
then

there is worth o f young wom a nhood

in th e Sl a ve-Ma rket of our C i ty a t th e p resent
t ime . In t h e s a me sta tis t ic a l speech Mr . R o e

p l a ces th e number of young girls neces s a ry
yea rly to recru i t th e ra pid ly decim a t ing ra nks

.

of
t his v a st Dea t h Army a t s ix t hous a nd ; hence ,

worth o f innocent girlhood mus t b e



3 4 Ch ic a g o
’

s B la c k Trafi c in W/ziie Girls

s a crificed from our s tores a nd fa c tories , o ur

homes o r fires ides a ll over th e L a nd every

twelve months to feed a nd s a tisfy th e horrible
fles h -m a rket o f Hum a n Sl a very in th e “ levee”

d is tricts of Chic a go a lone.

H a rry A . Pa rkin . Assis t a nt U . S . Dis t ric t

Attorney , in WOMEN ’
S WORLD , M a rch , 190 9 ,

s a ys

T h e F edera l inves t i g a t i o ns in Ch i c a g o a nd o ther
l o c a l i t ies h a ve c l ea rly est a bl ished t h e fa c t th a t ,
g enera l ly spea k ing ,

h o uses o f i l l - fa me in l a rg e c i t ies
do n o t dra w the ir rec ru i ts t o a ny g rea t ex ten t fro m
th e terr i t o ry i mmed i a te ly surro und ing them ; fo r v a r i
o u s rea so ns th e Wh i te S l a vers wh o a re th e rec ru i t ing
a g en ts o f th is v i l e t ra ffi c pre fer t o w o rk in S t a tes
m o re o r less d is t a n t fro m t h e c en ters to wh i c h v ic

t i ms a re dest ined .

In V iew of a ll this
,
i t mus t b e clea rl y a pp a r

ent th a t th e need o f th e hour i s leg i sl a t ion
w h ich wil l m a k e it a s difficult a nd d a ngerous for a
White Sla ver t o ta ke h is vic t im from o ne Sta te
in to a nother a s i t is to bring them from Fra nce ,

Ita ly
,
Ca na da o r a ny ot h er foreign country ,

to a
house of il l-fa me in Chic a go or a ny Americ a n

city . Therefore
,
i t is suggested th a t i f ea ch

S ta te in th e Union would ena ct a nd enfo rc e la ws

a ga inst this import a tion
,
this terrible tra ffic

would b e dea lt a blow in its most vulnera ble
p a rt .

One o f th e stra ngest resul t s brought a bout
by th e recent White Sl a ve prosecut ions in
C h ica go a nd th e wide publicity which t hey h a ve
received h a s been th e a s ton i shment o ft hous a nds
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o f persons
,
a s evidenced by let ters a t th e fa ct

t h a t such a wholes a le tra fli c is a ctua l l y in exist
ence ,

bu t wh a t i s st i l l more a s tound ing
,
no t to s a y

d i scoura g ing , i s th e relucta nce of other thou
s a nds to bel ieve th a t m a ny hundreds o f m en

a nd women a re a ctu a l l y enga ged in t h e bus ines s
o f lur ing young girl s a nd women to their des truc
tion a nd t h a t t h is infa mous tra fli c is be ing c a rr ied
o n in every s t a te o f th e Union every da y of th e
yea r .

It i s estima ted by t hose who should know
,

t h a t a t lea st five thous a nd m en in Chic a go live
o ffof th eea rnings of pros t i tution . F o r insta nce a s
to th e pl a n : A young girl

,
a l ien o r America n

,
i s

sold into a life o f il l- fa me for s a y Two Hundred

Dol la rs
,

a s th e a ctua l p rice of h er procuring .

B efore s h e suspects a ny rea l h a rm , s h e is lured

in to a res t a ura nt o r a wine- room
,
becomes

in toxic a ted
,
i s sufficientl y doped to become

p a ss ive
,
is t a ken to th e “ house” t o which s h e

h a s been consigned a nd is immedi a tely “broken

in” in th e most violent a nd na usea ting ma nner
perh a ps becoming th eprey o ftwenty or thirty m en .

B ea ten , threa tened with exposure , a nd, i f nec es
s a ry

,
purposely infected w i th gonorrhea

,
th e g i rl

i s within twenty-four hours a bsolu tely ruined fo r
a ll time th e police s a y. Oh $ wh a t a
whole world o f a g ony a nd p a in a nd bruises a nd

disea se a nd Hel l is embod ied in t h a t o ne word
“ spo i led .

” Sh e is immedia tely pressed into serv
ic e a nd from th a t time o n unt il dea th relieves
h er, or s h e is rescued by some o ne enough inter
es ted to help h er

,
s h e must receive a ll comers

THIRTY DAYS every month .
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This a nswers th e quest ion I h a ve been a sked
a hundred t imes from a ll over th e Country since
CHICAGO ’

S SOUL MARKET wa s firs t pub l i shed
,

a s to whether a woma n in a house of pros t i tution
is a l lowed a ny respite from service during th e
Menstru a l Per iod . SH E IS NOT ALLOWED A S INGLE
DAY. T h e a vera ge number of m en wh o must be
served by ea ch wom a n in a medium o r lower cl a ss

houseof il l -fa me i s thirty- s ix perda y. On entra nce

to th e pl a ce , if th e house be a
“Dolla r house ,

’

a meta l ro om- check is purch a sed from th e

m a da m o r a ttend a nt a t th e door fo r o ne dol l a r .

This check is t a ken up by th e girl in th e room
a nd i s worth on presenta t ion to th e house fifty

cents , h a l f o f it s fa c e v a lue being received by
t h e house fo r boa rd

,
l a undry ,

h a ir dress in g ,
etc

a ll of wh ich must b e p a i d fo r a t th e h ighest
poss ible ra tes . Of t h e rema in ing fifty cents ,
twenty-five cent s goes to th e m a n who sold th egirl
into th e house

,
th e rem a in ing twenty-five cen t s

go ing to th e girl hersel f a nd from this a mount
must b e p a id a ll bil l s for clo thes

,
dent is t ry

,
a nd

a ll other expenses . In a lm ost every known
c a se,

however
,
wit h which th e writer is a t a ll

fa milia r , th e ent i re fifty per cent goes inta ct t o
th e owner o f th e girl , h er necess a ry expenses

be ing p a id by him a nd th e b a l a nce pocketed for

h is own u s e .

Just a s th e l iquor tra de is thoroughly a nd

c a refully fina nced a nd orga nized even in i ts
wea kes t point s , m a king successful prosecut ion
a ga inst it a t h ing impossible, j ust so is th e t ra f
fic in young women pro tected in a ll its det a ils .

T h e wr i ter h a s in m ind th e c a se of Josie E
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fifteen yea rs O ld
,
wh o c a me from h er suburb a n

hom e in Il l ino i s
,
hop ing to secure emp l oyment

in th e Cit y . Arriv ing a t th e Dea rborn S treet
R a ilwa y S ta t ion a bou t n ine o ’ clock

,
Sh e s t a rted

o u t t o find a ho tel in which t o Spend th e n ight .

Wa lk ing a few
$

s tep s from th e S t a t ion
,
s h e wa s

a ccosted a t Sta te a nd P olk s t reets by a young
m a n who a sk ed h er wha t s h e wa s

“ looking fo r .

Reply ing t h a t s h e wa s looking for a ho tel , th e
m a n Thompson told h er h e wa s emp loyed a t a

ho tel on Polk S treet Op pos i te th e ra i lwa y st a t ion
a nd Offered to ta ke t h e girl there . Un a cqua in ted
with th e C ity a nd rely ing o n h i s word

,
s h e

a ccompa nied h im to th e hotel
,
where s h e wa s

outra ged a nd deta ined for week s . Sh e wa s

fina l ly rescued by th e wri ter a nd a Y . W . C . A .

worker . T a king h er to my rooms , I found h er
p hysic a l cond ition such th a t I sent fo r a detec
t i ve from th e H a rr i son Street Po l i ce S t a t ion wh o
investiga ted h er s t o ry a nd find ing i t true in every

p a rticul a r , a rres ted Thomp son a t h is p l a ce o f

emp loyment
,
4 1 Polk S treet . T h e c a se com ing

up in th e Ha rr i son S treet Munic ipa l Court
,
wa s

s o m a nipul a ted by th e defense th a t in th e tra ns
ferring o f it t o th e Cr im in a l C o urt a techn i c a l
error t hrew it ou t a lt o get her . I simp ly g ive t h i s
a s a n exa mple of h o w a lmos t ut ter ly imposs ible
it is to secure a conv i ct ion in these c a ses . Is i t
a ny wonder when b a ck o f th i s

, g rea t ev i l sta nd s
a t lea st a hundred m i l lion dol l a rs$
Lis ten

,
seventy-five per cen t o f t h e wom en

a nd g i r l s enter ing l ives of i l l - fa m e in Ch i c a go
a re from a dj o ining S t a tes a nd count ry d i s t r i ct s
th ey a re ut ter stra ng ers in o ur C i ty . Every
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hour , da y or n ight , yea r in a nd yea r ou t
,
four

g rea t cent ra l ra i lwa y p a s senger s t a t ions disch a rge
t hei r precious huma n fre i g ht within th e first
wa rd o f Chica go

,
th e r i chest a nd wickedest

poli tic a l w a rd in th e world— th e wa rd o fMich a el
K enn a . (H ink y Dink ) a nd “ B a thhouse” John
Coughl in— th e wa rd feed ing every d i strict of
p ros t i tut ion a nd ga mbling a nd unn a tura l horror
in th e C i ty—th e wa rd wi th two m i les of indecent
resort s

,
whole a rm ies of reeking los t women

,

hundred s of p a nder ing m en procurers a ndW h ite
Sl a vers—th e wa rd of thousa nd s of Turkish

,

I t a l i a n a nd Ara bia n imm igra nts
,
a nd opium

p a rched p a ga n Chinese— th e wa rd in wh i ch
every da y t hous a nd s o f women , ma ny of whom
w i thout money or friend s

,
a re l ook ing for work

,

a re unlo a ded in t his seeth ing ca uldron o f v ice
,

their only refuge be ing , when w i thout funds , th e
Pol i ce S t a t ion or th e house o f il l -repu te .

Th e horror of cond i t ions surrounding a wom a n
withou t money o r friend s in Chica go m a kes t h e
liv ing of a mora l l i fe a lmos t imposs ible fo r h er .

I h a ve in m ind th e c a se of a deserted little
I t a li a n woma n

,
G . P l iving in Plymouth

Court , south of Polk S treet . G . h a d three l i t t le
ba by g i rls , th e el dest only four yea rs , a nd wa s
expec t ing a nother child soon . Sh e wa s deserted
by h er hu sb a nd a nd left w i t h out a doll a r o r a

fr iend to fa ce l i fe a nd c a re for herself a nd

b a bies . T h e ca se c a me into th e h a nds of th e

Mission a nd Sh e wa s c a red for by t hem until th e

N. B .

—G . P .

'

s is s tric t ly a uthen ti c . T h e Chic a g o Res c ue

Mi s s i o n wi l l g iv e yo u deta ils a nd ta k e c h a rg e o f a ny help yo u m ay
c a re to g ive h er.
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t ime o f h er confinement , when , wi th h er chil
dren

,
Sh e wa s ta ken to Dunn ing Poorhouse

where s h e wa s kind l y ca red for . A b a by boy

wa s born to G . Grea t pres sure wa s brough t to
bea r upon t h i s l i ttle Ita lia n mother who spoke
no word of Eng l ish

,
t o induce h er to g ive up h er

c h i ldren . Fr igh tened a nd weep ing ,
s h e refused

to do this
,
decl a ring s h e woul d ma ke a l iving for

t h em ,
a nd lea ving th ePoorhouse ,

Sh e s t a rted o u t
t a king th e b a by a nd a noth er child wi t h h er,
h Oping soon to ea rn th e money to c a re fo r th e
o ther two .

This s h e wa s fortuna te enough to a ecom

plis h , a nd,
t a k in g th e four l i tt le ones dea r to

h er hea rt
,
went b a c k to th e

‘

little room o n th e

top floor of th e tenement in P l ym outh Court .
G . go t work in a swea tshop a nd ma de button
h oles a t a week . Sh e worked h a rd to keep
up

,
but th e ba by s i ckened a nd d ied .

'

Th e other
children bega n to g et th in a nd wa n . They g rew

hungry before h er eyes a nd th e mother ’ s hea rt
frigh tened a nd s a nk within h er . A fiend in

hum a n form , J . F c a me by a nd offered th e

h a l f- sta rved m other brea d fo r herselfa nd ba bies ,
o flered h er m a rria ge a s soon a s i t could be

a rra nged for . G . t ook th e brea d a nd fed h er

ch i ldren a nd to -da y up on th e to p floo r o f th e

tenemen t in Plymouth Court
,
a ga in deserted a nd

hungry a nd help less
,
s h e cries a nd p ra ys a nd

ma kes bu tton-holes
,
a nd wa its a nd wa its wit h

fea r a nd wretchednes s th e com ing o f a nother
l i t t le ch i ld .

T h e p roprietor o f th e grea t resort o n th e

c o rner o f 2 1 s t a nd Dea rborn streets s a id no t
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F ro m a fla sh l i g h t ph o to g ra ph sho w ing 2 - to n we i g h t
stee l d o o r c o nnec t ing so und-pro o f dung eo n c e l l

w i th bl ind p a ssa g e-way,
be tween 1 14

a nd 1 16 Cust o m H o use P l a c e
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long a g o to a c o -worker of mine who forced h er

wa y into his infa mous dive

D o n
’ t c o me here to b o ther my g irl s ; i t i s O f n o

u s e ; they a re ro t ten a nd r i pe fo r H S o o n I w i l l
thro w them o u t myse l f . G o to th e dep a rtmen t s t o res
a nd th e swea tsh o ps a nd he l p th e under p a i d , fr iend
less g irl fli ere i f yo u mus t w o r k . I c o u l d wr i te a

b o o k a s l a rg e a s th a t (p o in t in g to th e C i ty D irec
t o ry) fi l led w i th shr iek s a nd g ro a ns o fw o men after

t/zey a re lo s t
,
b u t wh a t g o o d w o u l d i t do $ They a re

g o ne then fo rever.

”

In a grea t mea sure
,
th e m a n told th e truth .

It is h a rd to rea ch a woma n a fter s h e h a s once
entered a li fe of prostitution ; for , l ike th e Infer
no o f o ld

,
t h ere should be embl a zoned in letters

O f blood a bove th e b a rred door of every Wh ite
Sla ve ma rt in America

,
th e a ncient wa rning :

Lea ve ho pe beh ind
,
a ll ye wh o en ter here .

There ’ s m a ny a girl homeles s a nd tempted ,
underp a id a nd des t itute , who migh t be sa ved
from a life of ill-fa m e if a helping h a nd a nd a

shelter were offered h er in h er hour o f indecision
a nd hunger a nd despa ir .

In th e south wa l l of th e b a sement of 1 14
Federa l Street

,
formerly known a s CustomHouse

Pl a ce , th a t congested , centra l Redlight District
of three yea rs a g o ,

therewa s a blindpa s s a g e-wa y
between 1 14 a nd 1 16 Cus tom House Pla ce , 1 16
being th e notorious dive “Th e Ca l ifornia ” now

loca ted a t Armour Avenue . On th e in

s ide, this door opened into a l a rge dungeon ,
w indowless

,
s ound-proof ( a bout 7x 1 0 feet ) a nd

it is a l leged th a t it wa s th rough th e a l ley a nd
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F ro m a fla sh l i g h t pho to g ra ph sho w ing hea vy stee l
sc reen used ins i de th e iro n-b a rred w ind o ws

o f th e ho uses o f pro s t i tu t i o n in th e
O ld Cust o m H o use d i st r i c t
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into t his bl ind p a s s a ge-wa y t h a t th e unwil l ing
V i c tims o f Wh i te Sla vers ( th e sa me synd ic a te
now Opera ting with Chica go a s hea dqua rters )
were c a rried into this l i ttle sol i t a ry cel l to be
“ broken in” by fiendish

,
brute force to a l ife o f

Sh a me.

Th e a ccomp a nying photog ra ph se
'c

'

u1 edby th e
W 1 iter g ives a t lea st a fa in t idea o f this frightful
t ra p a ga inst th e pit i less wa l l s of which h a ve

,
no

doub t , bea t th e a gon i zed shrieks of m a ny a n

innocent g i rl—your s i s ter a nd mine—a s
, b a p

tis ing t h is hel l-hole with b lo o d a nd tea rs
,
h er

quivering body wa s crucified upon a whore
monger ’ s cross o f gold a nd

,

t hen torn down to be
c a st

,
bruised

,
bleeding

,
bu t yet a l ive , into five

yea rs o f th e a wful
,
seething mora l Golgoth a o f

prost i tu tion a nd then into ling ering dea th .

Th e Ch i ca go Rescue Miss i o n a nd Woma n ’ s

S h elter o f which th e writer is President , h a s fo r
two yea rs occupied th e premises a t 1 14 Custom
House Pl a ce . Upon moving into th e pla ce we

found every window inca sed in h ea vy iron ba rs
while between th e b a rs a nd th e gla ss of ea ch
windowwa s mortised a o ne-h a l f inch steel screen

( s ee cu t ) . Entra nce o r exi t from th e bu i lding
wa s a s utterly impossible a s from a penitentia ry

,

except ing by th e fro nt do o r, a nd to bring th e

pl a ce within th e requirements o f th e City la w it
wa s necess a ry to bring a suit through th e Munic
ip a l

'

Co urt a ga inst th e owner of th e building ,
Mrs . Spie

'

gel , a g a inst whom through th e a id o f

Assista nt Prosecuting Atto rney.Oles o n , we o h

ta ined a verdict a nd forced h er thereon to put
in a rea r sta irwa y ( s ee Court records ) .



44 Ch ic a g o
’

s B la c k Trafi c in W/iite Girls

1 14 Custom House Pl a ce is only o ne o f th e

fifty simil a rly notorious dens in th e o ld Redl ight
dis tr i ct

,
a nd yet it is impossible to m a ke some

people bel ieve th a t t here i s such a thing a s

forcible detention of a woma n in a Chica go house

o f prostitution .

FROM THE WOMAN
’
S WORLD

I quo te th e fol low ing incident ci ted by Assist
a nt Prosecuting Attorney R o e in a n a rtic le of
recent d a te in WOMAN

’
S WORLD

,
i l lu stra ting

some of th e sch emes a nd pl a ns for lea ding a

girl into a l ife of ill-fa me . Mr . R o e s a ys :
“A yea r a g o l a s t summer, 1 5-yea r o ld M a rg a re t

Sm i th wa s w o rk ing a b o u t h er s i m p le h o me nea r
B en t o n H a rb o r, M i c h i g a n . T h e fa ther. em plo v ed

by th e Pere M a rquet te R a i l ro a d ,
wa s a wa y fro m

h o me a g o o d sh a re o f th e t i me . One da y a g ra pho
ph o ne

~ a g en t c a me to th e h o use a nd t h e fa m i ly be
c a me in terested in o ne o f h is mus i c a l m a c h ines .

Sh o rt ly a f terw a rd th i s a g en t bro u g h t w i th h i m to

th e Sm i th h o me F ra nk Ke l ly . a nd intro duc ed h i m
to M a g g ie , a s s h e wa s c a l led by h er fo l k s . In a da y

o r two M a rg a re t wa s o n h er wa y to Ch i c a g o w i th
Ke l ly wh o pro mised h er a n ex c el l en t p o s i t i o n in t h e

C i ty . U po n h er a rr i va l M a rg a re t wa s so l d to o ne

o f th e w o rst d i ves in Ch i c a g o , l o c a ted o n S o u t h
C l a rk S treet a nd o wned by a n I t a l i a n na med B a p t is t a
P i zza . H ere s h e l ea rned t ha t h er c a p t o r’s n a me wa s

n o t F ra nk Ke l ly , b u t a n I ta l i a n who se rea l n a me i s
Al ph o nso C i tro . F o r a yea r s h e wa s kep t a s a

S l a ve in th i s reso rt , wh i c h wa s o ver a sa l o o n
, and

th e en tra nc e wa s t hro u g h a b a c k a l ley . T h e o n ly
v is i t o rs were I t a l i a ns , wh o c a me fo r i mm o ra l pur
p o ses . Lea rn ing l a s t summer th a t M a rg a re t

’s fa ther,
wh o h a d been hun t ing re lent less ly fo r h i s da u g hter,
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wa s o n th e tra c k o f h er, t h e g ir l wa s t a k en by
Al ph o nso C i tro ,

a l i a s Ke l ly , to Gary ,
'

Ind i a n a .

When th e fa ther c a me to th e reso rt w i th a po l i c e
m a n

,
h e fo und th a t h is d a u g hter h a d g o ne . Sh e wa s

k ep t in G a ry a bo u t two m o n ths a nd then re turned
t o th is d i srepu t a ble p l a c e fro m wh i c h s h e esc a ped
fina l ly , th e M o nda y be fo re l a s t Chr i stm a s . A yo ung
b a rber t o o k p i ty o n h er a f ter hea r ing h er st o ry , a nd
en l i sted th e symp a th ies o f h i s p a ren ts wh o t o o k h er
t o the i r h o me . Al ph o nso C i tro (Ke l ly) l o o k ed fo r
h er a l m o s t a week ,

a nd a t l a st s aw h er g o ing fro m a

s t o re to t h i s h o me,
where s h e wa s s t a y ing . H e

wen t to t h e h o use a nd dem a nded a t th e p o in t o f a
rev o l ver t ha t s h e be g i ven up , a s h e s a i d :

“ I a m l o s ing m o ney every da y '

s h e i s g o ne .

There wa s a qu a rre l bv er th e g ir l du r ing wh i c h
s o me peo pl e fro m th e o u ts i de were a t t ra c ted to th e

ho use by th e c o m m o t i o n . C i tro
,
bec o m ing fr i g h t

ened ,
fled d o wn t h e s tree t , a nd a s h e ra n

,
t hrew

a wa y th e rev o l ver wi th wh i c h h e h a d tr i ed to sh o o t
t h e fa ther o f th e b a rber dur ing t h e ‘qu a rre l , o ver t h e
fenc e in t o a c o a l ya rd . Af ter runn ing two b l o c k s

,

h e wa s c a u g ht a nd a rres ted . U p o n these fa c ts th is
pro c urer

, C i tro ,
a l i a s Ke l ly ,wa s pro sec u ted a nd fo und

g u i l ty under th e new pa nder ing la w o f I l l ino i s
,
a nd

rec e i ved a sen tenc e o f o ne yea r o f i mpr i so nmen t
a nd a fine o ffiv e hundred d o l l a rs . T h e p o o r fa ther
a nd mother, d istressed a nd hea rt-bro k en ,

were in

C o urt dur ing th e tr i a l w i th the i r a rm s a
'

ro und ea c h
o ther, s o bb ing w i th jo y bec a use the ir l i t t le g ir l h a d
been fo und . P i zza

,
t h e o wner o f th e p l a c e , wa s

ind i c ted by th e S t a te g ra nd jury , b u t esc a ped to

I t a ly . Th is c a se i s t o l d to s h o w h o w g irl s lea ve
h o me u p o n th e pro mi se o f sec uring empl o ymen t a nd
a re in t h is wa y pro c ured fo r p l a c es O f i l l -repu te .

”

No ra —B a ptis ta Pi z z a , it wa s dis c o v ered, did no t g o to Ita ly,

b u t a fter a few m o n ths o f hiding . a g a in eng a g ed in h is nefa rio us
bus ines s . H e wa s rec ently a rres ted fo r s e l l ing a n Amer i c a n g ir l ,
f ined a nd s entenc ed to two yea rs in th e . H o us e o f

C o rrec ti o n .
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$ , h e k eeps a :bun c h o f
‘fi l l ies ’ in a sh a n ty d o wn

nea r .
’
th e c o rner

E
o f M o nro e a nd Peo r i a s t reets

,
a nd

re no t
,

fore i g ners , e i ther . T hey ’

re Amer i c a n
g

'

i NOWo nder h e c a n m a k e a b et l i k e th a t o n a

mere t h an c e ,
fro m a r o l l o fye l l o w b a c k s .

”

Th e . S pea k ei wa s th e m a da m of a Peoria
s ti eet resort , , th e l i s tener s , a mot ley cro wd o f

wo men g a th ei ed 1 11 t h e rea r of a popula r sa loon
a ridg a m b ling house not fa r from t h e cornerof

Green a nd M a dison street s
,
o n th e seet h ing , con

g eared Wes t
'

Side of Chic a go . These women h a d

a s semb led in t h a t s c reened b a c k room to risk
t he i r h a rd ea rned or. ev i l -got ten money o n th e

horses o f th e Louisville ra ce tra ck .

There s a t a l i t t le 18-yea r Old
,
brown-eyed

m i l liner
,
h er d i ss ip a ted fa ce hollow a nd dra wn

from worry a nd l a ck of s leep a nd a n insuffic ient
qua nt i ty of nourishing food , while nea r h er a

wh i te-h a ired old la dy in Sha bby bla ck wa s

t ightly gra sp ing two qu a rters , h er ent i re world ly
possess ion . Just a cross s a t a well - dressed
wom a n resta ura nt keeper , a young ea s tern sta r
a nd h a l f a hundred others

,
a bove a ll of

whom shone th e yel low h a ired m a d a m of th e

Peoria S treet resort , th e s ta r
'

p a tro n of th a t grea t
ga mbl ing room fo rwomen

,
ea ch o ne of whom

wa s ea g e1 ly beckoning th e wel l groom ed book
ma ker , feveri s hly a nx ious to g et h er p i tta nce on
th e ra ce tra ck fa vOrite, Wh e1i a connecting
door wa s pushed suddenly o pen a nd in ru shed a .

fa sh iona bly,
dres sed , b ru t a l-fa ced youngRussian



Jew
,
Hold ing loo sely a n im m ens e rol l of m oney .

Tens , twent ies
,
hundreds-e—h e i ic o untedx th em

unt i l three hundred do l l a rs h a d been pla c ed
l

to

win u pon a
f ic lo c k er

‘

t ip ,

” i n th a t da y
’
s la s t ra ce

in Louisvil le .

There wa s grim
,
dea dly S ilence—ea t ing , un

bea ra ble S ilence in t h a t ga mbl ing room a s t hey
wa ited th e r ing of th e telep hone a nd th e n a me
o f th e winner . Aga in th e yel low h a ired m a

d a m ’ s voice screa med shrilly out
,
fo r Sh e wa s

indeed i l l a t ea se , h er money wa s a ll o n th e

fa v 0 1 ite—“Yes
,
a bunch o f America n ‘fill ies ’

pedd led put a t 50 cent s a n hour to a ll c o m g rs ,
bl a ck o r white

,
s i ck

_

o r sound . NO
c a n m a k e a pla y l i k e,

th a t‘ on
ch a nce .

”

5 g,“
-

4 $N i

Three hundred doll a rs $ $My
$

:hea 1
'

t stood s t il l
a lmost . T h e t hought fl a shed t hroug h my bra in
th a t th a t wa g er

'

m ea nt hundred s o f h '

O1i
'

rS
‘

o f

Sh a me a nd sl a very a nd horror to those g irl s in
th e sh a nt ies down o n Peoria ”street , some

mother ’ s g irl , every o ne o fth em . I s a t s t i l l for
a l i ttle while a nd wa tched th e fever i sh a nxious

throng a bou t m e . My hea rt kept going fa ster a nd
fa s tei until I could bea r i t no long er . Ameri

c a n
“fi llies” a nd body a nd soul under a bru t a l

Russ i a n whore mong er $ I S l ipped quietly o u t

into th e street ; nigh t wa s coming o n
,
a nd I

wa lked down M a d ison a nd sou th 0 11 Peoria .

Yes
,
there were th e sh a nties—poor , wretched

hovel s , every o ne of them . Out shone th e flic k

ering red l igh t s , o u t c a me th e discord a n t , ra sp
ing sound of th e rented p i a no , o u t belched th e
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shrieks a nd gro a ns of d runken h a rlots mingled
wi th

'

th e curses o f ta sk-m a sters in a fore ign
tongue

,
a ttra cting th e a tten tion of th e h undreds

of l a borers , negroes a nd boys , a s they w a lked
home o n Peoria s t reet from their da y ’ s work .

On
,

I went unt i l I c a m e to a l i ttle Shed jus t north
of th e s lurn s a l oon o c cupied byo ne Sh ells ta dt

a t th e corner o fMonroe a nd Peoria streets , a nd
checking my steps , I l o o k e d a round m e on th e
squa lid , wretched s cene. I wa s in th e midst o f

pro s tit a tio n a t its lowest—th e hea rt-brea king
dreg s of Chica go

’ s thirty thousa nd p ublic

wom en . Yes
,
t here they were—th e fa ir young

Amer i c a n gi rl , th e stolid Russia n Jewes s , th e
midd le- a ged

,
syph iletic h a rlot , l iving , prost i

tuting
,
dying l ike s o ma ny hurt

,
broken moth s

a round t h a t grea t red-l ight—Chic a g o ’ s Wes t
Side Soul Ma rket—their poor, wrecked , foul
smel l ing b o dies sold da y a nd nigh t a t from

twen ty-five to fifty cents a n hour to a ll comers

who could p a y th e pit ifu l price dema nded by
t heir bruta l

,
sou l less ma s ters ; a nd, a s I looked ,

th e burning fire o f in tense pity entered m y s oul

for these drug a nd drink- s odden , disea s ed a nd

ch a ined sl a ves—m y Sisters in Christ a nd this
grea t

,
free America n Republ ic , a nd s o , wit h a

hea rt-consuming desire to know more of th e

l ives of t hese s ca rlet women a nd to help th em , i f
possible, I bega n a t once a t horough persona l
inves t iga tion of Chic a go ’ s public S l a ve Ma rket ,
vis it ing these people whenever occa sion offered ;
ta lking with them ,

ga ining their much a bused
confidence, until ,

I gra dua l ly lea rned th e ins ide
l ines o f th e s addest s tory America h a s ever
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known . since th e bl a ck m others o f o ur

South la nd were torn from thei r bl a ck a nd wh i te
b a b ies a nd w i th shrieks of a gony a nd hea rt
s t rings bleeding a nd soul rent w i t h bl a ckened
horror were sold to dea th o n th e p l a nta t ions of
Louisia na a nd Miss i ssippi

,
a nd I wa nt to tel l

you who rea d th i s a nd wh o th i nk there i s l i t t le
truth in th e now much a gita ted ques tion o f

White Sla very in Americ a
,
th a t in th e dives a nd

dens o f our City ’ s underworld I h a ve hea rd
shr ieks a nd hea rt cries a nd groa ns Of a g ony a nd
remorse t h a t h a ve never been surpa ssed a t a ny

public sl a vea uction Amer i ca h a s ever witnessed
,

a s these girl s
,
m a ny o f them , o h $ SO young

,

rea l i z ing the i r a wful fa te
,
with sca lding tea rs

a nd m o a ns
‘

o f horror
,
Sh ut out from their hea rts

a nd l ives fa ther o r m o th er o r husb a nd a nd child ,
a nd turned their s o b sh a ken

,
tortured bodies to

fa ce th e yea rs of fina l
,
relentless w1 etc h ednes s

a nd wo e
,
to b e a t la st th 1Own o u t sick a nd

broken , to die in some a lley o r to b e ca rted o ff

to Dunii ing poorhouse to gra dua l physica l deca y
a nd a p a uper ’ s buria l

,

a nd gra ve o f oblitera t ion
,

while those who sold them just a few yea rs
before go out in their dia monds a nd fine l inen

a nd the i r grea t a utomob i les to buy up more girl s

( i t migh t b e your d a ugh ter , fa t her , mother ; o r

it might be m ine) to fil l th e va c a ncy in th e ra nks
of this va st a rm y of White Sl a ves .

A woma n s a id to m e th e other da y, a nd it
wa s in a lofty

,
sneering tone, too :

“ I doubt if
these women a re ever coerced or even imposed
upon .

”
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LISTEN ; READ ,
THEN LISTEN .

Sitting in my o flfic e o ne a fternoon I listened
,

m y blood a lmos t freez ing
,
to th e following story

vouched fo r by Mr . C a n immigra t ion in
spector a nd bro ther of a wel l -known Ch i c a go
reform worker . Here i t is a s h e t old it to m e :

One even ing so me t i me a g o I wa s l o o k ing up a

c a se d o wn in th e Twen ty-Sec o nd S tree t red- l i g h t
d i str i c t

,
a nd v i s i ted a nd inspec ted

,
l o o k ing fo r im

m i g ra n t g i r l s h eld i l leg a l l y ,
a c ert a in h o u se o f th e

l o wer c l a ss in th a t ne i g hbo rh o o d O f pro s t i tu t i o n .

Wh i l e in th e ho u se I no t i c ed a yo ung w o m a n ly in g
very i l l (in th e l a s t st a g es o f pneum o n i a

,
i f I remem

b er th e st o ry ex a c t ly) a nd in a sem i—c o nsc i o u s c o n
d i t i o n

,
a nd t o my h o rro r u p o n inqu i ry I lea rned th a t

in th e rush h o urs o f bu s i ness th i s he l p l ess , p a i n
ra c k ed yo ung w o m a n wa s 0pm to a ll c o m ers h o l d in g
a n a c c red i ted ro o m c hec k .

Dea r friends
,
there a re true stories hea rd a nd

known every da y a round th e C i ty ’ s seething
,

blood-red Soul M a rket th a t c a nnot be put into
print—s tories

,
thoug h , t h a t were they to be

come known
,
would ma ke decent Chic a g o rise a s

o ne m a n a nd cry with a voice outspea king Fort
Sumter ,

“White Sl a very in Ch ic a go a nd in

America must cea se $”

During m y yea rs o f study of this question of
prostitut ion I lea rned t o know person a l ly m a ny
o f th e ch a ra cteri stic White Sla ves o f th e Wes t
a nd Sout h Side “ levees .” One “Alice” I sh a l l

never
,
never forget . B ea utiful a s ide from h er

dissip a tion
,

a high school gra du a te
,
gra mm a r

a nd synt a x perfect
,
m a nner exquisite .

“Alice ,

”
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seduced a t eigh teen , wa s a t th e a g e o f twenty
o ne a wa v down th e l ine in th e West Side levee
underworld . I used to t a lk m a ny times w i th
Alice a s s h e s a t in t h e ba ck p a rlor o f th e

house” on Peoria street t h a t ga ve h er Shelter ,
a wa it ing h er c a l l o f “ next” t o go up sta irs with
whosoever— negro , white or C hinese—m ight buy
for o ne dol la r ( o ne of th e doll a rs o f th eRepublic

o n which is etern a l ly sta mped t h e blessed words ,
“ In God we Trust possession of h er bea utiful
body for o ne hour . Smoking

,
a lwa ys smoking

h er doped Turkish c iga rette , Alice told m e

much o f h er l ife
,
both in yea rs gone forever

a nd o f a d a ily “ levee” existence. Sh e told m e

o f a fa t her a nd mother a nd a bea ut iful home, of

a lover who c a me into it a nd led h er a wa y by
night into “ levee” Sl a very—o f th e a wful d i s
gra ce a nd dis inherita nce

,
of a l i ttle b a by th a t

S h e only knew a n hour , o f ins a ne remorse a nd

a ngu i sh
,
unt i l a t l a st Sh e would s t a nd a nd screa m

a nd screa m wit h ment a l pa in until some whore
monger knocked h er senseles s

,
a nd t hen

how Sh e would cra wl a wa y to some nea r-by
sh a nty sa loon a nd dr ink hersel f hel p less

,
to

forget .

AS fa r a s I know Alice i s stil l on Peoria
street

,
a nd

,
oh $ m en a nd women , there a re

thirty thous a nd o f these Alices in Chica go ’ s
grea t bla sting Soul Ma rket to -da y.

United Sta tes Attorney Sims puts th e a ver

a g e life o f a prostitute a t ten yea rs o r les s
,

while other excel lent a uthorities put it a s low a s

five yea rs , a s these women must consta ntly drink
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a ny a nd a ll drinks purch a sed fo r f th em by

visitors ( a s much o f th e busines s revenue i s
derived from th e s a le. of these drinks ) , thus
forcing them a t a ll t imes into a h a l f-d ru nken
condi t ion

,
rendering them help les s t o cont rol th e

a bnorm a l , _
Sic k enm g ; mind a nd body wrecking

dema nds m a de upon th em by th e gonorrhea l
,

syphi litic
,
s o dden wretches of whom not o ne i n

ten i s ca p a ble of norm a l sexu a l co a lition
, yet

whose deba uched , drunken desires a nd require
ments , no m a tter how unna tura l a nd revol t ing

,

must be s a tisfied by th e u s e of th e bodies of
their hopeless victims a t fifty or even a s low a s

twentv-five cen t s a n hour .

V ery few young women entering this ces s
pool o f p rost i tution a re a ble to l ive there in a n

a vera g e of eight weeks wi thout becoming
infected wit h o ne o r more of th e lo a thsome
d isea ses of th e underworld , a nd thus ruined a nd

horrible they l ive on a nd on for three
,
four o r

S ix yea rs
,
a nd a t th e end of th a t t ime thirty

thousa nd pure young g i rl s
,
ga thered from

pra irie hom es a nd vil l a ge fires ides a nd from out
o f our own suburb a n a nd city fa m il ies , must
m a rch o u t into t h is grea t Soul Ma rket to ta ke
th e p l a ce of th e broken wretc hes whose dec a ying
bod ies a re c a st into th e refuse of our a l leys a nd
sewers to become th e mena ce of every g irl a nd
bo y a nd drunken m a n who comes wi t hin the i r
clutches or sets foot within their a l ley hovel s .

TH E END OF TH E WAY .

A t a bout ten o ’ clock on S a turd a y evening

September 19th ,
I b o a rded a West M a d ison
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street . c a r a nd
,
tra n s ferring

'

no rth a t Ha l s ted
street

,
a lighted a t L a ke a ndw a lked west to

Lew insky ’ s s a l o on a t th e corner o f La ke a nd

Green s t reet s . Going a round to th e S ide entra nce
0 11 Green street , I d i scovered in t h e wine a nd

ba ck . rooms o f t h e wretched pl a ce a crowd o f

perh a ps fifty d runken
,
d irty

,
di sea sed m en a nd

women , most of th em fo u l- smel l ing , young white
girl s hudd led in w i th th e wors t m o b o f negroes

,

whites a nd Ch m es e I h a ve seen in Chica go ’ s
s lums

,
a ll c ui s in g , d 1 inking , S inging a nd bl a s

p h em m g in pl a in view a nd hea ring of th e Street .

I s topped a moment to ma ke sure I wa s m a king

no m is t a ke in wh a t I s a w a nd then crossed th e
s treet t o interview th e d a rk-eyed little foreign

g irl who a t its dOo r wa s bold ly solici t ing tra de
for th e s a loon a nd i t s a dj a cen t evil s

,
j us t

o pposite.

I wa lked on down to Peoria a nd south o n t h a t
notorious s treet .

In th e row of houses running from L a ke to
R a ndolph street there a re a pproxim a tely s ix

h undred White S l a ves
,
a nd disea sed , crippled

p ros t itutes o f th e lowest cl a ss , dumped from th e
c i ty ’ s clea ner dives

,
a nd on th at nig ht it wa s

a lm ost impossible to push one’ s wa y th rough
th e ma s s of m en a nd boys—whites , negroes ,
Turks ; P o lo c k s , etc .

,
ga thered in front of these

pl a ces o f publ i c a bomin a tion . At t h e co rner o f
Ra ndolph a nd Peor i a s t reets severa l ea rnes t m en

a nd women were holding a l i ttle gospel meet ing ,
a nd, stopp ing with them ,

I coun ted during th e
t hirty minutes I s t a yed there s ix h undred a nd
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forty ( a pproxima tely ) m en a nd boys stop in
front o f or enter this horrible flesh ma rket .

AS I lef t th e scene , a young girl in a drunken ,
fil t hy , disea sed cond i tion sl ipped ou t of a n a l ley
a nd followed m e , a sking m e to help h er

,
a nd a s

we s a t on th e steps of S a in t s Peter a nd Pa ul

Ca t hedra l , corner o f W a shington bouleva rd a nd

Peoria street , s h e told m e t h e worst
,
most hea rt

brea king story Of wrong a nd vice a nd ruin I

h a ve ever l istened to ( s ee

As I left t h a t West S ide levee o f vice I knew

I h a d seen pros t itution a t its lowes t ebb a nd th a t
from these holes o f horror fina l ly went those
a wful a l ley women of th e nigh t to sel l their
soul a nd t ra i l thei r bl a ck d isea se t o a ny young

b o y o r drunken m a n who could give them a few

cen t s or even th e price of a drink o f whiskey .

Coming down Custom House Pl a ce o ne nigh t

a bout o ’ clock I overtook
,
w i thout t he i r

knowledge
,
Six boys

,
ra nging from a bout twelve

down to perh a ps seven yea rs , t hree of whom I
knew fa irly wel l . Following them from sh a dow
t o Sh a dow

,
I g a thered suffic ient of their low

v o ic ed
'

c o nvers a tio n t o ma ke m e certa in they h a d
been holding a n orgy in a nea rby cell a r o r b a se
ment w i th a drunken h a rlot , a nd th a t t oget her
they h a d p a id h er th e sm a l l s um o f s eventeen
cents for t his da mning , soul-destroying com
merce . One b o y, a la d of a bout nine yea rs , h a d

$‘This g irl wa s turned o ver to th e Chi c a g o Res c ue Mis s i o n ,

c lea ned a nd c l o thed a nd fed a nd po inted to Jes us Chris t. H er s to ry
wa s inv es ti g a ted a nd f o und true a nd a f ter rec e iv in g medi c a l a tten
ti o n s h e wa s qu ietly returned to h er c o untry ho me .
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been wheedled by h is comp a n i ons into p a ying ten
cent s of this s um a nd wa s a rgu ing for th e return
o f a t lea s t a p a rt of h is money , bec a use of th e a g e

a nd help lessnes s of th e wom a n a nd th e ex trem e

s h o rt t im e a l lowed h im by his compa nions in
his rel a tions with h er.

Mr . J . J . Sloa n , when h ewa s superintendent
o f t h e John Worthy School , which is th e loc a l
j uven i le municipa l reform a tory

,
reported t h a t

o ne-third o f th e street boys sent t o him were
suffering from t h e lo a th some dis ea ses a nd dis

tem pers o f th e red- l igh t d i strict
,
nor is this to

be wondered a t when we c o ns i der t h e fa ct th a t
s exua l commerce m a y b e purch a sed a lmos t a ny
where in South S ta te s t reet a nd in th e Wes t

S ide a l leys fo r th e rema rka bly l ow price of ten
c ents

,
or even a g l a s s o f beer o r whiskey , from

th e gonorrhea l
,
syph i l it ic denizens thrown o ut

l ong a g o from th e bet ter cl a ss houses of prosti
tutio n to l ive o ff of th eh a lf-drunken m en a ndboys

to b e found in swa rms a long South S t a te , H a l

s ted a nd South Cla rk streets .

Almost inva ria bly
,
th e street boy h a unting

t hese underworld sec t ions of our ci ty is first led
into sexua l s in by o ne of th e crippled

,
h a l f-rotten

,

yet p a inted va mp i res of th e streets whose only
c a re o r hope i s a crust o f free lunch a nd enough

whiskey or “dope” to drown for a time a t lea st th e
l a st throb of hea rt a nd consc ience a nd keep life a

l ittle longer in th e wretched body
,
a nd th e boy

h a v ing purch a sed fo r a sma l l fee h is own de
s truction tra il s out a ga in into th e nigh t a nd o n
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into disea se a nd crime a nd pr i son
,
a ndfi na lly.

dea t h .

Th e a vera ge p a rent of to -da y h a s l ittle idea
o f th e tempta t ions wh i ch consta ntly surround
a nd beset th e grow ing boy . I rec a l l a ca se in
Des Mo ines , Iowa ,

where a l ittle degenera te girl
of s ixteen ca used t h e m o ra l , a nd in severa l ca ses

p hysica l
,
ruin of five young boys

,
a ll this h a p

pen ing in a n exclusive E a s t Side neighborho o d
a nd under th e wa t chful c a re of hones t p a ren t s
a nd friends , s o wh a t must be t h e tempta t ion
thrown o u t to th e young boys o f our city wh en
t hrough block a fter blo ck of our centra l dis
tric ts t hey must come in con t a ct w i th t hose
whose on ly miss1on i s to ru in and deba uch .

I t should be th e d i rect , object , ;mora l ly a nd

phys i c a l ly
,
o f every. fa th er .. a n,d mother in th i s

c i ty to b a n i sh these p a ra s it.es 7 th es e leeches who
suck th e l ife blood of: o ur boys;—fro m fiCh ic a g o

’
s

s t reets .

Listen
,
fa ther

,
mother

,
t here a re th irtyth o u s

a nd pure ,
dea rlybeloved young g i rl s g1 owing

up in 0 11 1 mid s t to daywh o within five yea rs
must

,
under th e present bus ines s . system of

W h ite S l a very
,
put a side fa ther

,
-
'in o th er, home,

fr iends a nd $ honor
,
a nd ma rch int o Chica go ’ s

gh a s t ly flesh m a rket to ta ke th e pla ce of th e
t h irty t housa nd helpless , hopeless , decaying ch a t
tel s who now d a ily

,
behind bolts a nd ba rs a nd

steel screens ( s ee sa t is fy th e a b o m in

$ $ V is i t a ny o f th e g rea t l ine o f a ba ndo ned h o us es in th e red

l i g h t dis tri c t o f Cus to m Ho u s e Pl a c e o r P lym o u th Co urt a nd no te

th e ba rs a nd s c reens a nd underg ro und s teel do o rs .

‘
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a ble lust o f ( a ppro x nn a tely) twa - h
'

undre'd a nd

ten thousa nd bruta l , drunken a dulterersf

I bel ieve, a s I write , th a t t h e fin a l sol v ing o f

t h i s reeking , hideous question l ies i n th emora l
a nd Chris t i a n teaching a nd protect ion o f th e

g rowing girl s of o ur Land . I b el ieve in a rigidly
enforced la w th a t keeps girl s under lega l a g e a nd
una ttended

,
o ff th e down town street s a t nigh t s

a fter a rea son a ble hour . H a rry B a ld ing
,
th e

c o nvic ted Wh i te Sl a ver , in h is confess ion before
Judge Newcomer a nd Sta te ’ s Attorney R o e ,

s a id :

We w o u l d b e sent o u t by reso rt k eepers to w o rk
up so me g irl s , fo r who m we were pa i d fro m $10 to
$50 d o l l a rs ea c h

,
th o u g h th e c a sh bo nu s wa s mu c h

m o re . T h e m a j o r i ty. o f them were g irls we m et o n

t h e s t reets . We w o u l d g o a ro und to t h e penny a r
c a des a nd n i c k e l thea ters , a nd when we s a w a c o uple

o f y o ung g irl s we w o u l d g o up a nd t a l k w i t h them .

I w i l l s a y fo r myse l f —I never t o o k a g ir l a w a y fro m
h er h o me ; th e g irl s I t o o k d o wn there I m et in t h e

s t o res o r o n th e street s .

There is a lea gue o fMa sonry worldw ide th a t
m a kes it possible for a M a s o n a nywhere ,

in trouble
o r distress

,
to ra ise h is h a nd towa rd th e hea vens

with a certa in sign
,
a nd i f . there b e a brother

M a son within rea ch , th a t brother , no ma tter o f
wh a t n a t ion a l ity

,
kindred or tongue, is sworn to

giveh im a ll needed . pro tect ion . Listen , fa ther
mother

,
sister ; l i sten , brother $

To day f1 o m benea th Chica go
’
s a wful mora l

sewera ge system , which h a s suc k ed their hea rts
a nd souls nude ,

1 thirty thousa nd t1 em b ling
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h a nds are h eld up to High Hea ven a nd to you
for help , h a nds reeking with th e blood o n -which

some whore monger h a s fa ttened , th e h a nd s
though of your sis ters a nd of mine . And I bel ieve
th a t here in Chica go , th e grea test m a rket for
White Sla ves o n th e Continent , should b e formed
a lea g ue th a t would become world-wide , o f ea rn
es t , la w- a biding m en a nd women whose effort s

,

united with those of th e p roper p o lic e ,
‘

m unic ip a l

a nd Federa l a uthorit ies , would m a ke it pra c ti
c a l ly impossible fo r a girl to be sold into or
compel led to lea d a n immo ra l l ife

,
a nd through

whose influence such open , publicly-p rotected
flesh m a rkets a s o u i

'

red
'

l igh t a nd
'

levee d i s t r i cts
would be b a n i shed forever from Chic a go street s .

And I bel ieve w i th a ll my hea rt t h a t this c a n o n lv

b e a ccomplished by educa t ion
,
by a gi t a t i o n

,
by

legisl a tion
,
by th e b a l lot a nd by th e power o f

God
,
directing a great n a t ion a l a rmy o f wel l in

formed , mora l a nd Christ i a n m en a nd women
a ga inst t h is v a s t

,
thoroug hly orga n i zed , wel l

a dm inis tered a nd hea vily fina nced public horror
of our Republic .

I bel ieve in helping , God knows , with hea rt
a nd h a nd a nd money every fa llen , or a s o ne h a s

pu t it , every “knocked down” wom a n in our
L a nd whom there i s th e sl ightest ch a nce t o help
in a nywa y; but I bel ieve . first of a ll

, -in using
every known mea sure to k eep o ur g irls fro m

fa lling .

You a nd I l ive benea th th e only fla g in a ll th e

world th a t h a s never known defea t , a nd th e very
ba sic princ ip le upon wh ich th a t fla g is bu i lt is
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huma n l iberty a nd huma n protect ion
,
a nd s o by

persona l work a nd c o -opera tion w i th every
other reform a nd la bor orga niz a tion fo r th e up

l ifting o f wom a nh ood
,
by song a nd by pra yer

a nd th e Power of th e Cross , let us s et ourselves

to help these helples s ones in our midst until
th e a ngel s sh a l l ta ke up th e story o f sh a me a nd

bitternes s a nd wrong a nd bea r to a ll th e World

a nd to Hea ven i t sel f th e swift a cknowledgm ent
th a t you a re your broth er ’ s keeper .
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Th e OnlyP la c e o f

Its Kind

In Ch ic a g o

o ver S i x Th o usand Me a l s furn i s hed t o
H o m eles s Wo m en by th e

WOMAN’

S SHELTER
73 3 -73 5 -73 7 Wa s h in g t o n B o u lev a rd

(ne a r H a ls ted)

dur ing th e yea r end ing Sep tember 1 , 1 91 1 .

Sev en ty
'

per c en t o f these w o men h a ve
been a i ded in t o lzm zes t employm ent.

A Hundred Girls

h a ve been Sa v ed fro m L ives of Sin m id g iwr/

C/lfl llCL’ to ea rn a R espeemlfle Liz/ing .

O u r Do o rs a re Never Clo s ed

We a re in t o u c h w i th e v eryi Slzz/i z

a nd Vic e D is triet in t h e city— every
P r iso n a nd H o sp i t a l , a nd w i t h
th e Po o rho u se a t'

'

O a k F o rest:

WeareNen-Sectarian andGo-operatiiewith all Reform

andChristianWorks
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A d o zen Chr i st i a n H o mes a nd a M un i c i pa l
L o dg ing H o u se c a re fo r th e fr iend less

d o wn-a nd—o u t
'

m a n . T h e

Ch ic a g o Res c ue Mis s io n 3

Wo m a n
’

s Sh elter

c a res fo r th e Fr iendless “d o wn- a nd

o u t Wo m a n . O ur She l ter i s n o t a
“
Res c ue H o me

”
in th e o rd i n a ry

s ense o f th e w o rd
,
bu t

Placewhere a CleanBed, Food, Coffe e andClothing
maybe Obtained byanyHomeless Woman

no t a subjec t fo r Po l i c e in terferenc e
fo r O ne o rM o re n i g h ts a s s h e needs ;
a nd where s h e i s g i ven Defin i te A i d
t o I mmed i a te Empl o ymen t a nd a s

sured o f she l ter un t i l s h e rec e i ves
h er week ’s w a g es .

FIVE reousano one ronrv
'

mours Looomes
TOGE T H E R WITH

OVER SI$ THOUSANDMEALS

h a ve been furn i s hed to c o l d
,
hung ry ,

S tra nded G i r l s a nd Wo men t h i s
yea r by O u r Inst i tu t i o n .

Seventypertent ofThese Have beenAidedto Secure

Honest Employment,

b u t s c o res h a ve been turned a wa y
bec a use we l a c k ed E qu i pmen t ,
Wa rm th , F unds , etc . , to a id them .
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O urWo rk Rea c h es

Ev ery Slum a nd Redlig h t Dis tric t

in th e City

th e H o sp i t a ls , Pr i so ns . Po o rh o uses , everywhere
un fo r tuna te w o men a re fo und

We c o - o pera te w i t h Chu rc hes , M i s s i o ns , Em
p l o ymen t B urea u s . Ch a r i t a ble I nst i tu t i o ns

etc . , th ro u g h o u t th e Citv

O u r In s t itu t io n h a s T h irty-o n e La rg e R o o m s
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Sc h edu le o fWo rk

Ye a r e ndin g A u g u s t 3 1 s t , 1 9 ] 1 .

Number o f Nig h t
’

s L o dg ing s F urn i s hed by th e

C h i c a g o R es c ue M i s s io n
’

s W o m a n She l ter . _ 5 ,040

Spec i a l Mea l s

C a l l s '

a nd D i s tr i bu t i o n o f F ru i t a t O a k F o res t
P o o r H o us e

R e l i g io u s Serv ic e s W
’

h i te Cro s s W o m a n
’

s She l ter 26

Ja i l , C o u rt a nd S l um V i s i t s

R efo rm L i tera ture D i s tr i buted, pa g es , a bo ut . . 3 00 ,0 00

Y o urs a nd H is ,

CHICAGO RESCUE MISSION

7 3 3 -7 3 5 -73 7 W a s h in g t o n B lvd
NE A R H A L S T E D

CHICAGO , ILL .

P H ONE MONR O E 4 8 3 3

Mrs . Je a n T . $ im m erm a nn , M . D .

P res ident Chic a g o R es c ue Mis s io n a nd Wom a n
'
s Shelter.

Superintendent Depa rtm ent o f H ea lth a nd H eredity o f th e Co o k
Co unty a nd Chic a g o W . C . T. U .


