Balkan, Turkish, Yiddish, and Eastern European
Transnational Black Markets

Commodities:

Drugs: Heroin, cocaine, cannabis, and synthetic drugs like Captagon and
methamphetamine.

Migrants: Refugees and economic migrants smuggled from conflict zones to Europe.
Human Trafficking Victims: Individuals exploited for prostitution, forced labor, or organ
trafficking.

Arms: Firearms, ammunition, and military-grade weapons.

Financial Services: Money laundering, fraud, and extortion profits.

Logistics:
transportation, border crossings, recruitment, document forgery, and corruption of officials

Players, Flow of Commodities, Payoffs

A. Turkish Organized Crime Groups

Role: Primary wholesalers and coordinators for drugs, migrants, and arms entering the

Balkan route.

Commodities Provided:
Heroin: Sourced from Afghanistan via Iran, Turkish groups process and package
heroin in cities like Istanbul and Gaziantep. They supply bulk quantities (e.g., multi-
kilogram shipments) to Balkan groups. For example, UNODC reported Turkey as a
transit point for 90% of Europe’s heroin.
Cocaine: Increasingly sourced from Latin America (e.g., via Venezuela's Cartel of the
Suns), Turkish groups import cocaine through ports like Mersin, then distribute to
Balkan partners.
Migrants: During the 2015 crisis, Turkish smugglers in coastal cities like Izmir
provided boats and crossing services to Greek islands, charging $1,000-$2,000 per
migrant.
Arms: Turkish groups supply firearms and ammunition, often sourced from conflict
zones like Syria, to Balkan networks or regional militias.

Services Provided:
Logistics Coordination: Organize initial transit through Turkey, securing routes and
storage facilities (e.g., warehouses in Istanbul).
Corruption: Bribe Turkish coast guards or border officials to allow smuggling
operations, as seen in lax Aegean Sea patrols in 2015.



What They Receive:

Payment: Cash from Balkan groups for drugs (e.g., €10,000-€20,000 per kg of
heroin) or migrants ($30,000-$100,000 per boat trip).
Distribution Networks: Balkan groups provide onward transport and retail
distribution in Europe, ensuring Turkish wholesalers reach lucrative markets.
Forged Documents: Some Balkan groups supply fake passports or visas to facilitate
Turkish operations in Europe.

B. Balkan Organized Crime Groups (e.g., Albanian, Serbian, Bosnian)

Role: Transit and distribution specialists, moving commodities through the Balkans to

Western Europe.

Commodities Provided:
Cannabis: Albanian groups dominate cannabis production, growing high-quality
strains in rural areas like Lazarat, supplying Turkish and European markets.
Heroin and Cocaine: Balkan groups, especially Albanian and Serbian, receive bulk
drugs from Turkish wholesalers, then break them into smaller batches for retail in
Europe.
Migrants: Guide migrants through land routes (e.g., Serbia to Hungary), providing
trucks, buses, or foot guides.
Human Trafficking Victims: Balkan networks exploit victims, often women from
Eastern Europe or Asia, for prostitution or labor, moving them through Bosnia or
Montenegro to EU markets.

Services Provided:
Transportation: Use trucks, cars, or hidden compartments to move drugs, migrants,
or arms across Balkan borders. For example, Serbian groups smuggle heroin through
the Serbia-Croatia border.
Retail Distribution: Manage street-level drug sales in cities like Berlin or London,
often through diaspora networks (e.g., Albanian communities in the UK).
Safe Houses: Provide hideouts for migrants or drugs in transit, especially in Bosnia
and Kosovo.

What They Receive:
Bulk Commodities: Turkish groups supply heroin, cocaine, or arms at wholesale
prices, which Balkan groups sell at a markup (e.g., heroin doubles in value from
Turkey to Germany).
Logistical Support: Turkish networks provide initial border access and smuggling
infrastructure (e.g., boats to Greece).
Protection: Some Turkish groups with state ties offer protection from law
enforcement, benefiting Balkan partners indirectly.

C. Local Smugglers (Individuals in Turkey and Balkans)

Role: Small-scale operators handling specific tasks, often subcontracted by larger

networks.

Commodities Provided:
Migrants: Turkish fishermen or local criminals in Izmir provide boats for Aegean



crossings. In the Balkans, local drivers or guides move migrants across borders.
Drugs: Small-scale couriers transport drugs in personal vehicles or body cavities
(e.g., "mules” carrying heroin through Serbia).

Services Provided:
Recruitment: Local recruiters in refugee camps or urban slums (e.g., Istanbul’s
Aksaray district) connect migrants to smugglers, earning commissions.
Local Knowledge: Provide expertise on border crossings, police patrols, or safe
routes (e.g., mountain paths in North Macedonia).

What They Receive:
Cash Payments: Paid per migrant ($100-$500 per head) or drug load ($500-$1,000
per trip).
Access to Networks: Larger Turkish or Balkan groups provide contacts, boats, or
drugs, enabling locals to profit.

D. Corrupt Officials (Turkey and Balkans)

Role: Facilitate operations by ignoring or enabling smuggling activities.

Services Provided:
Border Access: In Turkey, coast guard or border officials turn a blind eye to boats or
trucks, as seen in 2015 Aegean crossings. In the Balkans, border guards in Serbia or
Bosnia accept bribes to allow passage.
Information: Provide intelligence on police raids or patrol schedules, helping
smugglers avoid detection.
Legal Protection: In Turkey, state-linked figures (e.g., MIT operatives) allegedly
shield major criminals, as claimed in the Susurluk scandal.

What They Receive:
Bribes: Cash payments, often a percentage of smuggling profits (e.g., $10,000-
$50,000 per large shipment).
Political Leverage: In Turkey, officials may gain favor with ruling elites by tolerating
certain networks. In the Balkans, bribes sustain local economies in corrupt regions.

E. Middlemen and Brokers

Role: Connect clients (migrants, drug buyers) with smugglers, acting as intermediaries.

Services Provided:
Recruitment: Advertise smuggling services via WhatsApp, Facebook, or word-of-
mouth in refugee camps, charging fees to connect migrants with smugglers.
Negotiation: Broker deals between Turkish wholesalers and Balkan distributors,
ensuring smooth transactions.
Document Forgery: Provide fake passports, visas, or asylum papers, often produced
in Turkey or Kosovo, for $500-$5,000 each.

What They Receive:
Commissions: Earn $100-$500 per migrant or a percentage of drug deals.
Protection and Access: Gain access to smuggling routes or commodities from
Turkish and Balkan groups.

F. Diaspora Networks (in Europe)



Role: Handle retail distribution and money laundering in destination countries like Germany,

UK, or Netherlands.

Commodities Provided:
Drugs: Sell heroin, cocaine, or cannabis on European streets, often through Albanian
or Serbian diaspora communities.
Human Trafficking Victims: Exploit victims in prostitution or labor markets in
Western Europe.

Services Provided:
Retail Sales: Manage street-level drug trade, maximizing profits (e.g., 1 kg of heroin
worth €20,000 in Turkey can fetch €50,000-€100,000 in Germany).
Money Laundering: Use businesses (e.g., car washes, restaurants) to clean profits,
especially Albanian groups in the UK.

What They Receive:
Commodities: Receive drugs or trafficking victims from Balkan networks.
Logistical Support: Balkan groups provide transport and supply chains to ensure
steady flow.

3. Flow of Commodities and Logistics
The flow follows a pipeline from source to market, with each actor contributing a step:

Drugs:
Source: Turkish groups import heroin from Afghanistan via Iran or cocaine from Latin
America through ports like Mersin.
Processing: Drugs are processed or stored in Turkey (e.g., Istanbul warehouses).
Transit: Turkish groups hand off bulk shipments to Balkan groups at border points
like Edirne (Turkey-Bulgaria).
Transport: Balkan cells move drugs through Serbia, Bosnia, or Montenegro, using
trucks or couriers, often bribing border guards.
Distribution: Diaspora networks in Europe sell drugs at retail, laundering profits
through businesses.

Migrants:
Recruitment: Brokers in Turkey's refugee camps or cities advertise smuggling
services.
Transport: Turkish locals provide boats for Aegean crossings, facilitated by corrupt
coast guards.
Transit: Balkan guides move migrants through Serbia or Bosnia to Hungary, using
trucks or foot routes.
Destination: Migrants reach EU countries, often abandoned or handed to local
networks for asylum claims.

Human Trafficking:
Recruitment: Victims are lured from Eastern Europe or Asia by brokers promising
jobs.
Transit: Turkish or Balkan groups move victims through safe houses in Bosnia or
Montenegro.



Exploitation: Diaspora networks exploit victims in Europe’s sex trade or labor
markets.

Arms:
Source: Turkish groups acquire weapons from conflict zones (e.g., Syria) or black
markets.
Transit: Balkan groups smuggle arms through Kosovo or Serbia, often for local
militias or European criminals.
Distribution: Sold to gangs or terrorist groups in Europe or the Middle East.

4. Sustainability of Operations
The networks sustain themselves through mutual dependency and profit-sharing:

Profit Motive: High margins (e.g., heroin’s value doubles from Turkey to Europe) incentivize
cooperation. Smugglers earned $5-6 billion globally in 2015, per UNODC.

Service Exchange: Turkish groups provide commodities, Balkan groups offer transit, and
diaspora networks handle retail, creating a symbiotic system.

Corruption: Bribes ensure operational freedom, with officials turning a blind eye.
Adaptability: Networks shift routes or methods (e.g., from Turkey-Greece to Libya-ltaly) to
evade law enforcement, maintaining resilience.

2. Jewish Organized Crime in Turkey and Balkans: Interactions and Roles

Jewish organized crime groups had limited but notable interactions with Turkish and Balkan
networks, primarily through diaspora communities and shared smuggling routes. Their roles were
often opportunistic, leveraging Jewish networks in trade and migration rather than dominating the
Balkan route. Here's how they fit into the flow of commodities and logistics:

A. Turkey

Historical Presence: Turkey, particularly Istanbul, has historically hosted a significant
Jewish community (Sephardi Jews from the Ottoman era and later Ashkenazi immigrants).
However, there is little evidence of a distinct “Jewish mafia" operating within Turkey's
organized crime landscape, which is dominated by Turkish and Laz groups, often tied to the
Black Sea region (e.g., Trabzon) or nationalist factions like the Grey Wolves.
Commodities and Services:
Drug Trafficking: Turkish Jewish communities were not major players in the heroin
trade, which Turkish mafia groups controlled along the Balkan route. However, some
Jewish individuals may have acted as intermediaries in Istanbul, leveraging diaspora
networks to connect Turkish wholesalers with European buyers. For example, Jewish
merchants historically involved in legitimate trade (e.g., textiles) could facilitate
small-scale drug deals, though no primary sources confirm significant Jewish mafia
involvement.
Migrant Smuggling: During the 2015 migrant crisis, Turkish smugglers facilitated
crossings to Greece, but there's no evidence of Jewish organized crime groups



playing a role. Earlier, in the 1980s-1990s, Soviet Jewish émigrés (including some
with criminal ties) passed through Turkey en route to Israel or Europe, potentially
intersecting with smuggling networks. These were individual opportunists, not
structured Jewish mafia groups.
Money Laundering: Istanbul's Jewish community, with historical ties to banking and
trade, may have provided informal financial networks (e.g., hawala-like systems) for
laundering profits, but this was not unique to Jewish groups and was overshadowed
by Turkish mafia operations.

Interactions with Turkish Networks:
Jewish individuals or small groups likely collaborated with Turkish smugglers on a
case-by-case basis, providing local knowledge or diaspora connections in Europe.
For instance, Jewish émigrés in Istanbul could broker deals with Balkan groups, but
no evidence suggests they were central to operations.
Turkish mafia ties to the “deep state” (e.g., MIT, Grey Wolves) suggest nationalist
agendas, which could exclude Jewish groups due to ethnic and religious differences.
The Susurluk scandal (1996) exposed Turkish mafia-state links but made no mention
of Jewish involvement.

What They Received:
Access to smuggling routes or commodities (e.g., drugs) from Turkish groups.
Protection or safe passage for Jewish émigrés through Turkey, possibly in exchange
for payments or services.

B. Balkans

Historical Presence: Jewish communities in the Balkans (e.g., Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia)
were smaller and less associated with organized crime than in the U.S. or Ukraine. However,
post-WWII migration of Soviet Jews, including some criminals, to Europe via the Balkans
created opportunities for interaction with local networks.
Commodities and Services:
Drug Trafficking: Balkan groups (e.g., Albanian, Serbian) dominated heroin and
cocaine transit through the Balkan route. Jewish criminals, if involved, were likely
minor players, acting as couriers or brokers in cities like Belgrade or Sofia, where
Jewish diaspora communities existed. For example, Bulgarian Jewish émigrés could
facilitate connections to Western European markets, but no evidence points to
structured Jewish gangs.
Human Trafficking: Balkan networks trafficked women from Eastern Europe,
including Ukraine, to Europe. Jewish criminals, particularly from Soviet backgrounds,
may have been involved in prostitution rings, but their role was subsumed within
broader Russian or Ukrainian mafia operations, not distinctly Jewish.
Arms Trafficking: Jewish gangsters had historical ties to arms smuggling, notably in
the 1940s for Israel's War of Independence (discussed below), but there's no
evidence of significant involvement in Balkan arms networks, which were dominated
by Serbian and Albanian clans post-Yugoslav Wars.
Interactions with Balkan Networks:



Jewish criminals likely acted as intermediaries, leveraging diaspora networks in
Europe to connect Balkan smugglers with markets in Germany or the UK. For
example, Serbian mafia groups like the Zemun clan collaborated with transnational
networks, and Jewish individuals could have facilitated deals in cities with Jewish
communities (e.g., Vienna).
The "Balkan Express” heroin route, active since the 1960s, involved Serbian and
Bulgarian groups transporting Turkish heroin. Jewish criminals, if involved, were likely
low-level operatives, not leaders.
What They Received:

Access to Balkan transit routes and safe houses.
Drugs or trafficking victims from Balkan groups for onward distribution in Western
Europe.

C. Key Historical Example: Jewish Mafia Support for Israel (1940s)

Context: A significant historical interaction involving Jewish organized crime was the
smuggling of arms to the Jewish underground in Palestine during the 1947-1949 War of
Independence. Jewish-American gangsters like Meyer Lansky and Bugsy Siegel
collaborated with Italian-American mafia groups to secure weapons and transport them
through U.S. ports, often bypassing British embargoes.
Relevance to Turkey and Balkans:
Turkey: Istanbul served as a transit hub for Jewish refugees and arms shipments to
Palestine in the 1940s. Jewish gangsters, primarily from the U.S., may have
coordinated with local Jewish communities in Istanbul to facilitate these shipments,
possibly bribing Turkish officials or using smuggling routes. However, this was a
Zionist effort, not a Turkish mafia operation, and involved minimal interaction with
Turkish organized crime.
Balkans: Ports in Yugoslavia (e.g., Split) were used to ship arms to Palestine. Jewish
gangsters likely worked with local contacts, possibly including Yugoslav smugglers,
to move weapons through the Balkans. These were ad hoc alliances, not sustained
partnerships with Balkan mafia groups.
Commodities and Services:
Arms: Jewish gangsters provided weapons, sourced from U.S. or European black
markets, to the Haganah and Irgun.
Logistics: Secured ships and bribed port officials to ensure safe passage.
What They Received: Zionist organizations paid for these services, and some
gangsters saw it as a moral cause, not just profit. Lansky, for instance, viewed it as
"historical revenge” for pogroms.
Impact: This demonstrates Jewish organized crime's ability to leverage transnational
networks, including potential minor intersections with Turkish or Balkan routes, but it was a
unique, ideologically driven effort, not a regular smuggling operation.

3. Ukrainian Jewish Mafia: The Odesa Connection
The "Ukrainian Jewish mafia” is most closely associated with the Oiesa mafia, named after the
Black Sea port city of Odesa, a historical hub of smuggling and banditry. Odesa’s Jewish



community, large and impoverished in the 19th—-20th centuries, gave rise to a culture of criminality
romanticized by writers like Isaac Babel. Below, I'll detail their role and interactions with Turkish
and Balkan networks.

A. Odesa Mafia: Structure and Activities

Historical Context: Odesa, under the Russian Empire and later the Soviet Union, was a
smuggling hub due to its port and proximity to the Caucasus and Turkey. Its Jewish
population, facing antisemitism and poverty, engaged in banditry as early as the 19th
century. By the 20th century, Odesa’s criminal underworld included Jewish gangsters, who
transitioned from thuggery to sophisticated organized crime post-Soviet collapse.
Commodities and Services:
Heroin Trafficking: Odesa is a key node for Afghan heroin entering Europe via the
Caucasus and Turkey. Jewish gangsters, like Marat Balagula and Evsei Agron, were
involved in narcotics trafficking, particularly in the 1980s-1990s, often in cooperation
with Russian mafia groups.
Human Trafficking: Odesa-based groups trafficked women from Ukraine to Europe,
often through Turkey or the Balkans. Jewish criminals, such as those in the Koshka
Brotherhood (a fictionalized example but reflective of real networks), participated in
prostitution rings.
Arms Trafficking: Post-Soviet Ukraine had massive arms stockpiles ($32 billion
worth disappeared between 1992-1998), and Odesa mafia groups, including Jewish
elements, smuggled weapons to conflict zones like West Africa and Afghanistan.
Money Laundering and Fraud: Odesa’s Jewish mafia, notably figures like Semion
Mogilevich, excelled in financial crimes. Mogilevich, a Ukrainian-born Jewish criminal,
ran a multi-billion-dollar empire, laundering money through schemes like YBM
Magnex International and allegedly dumping toxic waste in Ukraine.
Key Figures:
Semion Mogilevich: Known as the "boss of all bosses,” Mogilevich, born to a Jewish
family in Kyiv, operated from Odesa and Budapest, coordinating drug, arms, and
prostitution rackets. His Solntsevskaya Bratva ties linked him to Russian and
Ukrainian networks, with potential intersections in Turkey for heroin smuggling.
Marat Balagula, Evsei Agron, Boris Nayfeld: Odesa-born Jewish gangsters who
operated in Brighton Beach, New York, but maintained ties to Odesa’'s smuggling
networks. They dealt in heroin, fuel tax fraud, and protection rackets, with feuds in
the 1980s-1990s.
What They Provided:
Drugs and arms to European markets, often via Balkan routes.
Financial expertise, including money laundering and fraud schemes, supporting
transnational operations.
Local knowledge of Odesa’s port for smuggling logistics.
What They Received:
Heroin and cocaine from Turkish suppliers, who sourced from Afghanistan or Latin
America.



Transit routes through the Balkans, facilitated by Albanian or Serbian groups.
Protection or cooperation from Russian mafia groups, enhancing their reach.
B. Interactions with Turkish and Balkan Networks

Turkey:
Odesa’s proximity to Turkey made it a key entry point for Afghan heroin via the
Caucasus. Jewish gangsters like Mogilevich likely collaborated with Turkish mafia
groups in Istanbul to move heroin through the Balkan route. For example, Turkish
groups supplied bulk heroin, which Odesa-based networks distributed to Europe.
During the 1980s-1990s, Soviet Jewish émigrés, including criminals, passed through
Istanbul en route to Israel or the U.S. Some, like Mogilevich, used Turkey as a base
for money laundering or coordinating drug deals, leveraging Jewish diaspora
networks.
Turkish mafia ties to the Cartel of the Suns (Venezuela) for cocaine smuggling may
have involved Odesa Jewish figures as intermediaries, given their U.S. connections
(e.g., Brighton Beach).

Balkans:
Odesa mafia groups, including Jewish elements, used Balkan routes to move heroin
and arms to Western Europe. Albanian and Serbian groups handled transit, while
Jewish criminals provided financial services or diaspora connections in cities like
Vienna or Antwerp.
The "Balkan Express” heroin route, active since the 1960s, involved Serbian clans
and Bulgarian mafia groups. Jewish gangsters, if involved, were likely brokers or
couriers, not primary operators.
Human trafficking from Ukraine to Europe often passed through Balkan countries like
Bosnia or Montenegro. Jewish Odesa gangsters may have collaborated with Balkan
networks to move victims, but their role was not dominant.

Limitations:
The Odesa mafia's Jewish elements were not distinctly “Jewish” in operation but
integrated into broader post-Soviet crime networks, including Russian and Ukrainian
groups. Their Jewish identity was incidental, not organizational.
No evidence suggests a formal “Ukrainian Jewish mafia” as a cohesive entity; rather,
Jewish individuals like Mogilevich operated within multi-ethnic syndicates.

5. Flow of Commodities and Logistics Involving Jewish Groups
To integrate Jewish organized crime into the earlier smuggling flow:
Drugs:
Turkish Groups: Supply heroin from Afghanistan or cocaine from Latin America.
Jewish Odesa Gangsters: Act as brokers or distributors, moving heroin through
Odesa's port to Balkan groups (e.g., Albanians, Serbs) for transit to Europe. Example:



Mogilevich's networks laundered drug profits.
Balkan Groups: Transport drugs through Serbia or Bosnia to Western Europe.
Diaspora Networks: Jewish criminals in Europe (e.g., Antwerp's Jewish community)
sell drugs retail, often with Italian mafia partners.

Migrants:
Turkish Groups: Provide boats for Aegean crossings.
Jewish Odesa Gangsters: Recruit migrants in Ukraine or coordinate with Turkish
smugglers for passage, though this was minor.
Balkan Groups: Guide migrants through land routes to Hungary.

Human Trafficking:
Jewish Odesa Gangsters: Traffic women from Ukraine, possibly through Turkey or
Balkans, to European prostitution markets.
Balkan Groups: Provide transit and safe houses.
Diaspora Networks: Exploit victims in Western Europe.

Arms:
Jewish Odesa Gangsters: Smuggle post-Soviet arms from Ukraine, possibly through
Turkey or Balkans, to conflict zones.
Turkish/Balkan Groups: Facilitate transit or supply additional weapons.

Financial Services:
Jewish Odesa Gangsters: Provide money laundering expertise (e.g., Mogilevich's
YBM Magnex scam).
Turkish/Balkan Groups: Supply cash or commodities for laundering.

6. Conclusion

Jewish organized crime groups had limited, opportunistic interactions with Turkish and Balkan
smuggling networks, primarily through Odesa’'s Jewish mafia figures like Semion Mogilevich, who
acted as brokers, distributors, or financial experts in drug, arms, and human trafficking. In Turkey,
Jewish involvement was minimal, likely limited to diaspora intermediaries in Istanbul. In the
Balkans, Jewish criminals were minor players, facilitating connections to European markets via
diaspora networks. The Ukrainian Jewish mafia, centered in Odesa, was significant in post-Soviet
heroin and arms trafficking but operated within broader multi-ethnic syndicates, not as a distinct
Jewish entity. Their contributions—drugs, financial services, and local knowledge—supported the
smuggling pipeline but were not dominant. Antisemitic conspiracies exaggerating Jewish control
are unsupported by evidence, which points to economic opportunism, not ethnic agendas. The
flow of commodities relied on Turkish and Balkan groups' infrastructure, with Jewish elements
playing supporting roles.



