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The Iron Republic.

RICHARD JAMESON MORGAN,

AR Sir:—Since the visit of
your representative to my
vessel I have thought over the

matter and decided to respond to
vour mvitation to give an account of
myvstrangeadventures for the benefit
of vour readers. | write the narrative
for vour magazine because vou have
been kind enough to ask for it and
because vour interest and considera-
tion 15 m marked contrast to that of
other editors who have treated me
with positive discourtesvy, refusing to
accept the statement of my experi-
ences seriously. I am well aware that
much of what I shall relate will ap-
pear mcredible, and doubtless the
whole story will be set down by
many as a purely fanciful creation,
like the fictions produced by Bellamy
and other theorists within the past
few vears.

About this matter, though I give
myvself no concern. as the many in-
controvertible proofs, documentary
and which T have on
board. will. when presented to the

n'lht'l'u'i.'-lf'.

(AN rickts reserved.)

proper authorities, receive the recog-
nition of the government in due and
proper form. as also that of geo-
graphical and scientific societies the
world over,

I regret that my narrative, prov-
ed and demonstrated as it will be.
must unsettle scientific theories and
make it necessary to reconstruct
some of our school books. But while
this will result in temporary mcon-
venience and shake the faith of some
in the dicta of science. upon the
whole the benefit will far exceed the
injury. Itis well to have our scientific
theories unsettied every now and
then, or we would become fossilized
and arrogant like the bigots of the
middle ages and oppose any further
advance in knowledge.

[t is unnecessary to say that after
my narrative has heen accepted, the
Zctetic theory of the earth as a plane
will have to he recogmzed and the
geographtes made in conformity
therewith.

In writing this history of my ad-
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<ailing through. Indeed 1t was 1m-
possible for us to do anvthing but
o through, for after we had gotten
fairly into the strait the current was
like a mighty, swift. flowing river
and had there been a fair wind to go
hack it must have blown hali a gale
to drive us against such a tude as was
sweeping through, [ was convinced
that this was a permanent strait and
not merely an accidental  break in
the great Dbarriers. The regular
smoothness of the sides showed the

MAGAVZINE.
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Hows and [ am certain that there is
a backbone of terra hirma underneath
these barriers of ice. through which
this passage cuts and 1s as perma-
nent and clearly defined as  the
straits of Magellan or Gibralter,

I have a theoryv. but as it must be
elucidated in dry deductions of
scientific reasoning, I will not inject
it into this narative. It is my inten-
tion though, as soon as possible to
prepare a more elaborate work which
[ am constrained to helieve will he a

CAUTAIN BRENT S SgHIr “wasnenen''
PHOTOGRAVITED AT TAMIPA,

effects of a continuous current and
the abrasions of great masses of ice
carried through by it. T say T was
convinced then: but when on our re-
turn we found the passage n every
respect practically in the same con-
dition as when we passed through
first. there was positively no room
for doubt. T will not contend that
this strait is alwavs open. but 1 do
maintain that it is a permanent chan-
nel through which a strong current

AS HIE AI'PEARED ON NER RETIRN.

valuable addition to scientific litera-
ture.

[t i1s probable that this passage is
sometimes closed by ice packs or the
entrance may he jammed with great
masses of drift ice, while bevond. the
channel may sull be open.  \With «
current alwavs lowing through from
the north, it is easv to imagine that
a great iceberg happening to he near
by would be drawn in,  If it were
large enough to fill up the passage
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The Iron Republic,

RICHARD JAMESON NORGAN.

fAL Ripghts Keteruved. |

FTER a citizen has served suc-
cessiully as a supervisor and
magistrate, he becomes a

franklin of the second grade
andl 15 ehigible to the next high-
er vifice under the state, which
i~ that of coinmonwealth deputy in
the provincial assembly” This body
corresponds to your state Ieghla-
ture. One week after the primary
election, the commonwezlth election
ts heid. which s participated in by
all ex-magnstrates in the common-
wealth. and one 1s chosen common-
weaith representative in the provin-
val assembly. The choice for all
ovil officers 15 by lot. A week later
the provincial elections are held
an¢| irom the body of ex-common-
wealth deputies ome is chosen to
represent the province in the nation-
al senate. All of the newly elected
bodies meet on the first dav of Jan-
uary and organize and the new sen-
ate from the whole nomber of ex.
senators in the republic. choose a
new presxlent. The primary ¢lec-
tions occur annually. the common-
wealth elections bi-ennially and the
rrovincial and presidential elections
fuadrennially, the terms ol office
hwing respectively. onc. two and
four vears. A citizen is, by virtue of
his seal, a citizen of the fArst grade:
aiter he has served as magistrate, he
i in the second grade. After serving
i rlvpul\ in the provineial assembly
he i< a franklin of the third grade
and when he has heen elected na-
tional senator he advances to the
tourth grade. After he has served as

president he has no grade at all,
having no longer the right to vote
or participate m any election. No
citizen 1s eligible to the same office
more than once and after serving in
any of the capacities mentioned, be-
comes eligible to the next office
above and holds that grade if he
does not go higher until he reaches
the age hit, which is sixty years
for the first grade and seventy for
the others.

As with the exercise of the fran-
chize in America, some of our citi-
zens never contest lor any office,
having ro desire for public life and
it being entirely optional with them.
When a man is out of office, he is
only a private citizen having no ad-
vantage over any other franklin in
the republic, except merely his eligi-
hility, in common with all others of
Lis grade, to the office next above
the one he has held. Retiring presi-
dents are an exception. as by virtue
of having held every affice under the
state, they are considered pre.emi-
nentlvqualifiedand hecome life mem-
hers of the supreme cabinet. which
hody is composed of ex-prestdents
and three citizens of the first grade,
chosen for distingnshed ability and
appointed by the incommg  presi-
dent with the approval of the senate,
This supreme cabinet serves as an
advisory council to the president
and as a national bhoard of arbitra-
tion, to which ts referred all vexed
questions of internal adnunistration.
Tt i< the highest authonity in the re-
puhlic and by its sanction, tlie presi-
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dent has the oight 1o vetoo Cian yvou
conceive of any scheme af govern-
ment stmpler than thos?7 asked ay
friend, Oy fimanctal, judicial and
penal systems are jusy as simple and
satishctory, hut we have not time
to o imto them now,”

“The schene certamly possesses
the ment of simphoty,” T replicd,
“and vet under it ts it nol possible,
probable.—ave, extremely prohable,
that & unmnllnw NEAOry thuc
legisdative bodies may he whally
capable of framing suitable bws 1m'
aereint state ! .\i} ohservation has
been that men are egotesucal and
ohstitiite n the proporton that they
are icompetent, and @ majority erf
sach men. 1t seems to me, would not
only fail 1o Tegnlate  wisely,  but
would prevent o capable mtnority
from doing ~o.”

"Ny dear sir,”Toexclivmed the
professor, “vou have not vet grasp-
el the hrst principles of Jegisiation
in this great country. 1t s not the
exclusive function of any of these
legisdative hodies to onginate legis.
ation,  They may mdeed. devise and
propose Taws, but they have no pow-
er o enact any whatever far the
government of the people. Here ix
where the elective iranchise comes
m. as every law, whether proposed
by the mationa) <enate for the w]mh-
lic. the provineial assembiv Tor the
province  or  the  conuonwerlth
council Tor the Tocal government of
the primartes, must be relerred 1o
the peaple aned it acceptance or re-
jectiem derernmned by therr
Wikse measures of public pahicy are
orignuited Jor the maost part, hy
schotar< and pohlicists and swhen
they are eliborated mwl pertfected by
e they

R A
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iraned amd subnutted ta the peoptle
e the appeliate elections. [t s the
appreal 1o the people for an CXPrUs
~sion of their will on the subject. The
people may take the mitiative and
compel legislative bodies to propose
Jams, Thix i~ a prerogative thougeh,
that 15 never exercised, for legisla-
tors knowing the alternative, are
alwavs willing ta propse any legislha-
tiou demanded Iy their constituents,
Yo want to hear in onnd that there
are no pohtical parties here, such as
vou have o America, consequently
there is not the vindictive stefe aned
party leclimg that vou have there,
There ave no questions of personal
ambition or party expediency to be
con~telered and o metive to swerve
any legislator from the most ahso-
lutely unselfish effarts for the puhlic
weal”

“There must certainly he «differ-
ences of opinton on measures of
public pohev.” T snggested.

“There are differences of opinion,
of course, on nearlv all measures
that are proposed ane they are i«
ctssecd by (he press and the people
and then settled by vote of the sov-
creign citizens, Dut as there is no
necessary. connection between the
snecess of these measures and thad
of any mdividdnad in the nation, the
dizensions are alwiavs moderite aned
mtellicent, Unmarried women of le-
val age and widows with the neces-
sitrv anlifications, are frankiins of
the first grade and <hare with mien
the appeliate franchise”

"Prav o what compensaton o
the~e ifferent leaslative  officers
receive 2 [ oasked:

“Irimary supervisors and magis-
trates receive one s two dollars a
dav. resnectivelvs the vear round
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because they are constantly employ-
el answered the professor. ' Pro-
vincial deputies receive three dollirs
aday for the nme they dare i ses-
womL national senators receive four
dallars and presidents get hve dol-
tir< for their full time as do members
e the supreme calinet, tor they are
cmstantly  employved, There s no
mileage, as the ratlroads are ownedl
bv the state and it costs them noth-
mg to travel”

e dollars aday for the presi-
dent of o great nation ! The <tate-
ment fairly took my hréath,

“That is very munificent pay.’
sach iy friend, “but as they give up
all other business as well as ther
hames, and have to reside at the
cipitol, it s not considered (o0
much, though their labor is intrin.
sically worth no more than that oi
the man whe lays brick or shovels
irt”

“This 1% mdeed a remarkable goy-
ernment ! 1 exclaimedl,

My fellow Lountrvmdn " sant the
prufe“()r rising. "I have the kindest
memories of vour country, for it is
the land of my birth. But vou have
a very imperfect system ol govern-
ment, It is by no means representa-
tive and admits of more corruption
than could exist under an intelhigzent
despotism, It has been so with all
previous attempts at popular gov-
ernment, Tt is an elastic svstem and
heretofore with bounless territory
arel immense naused resources, it
has heen adequate. Congestion in
the stite as in the human hody, s
Fital and vou will ultimately reach a
period nf congestian. The great bil-
lows in mid-ocean roll grandly on
without danger and without noise,
ave a deep soothing murmur. 1t i

BAGNZING. 43

only when they reach there vutinost
bowmds amnd dash (hemselves an the
rock bowud coast to he thrown back
m broken, loaming masses, that the
angry roar of the breakers ix heard,
sciding terror to the heart of the
mariner, As fong as vou hive un-
occupied rerntory for vour incereis-
g tdes of populatton to dow ont
upoun, vour people will have hones
aid as long as the magority of them
have homes and property. yon aru
safe. for it s the illusion of all par-
nally civilized people that the object
anel el of guvernment is (o protect
property. Bint wider your system,

the time will come when compara-
tively few people will own most of
the property and control the means
of subsistence : then, they will logic-
ally combine for mutual protection
and aggression and learming the ter-
ribfe power of combination, will in-
evitably throttle the spirit of liberty
and crush the life Dlood out of vour
peopic. On the other hand a few
men inwhom the love for wealth and
power has extinguished the love of
Iiberty and their fellowmen. owniny
all the wealth and by the power oi
that wealth controlling production,
transportation,  legislation,  every-
thing! On the other hand, millions
of people anly a few generations rve-
moved from the nablest and maost
heroic ancestors reduced to the con
ditions of serfs! Ave, to even a
worse condition, {or the medieval
serf might work ud fight for Ins
master, but with vour hundred hand-

et machinery tn produce and the
blind greed which will deprive the
the power o consume,
their seevices will he dispensed with,

masses ol

Fheir lahor wifl not be required anil

there 15 nothing thetr  masters wib
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want thent 1o heht for as they will
possess evervtlimg, There ix the
preture for vows, sir: heartless greed,
oppression, all gotten wealth farti-
hed by legisiation and protected by
hired minsioms it ame side, amb om
the ather, millions who cev for the
opportemty 1o earn bread! A i
voau want Hoshaaded, there s dvna-
mite aml gubpowder and gorgeons
combnstible svillas, Wl great smoke
nitkers !

My compunion had been pacing
the floor excitedly ax he poored om
these bueainy words, but now stops-
ping beiore me s mood sadilenly
changred  and  he smited Tovadly,
“Why hless me, T am alking ta you
as though vour destiny was bounild
up o the United States anid vont
were gange hack there next week,
when as aonanter of facr we sore, Taaly
of us, absolutelv cut off and that
country 15 o nore 1o uz than the
lost Atdantis or the crties of the (!
Come, | don't know how vou feel
but this great outlow  of words
seems to have Jeit a void 1ha re-
minds me that it s about the hioar
for lunch.” Steppmyg o the abigmi-
ous transmitter he vave some orders
about a carrinwee and | heard him
<iv sennething about a two scater
at the hour of iourteen. Passing out
i the building we walked through
the  handsome  grommds of Capitol
rquare and had barely reached the
Boulevard that surrounded i when
a light carriage came whizzing down
upon us, in which we ook our =eats
and were propelled  swiftte 1o my
friend’s honse in the suburhs,

“T have been greatly interested
in what vou have told me about
your government.” T sail as we rode

along, “but one thing vou did not
expluin | wounld like 10 know, and
that v how the lois are cast which
clects one man to vihee ot of the
gredl number of candidates.”

CNow T saild my friend.” by a for-
TALC CIFCumsLmee, vou can have an
DPPOrnItY of seeing just how it s
dome, o= a magistrate bhas recently
resigned e one of the common-
wealths of this provinee to aceept a
pisitom in the sub-treasory at Ae-
vt i the pravinee of Vandalia and
it vou cauember, there was an item
m the news arrent this mornimy
whieh stated that an election woald
be held tomorrow 1o fill the vacancy
oceiastoned by the supervisor taking
lis place, i only abooat an hovr's
rom e the Ironue and Olvmpian il
wav aid you can go down and sce
it dor yvourselt sohich will be hetter
thun any deseripuion you could have
of it

bt was accordmgaly arranged that
I =hamied run <down the next morn-
ing andd take it in,

When we armived at the house ol
my anend T found a gentleman
walting for me with a tape line and
i ook ol cloth samples who was in-
irofduced as a very capable furinsher,
I learned thar my host had asked
him 1o eall and 1ake my measure for
an outfit. | went up to my room with
the outfitter and was surprised at the
excellent quality of his samples. there
heing no shoddy or inferior goods
in the lor, [ intimated to hom that ax
[ had a very complete wardrobe aned
as the pericel of my sojourn in that
cauntry was uncertan. [ did not de-
sirg anvthing expensive. preferring
<snmething rather, of cond appear-
ance without regard o duralaliny.
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The smiling tailor tokl me (hough,
that he had no goods that wonid not
wear for vears, all heing equatly well
made and the oniy difference bemyg
in the weight of the matenal. [o-
specting a piece ol black casimer, ]
asked Jim 31 he conlid guariniee
dye Lo retain the lustre, and to my
astonmishment was mlormed that he
did not handle any dyed claths avall,
evervthnoag he Il I)cmg 1 tie nat-
ural codor of the woaol, which includ-
b every shade of handsome suitimgs
of the buest and Armest texture. Re-
marking the excellence of the qual-
itv, T volunteered the eomphimient
that s factories evidently turned
ot better goods than ours, where-
upon he imformed me that  every
picce was woven by haud and that
there wis not a cloth factory m the
republic!  [n the meantime [ had
made my selection and he was en-
gazed in taking my measure,

Do vou mean to tell me” [
askedd with astonishment, “that a na-
tinon so far advanced as yours does
not use machinery in the manufac-
wre of cloth?” “None at all.” was
the reply. “They used to. long be-
fore my time. but under the repub-
lic no factories are allowed.”

“And do you weave this cloth, or
do vou have to go around and tind it
among the private mdividuals wha
weave 1t 27 T asked.

“Oh, 1 simply go to the Govern-
ment Exchange. which takes it from
the weavers, and get what T want.”

“Taes the government speculate
in this cloth or simply store it and
setl it for the weavers?”

“The government does not spec-
ulate on anvthing.” replied the out-
fitter. “1t takes this cloth. giving the

weaver in exchiange, the price estab-
lished by the rean of HSubsistence,
which s haserl on the weight and
wainve of the goods, Tuis then sold to
whoever wats 1t ar a slight advance
wlneh 1 the seignmioriige, ot pron-
cipil source of revenue for the <ap-
port of the stare,”

“Then there b5 o competition,™
L renurked, 1 suppose the prices jor
e datferent grades are puarely ar-
Dircary with this bureaw.”

"Na. the price of nothing is ar-
vy, returned the tailor. " The
value o1 evervthing heing fixed by
the average cost of production. as
ascertined by the bureau i he
mast carctul and scientific manner.”

“T'here must be,” said [, “some
mnsileable goods made, as there is in
my conntry: does the exchange have
to litke them at the production price,
regardless of what they will sell for,™

“The exchange sometimes has
goods that will not sefl for the es-
tablished price by reason of their un-
desirability, damage in storage, or
other causes, When that s the case
they are cut to the sclling point, It
frequently happens too, especially
with agricultural productions. that
the price of one avticle is reduced.
while that of other things which
compete with it or isplace 11, is rais-
ed. The burcan has a1l of that in
handd and the bhusiness is reduced to
a science. The exchange alse has the
right to reject anvething and =0 pro-
ducers keep in touch  with it and
thns know what the public demand
15 for,”

Here was another ficld opened
up to my curiogity which T would
have liked very much to explore by
(urther uestioning. but my ovilitter
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dul his w ork expeditions!y and Tunch
wits waiting. A the table | mtradue-
edl the subject and asked why the
nunmucture of cloth by machinery
was prahibited in the Tron Repnblic,
“"We prohibit the use of inachmery
in the makimy of cloth.” awered
my host, “for the same reason that
we oo the aumuincinre of every
thing else that the prople can supply
without the aul ol machmery: that
s, that there may he work for all”
Do Duanderstand that vou have
o unnufacturies at all*7 0 asked.
“Not that we have nome at all,
bt none for the manukctare of any

articke that can be applicd on sum-
cient quantity to meet the denswd,
without the nse of machinery. Thix
list includes fabrics of almost every
deseription, shoes, hats, head wear,
mrnitire, rope. agricultural taple-
ments and products, veliscles, in fact
almost everything that we use.”

“Andd the purpose of thies is that
there miay be work for all to do?”

“Thar s the purpose.” replicd
my host, “aml the purpose s accom.
plished. for as it requires the work
of all to supply the wants of all. there
ix no enforeed idleness m thes repub-
e

T be Continued.)

A Backwoods Social,

SAHONDERK,

OAY strange scem the customs
H af a country. or vven of a
state other than our van!
Daring my first visit 10 Florda, m
the vear of 1808, 1 was invited to 2
soctal at 1the home ol a planter, liv-
g forty aniles from the primitive
village where chance had Jed me.

I hid only o very slhight acquam.
tance with the wile of this planter.
having spaken o jew words to her
on an aceasion when she hiod accom-
panied her hoshand whitst he had

sold “triek™ ooy hastess. Ax [
learned  aiterwards, 11 hidd heen
through  her sympathy for “that

lonesome lookm” Yankee woman™
that 1 Tuppened to be included in her
list of myitations,

It was two o'clock in the aiter-
noon when Mr, Stevens drove up
mul gave me the invitation; adding
that 1t 1t wasx agrecable he would
drive me out i the “cyart:” and,
“as the fun's to bepim abowt mooni-
rise, we'l hetter be  a-moseyitiy
along, ~0's to wit thar i time oy
supper. The rowl's powerful rough
1 sonte places, and it ain't any too
<hort, nuther” )

Sturmistng  that, to  me. there
wauld be something uvnigue.  and,
consgquently, interesting in this out-
mg, amd  appreciating  the  trulv
sonthern spirit of hospitality which
hacl prompted this wformal invita-
tiom to a stranger, 1 aceepted it glad-
Iv.
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$§TDUT.” said 1, with a  disposi-

tion to argue every point,

one man with a machiu:
can <o the work of a hundred and it
seelins to me that with your adwir-
able political conditions, you might
well emiploy the use of machinery,
thereby  giving  the people  more
tinie for recreation and the tmprove-
ment of the mind.” “Certainly there
15 wredat temptation to use a machine
that wilt do the work of & hundred
men,” replied my host “aud if the
hundred men were the benefictartes
of its efhciency. there could be no
excuxse for not using it. You employ
labor saving machinery in the Unit-
o States, and where it does the
work of a hundred or a thousand
men do they get the benefit of it
I could not say that they id.

“As a matter of fact,” continuerl
my host, “does anyhody dernve any
benetit except the owners of the ma-
ching?” T was obliged to confess
that they were the only direct bene-
ficiaries, but that the cost of produc-
ton was lessened. whiciy of course,
must be to the advantage ot all.

“Ah, my friend!” exclaimed the
professor. "I very much fear that
vour argument is influenced by your
legal training, for it is palpably one
siled, being predicated on the as-
sitimption that a machine doing the
work of a hundred men. lessens the
price of its products without dimin-
ishing the purchasing power of the
hundred men who have been depriv-
el of work by 1t. Now let us come

down to practical illustration. You
use machinery in the manufacture of
shoes: to what extent does it lessen
[abor and cost?” “Very much in-
deed,” L answeredwarming up to the
advantage | thought 1 saw. “\With
improved machinery and a division
ol labor. 1 have been informed that
aman can make a pair of shoes every
seven minutes, at a cost of thirty
cents,” “Very well; if you are not
positive though as to the accuracy of
your data, we will allow some lati-
tude and say they make a pair in
twelve minutes. at a cost of ffiy
cents, That will he hfty pairs in a
dayv of ten hours. Your man with the
machine then. has done the work of
fifty men. What pay does he re-
ceive?” "From the best of my -
fermation an average ol about two
dollars per pav.” [ rephied.”™  Your
man s paid two dollars a day and
tirns out a  product  that  sells
for S25 ™ “Oh no!” I interrupted,
“that costs $25 to make.” 1 see”
safdd my host smiling : “this is the
cost of making. Now what do these
shoes sell for?”
"1 should say an average of
$1.30.7

“Ah! Then this man does the
work of fifty men and turns out a
product that s worth §100 more
than the cost of production. Whe
gets this 8100, asked my host lay-
ingr down his fork and looking across
the table at me with an air of affect-
ed stmplicity.

“The man or company that owns
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the machme. 1 suppose,” [ answered
shghtly nettled.

“Then the forty-nine men whose
wark has been done for them do not
come 1 except m the matter of in-
creased  time  for recreation! But
what surprises me most,” my host
went on, "is that these shoes can he
made for fAfty cents and sold for
81.30. How is this feat, so contrary
te the laws of competition accom-
plished 2™

“In the frst place.” [ answered,
“our manualactirers  combine  to
maintain prices among themselves
and in (he second place we have a
tariff which brnngs the imported ar-
ticle up to that price.”

“Sol” exclaimed my  host, Ml
begin to comprehemd your sysiem
which [ presume was the same when
| leit the country. bhut as [ was quite
a voung man and had never paid
mich attention to such matters, I re-
tain no knowledge on the subject.
Now let us look into this system in
its practical applicadon.  Here is a
machine that in one day with the ap-
plication of one man's labor, does
the work ol fifty men. thereby de-
priving forty-nine men of the oppor:
tunity (0 work. In the value of the
product it turns out, it earns the
wages of fifty ment and yet all that
labor gets out of ic iz the paltry sum
ol 82 or not enough to pay for the
result of Gfteen mimutes of its time,
the halance going to the owner of
themachine. S while fiesh and hloed
and brains and skill earns $2 for la-
boc, waol and iron and steel eams
R30 for capital! And this wonderjul
machine teo. in all prohalality, is the
product of <kill and labor at the
same miserable wigre! Fs this svstem
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conducive 1o an vgutable distribu-
tion of wealth amoung the people?
Does ot not rather impoverish the
forty-nine men whose work is done
by the machine and eorich one man
who gets the value of fifty men's
work for the price of one?”’

[ coutd not deny so logical a com-
clnsion,

“Now in the Iron Republic.” con-
tinued the professor, “where machin-
Ty 15 not alloweed to supplaat lahor,
to produce hifty pairs of shoes in one
day  would probably require the
work of filty men and the value of
their product  would be  dividled
among them. So the question re-
solves itself into this proposition:
which is better. to let fifty men earn
one dollar apiece. or to let two men
carn Stoo, (one of whom works
while the other keeps books). of
which amount the working man gets
2 while the bnokkeeper gets the
halance ?”'

The proposivon did not admit oi
cdebate, but [ could not refram from
remarking that it seemed a pity that
fifty men should labor a day to ac-
complish what an inanimate machine
might do without toil or fatigue.

"Not pecessarily,” retorted my
hest. “In appearance and according
to the ethics of industnial economy,
there could bhe no objection to the
machine doing the work of fifty men
il the fifty men got the bhenefit of its
work. And yet it i1s contrary to the
Divine economy. as expressed in the
fibhcal njunction that man  shalt
eat bread by the sweat of his brow,
and like every other human practice
that runs contrary to the Divine or-
der. 15 harmful in its results and [
think vour systemt must demanstrate



FLORIDA MAGAXINTE 111

it. Notwithstanding the use of ma-
chinery, you doubtless have a large
number of men who are steadily and
permanently employed; now which
makes the best showimng., mentallv
and morally, tlus steadily employed
clusx, or the unemploved or partially
emploved class whose time for rec-
reation and the mimprovement of the
mind has been increased by the use
of machinery?” I was compelled to
confess that the employed class took
precedence both in point of intelh-
vence and morals. T remarked too,
that it was a disappointing fact that
our public libraries, night schools
and other 1nstitutions founded for
the benefit and elevation of the
nasses, were least patronized by
those ol most  leisure. "It s nat
strange,” saik my host. “The reason-
able employment of the body. pre-
pares the wmind for recreation. .\
man’s nund though. especially if it be
not well cultivated. having nothing
to employ it but recreation, grows
bad just as most bovs do who have
nothing to do but play. The universe
ts founded on a plan and that plan
contemplates that every man shall
work., The man who does not, suf-
fers and society suffers by him.
There are no exceptions to this
rule.”

“T confess that you have had the
hetter of me all along.,” said I, “but
votg are certainly mistaken when you
say that there are no exceptions to
this rule, for many of our most iu-
telligent and virtuous men are those
who have grown vastly rich froni the
results of other men’s labor, T may
say most generous also. for in my
country hundreds of churches. col-

leges, libraries and other benehicient
institutions stand as monuments to
this virtue m them today.” "Un-
doubtedy.” assented the professor,
“and vet I must remind you in the
first place that a man who becomes
a millivnaire from the increment of
other men's lalbor. can he no idler,
for the mere keeping up with his
business and getting the hon's, tig-
er's and woli's share of the product
of the labor employed by him, will
keep him Dbusy. And in the second
place when a man makes gifts with
money obtained that way, is such
generosity in any manner different
from that of Robin Hood, who rob-
Led one class aud gave to another?
Is it even as commendable, for the
old highwavman invariably took
from the rich and gave to the poor,
at the worst domg evil that good
might come. by contributing to the
equalization of wealth, while your
millionaires take from the poor and
give in such a way as to enhance
their reputation, this heing the only
thing to be desired alter having ac-
quired more money than they can
usc in promoting their pleasures.
From my point of view, there is no
more generosity in such actions than
there was in Trajan’s lavish expendi-
ture on his tombh, I think you will
find too, that the sons of these mil-
lionaires who 1nherit the money
without the training that came with
its accumulation, will suffer and
make society suffer, thus proving
the old Bible doctrine that the sins
of the parents are visited on the
children unto the third and fourth
gencration.”

“That doctrine may be true in
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theory™ T orepltedd Tanghing “but in
my country the frst generation nsu-
ally exhausts the possilality of the
evil by getting ricl of the root of it

“In as far as the money itself may
contribute directly to the evil,” as-
sented my host;” but a life of proi-
higacy and clissipation made possible
by mherite:d wealth may leave a tramn
of evils behind it extending to gen-
crations unborn.”

“Then you regard wealth as an
evil, do you " | asked.

I certainly regard wealth as< a
mast prolific source of evil and
where it s acquired in the manner
we have been discussing. (hat s,
where a poor man 1s required to
make shoes for a rich man for fifty
cents amd  then pay $1.30 for the
same shoes for himself aud unily 1a
wear, 1t is an evil per se. You say
this as partly the result of legisiation
areel 1F 3t 05, vours ix 3 government of
the minority, for there must he few-
er Tich, than poor men.” i grant
what vou sav,” T replied. “Govern-
ment 35 of, for and by the ricl. al-
wiavs has heen and probably alwavs
will he, because wealth 1s power, But
1t does not necessanly follow that for
that reason it is had. In the co-aper-
ation of mind and matter in the oi-
faira  of human government as in
cvervthing else. mind must predom-
inate, In predommating it <ecures
the comlitions of ife most favorable
Lo itself and thus exteads its sphere.
as in an exploring party a few men
by gretting more than their share of
fuad are enahled to penctrate faster
and further than their camrasdes, Tat

as they blaze the way they open up,
w15 easier for the rest to follow : and
50 { helieve the world has heen the
gamer by the very inequalities anl
mjustice which you condemn. In
its age long and world wide ad-
vinee, the human mind has
marched in a phalanx. Under favor-
ing conditions the strongest am
aml boldest have broken away and
led the advance, scating walls to oth-
ers impregnable and  climbing
heights naccessible to the average
and placing beacon lights to make
the ascent easier for those that fol-
low.™

CAly dear st exclaymed  the
prafessor, Uvour Hgure is very pret-
v, but T think it is 0 only becanse
of the beantiful words in which you
have clothed it. Skill in the art of
dressing may be made to hide many
defects,” with a slv  glance at the
lalies)) but T am not geing to be
taken 1 by mere external appear-
ances, It s nat yvour fAgure I find
iaunlt with but vour logic. Let us
stte vour  proposition in the form
af a svilogizm and proceed logically,
Major premise:—In its  advance-
ment, mind will secure to itsell the
conditions most iavorable to ils ex-
pansion:  ninor  premise.—hut
wealth is most favorable to the ex-
pansion of the mund ; conclusion, i1t 1s
therefore hy the ail of wealth that
the human mind has advanced to s
present wonderiul stage of develop-
ment. Ex this a fair and logical siate-
ment of the proposition > [ admat-
tedd that 1 was,

(To be continted.)
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ERY well; then I dispute your
minor premise and deny vour
conclusion,” said my host pos-

itively. “Wealth 1s not favorable to
the expansion of the mind and for its
wonderful development 1t acknowl-
edgres no financial obligation whatso-
ever, Under the patronage of wealth
which was to be the gainer by its
product, mind has wrought some of
its most beautiful creations and n
modern times weaith has supplied in
somne instances tools to facilitate its
work; but in the main. money has
rather been the enemy of mind, and
wealth, whether supporting monar-
chical extravagance, religious higo-
try or personal vanity and ambition,
has tended to suppress rather than
promote the highest and noblest
qualities of the human mind. Its sub-
limest efforts have been achieved in
poverty. in exile, in dungeons even,
and as for scaling walls impregnabie
and climbing heights inaccessible,
and planting beacon lights for oth-
ers. as per your pretty figure, the
most giited men have gone to the
stake or scaffold, because power.
which has always been synonymous
with wealth did not approve.”

I began to get warm in the col-
lar, for though 1 had engaged i the
discussian more for information than
argument, the ease and skill with
which my opponent had met and de-
feated me at every point, aroused
all of the belligerency of my nature.
Rut what made it more exasperat-
ing oo, the ladies seemed to be

deeply interested listeners  and

caught every point.

“Since you have appealed to
Caesar,” said I, “unto Caesar will
we go. I you resort to logic, I will
meet you with your own weapon and
state another syllogism for you to
disprove. Major premise; in all
times wealth and power have been
used to repress and retard the devel-
opment of the mind ; minor premise,
but it is in the nature of mind to
resist oppression and its mightiest
energies have been aroused in this
resistance; conclusion; therefore
wealth and power have unwittingly
contributed to the development and
expansion of the mind!”

“Very neatly turned!” cried the
professor, while the ladies stmled
and Miss Helen even infringed the
neutrality laws by clapping her
hands. “Then your position,” con-
tinued my host. “is that everything
which opposes the advancement of
the mund, really facilitates its devel-
opment 7"

“Not precisely.  LEveryvthing
which arouses the resistance and
overcoming instinct of the mind,” I
returned.

“The point is well taken and
strongly stated.” conceded the pro-
fessor. “but, what wealth and power
has contributed to the develepment
of the mind by such direct oppres-
sion as to arouse resistance and wake
its slumbering cnergies, s slight in
compatison with the blight and slag-
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nation mduced by war, financial op-
pression and industnial wrongs.”

“You charge these things to
wealth then®”

“1 do. most wnguabhedly,” re-
sponded my  host. “Homer would
have us beheve that the Trojan war
was fought ior love, but the wars of
history have been for weulth and
power.”

*[ make the point onr you,” I re-
turned, “that the poorest mnations
have been the least intelligent and
that industnal wrongs have always
been greatest where ignorance has
been grossest. [ think that his-
tory will sustain me in the further as-
sertion, that war has heen the great
civilizer of the world.”

“Incontrovertible statements, atl.”
asserted my opponent,” and incor-
rect only as they confuse cause and
effect; if the poorest nations have
heen the least intelligent, they were
the poorest because they were the
least intelligent and not unintelli-
gent because they were poor. If in-
dustrial wrongs have bheen greatest
where ignorance has been most
dense, it is simply because the peo-
ple being ignorant, were least able
to deferd themselves against indus-
trial wrongs. [If civilization has been
a product af war, it ix a bi-product
and resulted because nowwithstand-
ing the harbarity and inhumanity ol
the wars. they brought different peo-
ples together and the knowledge of
ditfevent nations. by amalgamation,
wae enlarged, War niseli is debasing
to the human mind.™

“T take issue with you on that.”
caidd 1 Tiotly, “YWar may he destruc-
ive bat it is not debasing. War may
be cruel. but cruclty ealls forth no-
hility War may make widmws and
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orphans, bui 1t also makes heroes,
and liberty and patriotismn have been
fructified by all the blood the earth
his ever drunk!”

“And what has been the liberty
of the world,” my friend asked
scornfully, “but the illusion which
people cherish when they have ex-
changed one set of masters for an-
other? And what is the patriotism of
the world but that savage and sense-
less prejudice which is cultivated by
teaching the {ools of nation to hate
the fools of other nations? And when
the fools of two nations have becen
set by the ears by their rulers, they
fight and maim and kill—and this s
called glorious war!”

“1 beg atruce ! [ cried, seeing that
my venerable host felt deeply on the
subject, while [ was mereiv endeav-
oring to hokl up nty end of the argu-
ment.” T find that 1 am no match for
vou Iron Republicaus, 1 have only en-
countercd these accomplished ladies,
vourself and Professor 1allam. and
on the subjects of dress, industrial
economy and music T And that T
know nothing: am  eliminated, ob-
literateil. In other words, to use an
Americantsm, 1 am not in it and
hereby  surrender, foot horse  anid
dragoons. [ canmor offer vou my
sword for T presume there is no such
thing in this made] republic.”

“Thev were all beaten into plow-
shares long since.” answered my
friend smiling good humoredly, “so
that formality will have to be dispens-
e with, T am generous though in
victory and will pay yvou the comph-
menl to sav that if vour cause was
worthy of yvour prowess, the result
might he different. Tn  all contests
thoerh, the justice of a canse is not
\ess an elemment of strength than e
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greatness uf canbon and sharpoess
of steel.” | bowed my acknowledge-
ment of the compliment and indulg-
eit the hope that I might yet find
~ome vulnerable point iv the Iron
Republic, if for nothing else than to
redeem mysell in the fair eves that
had witnessed my discomfiture.

"I think you are entirely too mag-
manimous in professing defeat,’” said
Miss Morris, taking part in the con-
versation for the first time and look-
mg at me with her beautiful eyes
heaming with interest. “If you are
nnt too proud to accept an humble
ally.” {T bowed again.} “T venture to
siggest that the enemy,  (smiling and
Hashing a glance at her father,} “may
aitnibute ks victory—if indeed he
has won it—to the fact that the fight.
g was ail in his own territory where
he was entrenched. Tt is my opinion,
if I am worthy to be admitted to a
council of war, that you run up the
white flag too soon.” “With the gio-
rious prospect such a promising alli-
ance opens up to me,”’ I replied face-
tiously hut with a peculiar thrill of
gratification, “T hasten to pull down
the flag of defeat and beg that you
will advance into the breach.”“Well.”
said my fare ally, T reopen the attack
by the assertion that it was not alone
it bringing the nations into closer
intercourse that war bas exerted a
aivilizing and elevating influence on
the human mind. 1 believe that the
highest and nohlest thoughts of the
peaceful present, owe their origin to
the Ingh and noble deeds of a past
macde glorions by war.™

“Tut, tut.” exclaimed her iather,
“the romances of history and Sir
Walter Scott have corrupted vour
mind.”

“Kindled rather,” retorted my allyv

1

with a vigor that proved she was in
earnest. UL acknowledge my indebt-
edness to history and Sir Walter and
when I read of the deeds of Couer de
Lion and Ivanhoe. even of Dalgetty
and Debracy, 1 cannot abide the
goody goodiness of a big nation like
this that works and eats and slumbers
like an oxX. \What would be the history
of the worlkt today if the 1ron Repub-
lic had been founded on the Babylon-
ian empire and its principles had re-
ceived world wide acceptances? Try
to think of a history of the world
without an Alexander or Caesar or
Frederick the Great, or Bonaparte or
Washington. Without a  Marathon
or Thermopylae, without Crusades
or Couer de Lion!"”

I was surprised at the energy with
which these words were uttered and
suspected that the stromye feeling that
prompted them must have been long
repressed. My host looked aston-
ished and Mrs. dMorns turned to her
daunghter with a glance of concern as
though she had suddenly discovered
in her traces of insanity,

“The history of the world, my
dear.” saic her father alter a mo-
ments silence, “we may not alter or
amend and perhaps woukl not if we
could. Tt 1s with the world’s life aswith
a man's: the excesses, dissipations
and sing ol early years cannot he
Motted out and the experience of
them may even serve to enhance the
virtues of maturer aze. Sometimes
such experiences hecome  the foun-
dation of a nobler and more purposc-
ful life and then they may be recalled
without regret. But it is a poor liie
that does not hprove with age and
the world's life will he unrounderd
and incomplete il it 1s not profited by
the knowledge and experience of the
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past.” It is not in me to controvert
these words so serionsly and truty
spoken, but with my new ally 1 was
in the predicament of the man in the
Indian fable, who made an alliance
with the tiger and found, after he
had bound himself with thongs to
that unconquerabie lieast, that he
could not run away when he would.
"1 trust you will not be angry with
me father, 1 [ seem to dispute with
you.” rephed Miss Helen with un-
yielding firrmness, “but can that have
been wholly bad in the past, which is
the source of all that is most beautiful
in the present? What is the inspira-
tion of poetry and all great thoughts
but the high deeds which vou impute
to the reckiessness of the world's
youth? War is cruel. but does not its
very cruelty provoke nobier sacrifices
—as Mr. Barrington has said—and a
more exalted heroism than the pip-
ing herdsmen of Utopia ever dreamed
of? And may it nol be in the plan of
creation that sunshine and storm.
tears and laughter, Jove and hate,
war and peace, shall atternate ike
day and nighi to the end of time?”

“My daughter,” answered her
futher gravely, “T am gricved at the
low estimation in which you scein to
hold your country, and that condition
which has been 1le desire of the ages,
but you are entitled to your opinions
and T would not have vou repress
them in deference to me. It is my
faith though. that the plan of crea-
tiom contemplates the ultimate clhim-
ination of hate and strife and all evil
whatsnever. And thongh he may nnt
appeat to vouth and a romantic in-
agination, the piping herdsmen of
Ttopia, who tends his flocks and lives
tn peace, with clean hands and an up-
right heart, 1s to me. a nabler ex-
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ample of (zod’s creation than any nie.
dieval swashbuckier that ever drew
sword or broke lance to win the silly

fancy of a foolish lady love. To my
mind Professor Hal!am who would
walk around a block rather than

tread upon a worm, is a greater man
than Couer de Lion ever was, from
every intelligent point of view.’

"It may be wrong and wicked.”
cricdl the beautiful woman vehement-
Iy, with Hashing eves and fushed
face, “and if it is T can't help it and
I don't care; but I am tired to death
ol this dreary monotony of peace and
prosperity. and the ring of a spear-
head upon a breastplate or the clash
of swords i a glonous cause would
make sweeter music for me than all
the piping herdsmen of Utopia.—or
all the fiddlers of Ironia, for that mat-
ter,” and bursting into tears she rose
hastity from the table and left the
room. “Well I'll dectare ™ exclaimecl
my host pushing back his chair.
“Wheo can solve the female enigma?”

I could not, but the one under con-
sideration had gratfied me exceed-
ingly by her strange conduct, though
I could not tell exactly why., It is
said that women are past finding out
and T have never been a careful inves-
tigator. hut without understanding it.
the contemptuous reference to the
“fiddlers of Troma™ braced me up 1m-
mensely,

With a woman's penetration, prol-
ably Mrs, Morrns saw further into the
matter than any of us and saying
something about girls heads being
filled with romance she left the table
alwo and followed her cdaugitter from
the roam. The meal had been con-
clicled some time before, and as Miss
Morris® unexpected denouement—
if the word may he used here. had
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very naturally put an end to the con-
versation, my host led the way and
we adjourned to the library.

Ten or Aifteen minutes after leaving
the dining roon we were made aware
by the ringing of a gong that the car-
riage had arnived and looking owt 1
saw a hawdsome vehicle with two
seats bestdes the driver’s, standing at
the door. My host called for the Jadies
andd they came down immediately.
Miss Helen blushed as she entered
the reom and approaching her father
with downcast eves, kissed him on
the cheek. "How now, my young
renegade, what means this treason to
yvour country ' he exclaimed hold-
mg her face between s hands and
Iookmg at her with mock severity.

[t simply means that the country
ix all right Ma Pere, but that T am
not ready for the millemum.” she re-
plied smiling faintly and with that she
turned on me a glance that macde my
heart bound and T mentally snapped
my fingers at the “fAddlers of Iroma.”
There was something in that glance
which said plainer than words, that
there was a bond between us and the
alhiance would be continued. She was
attireel for the drive in a blue Rannel
gown buttoned to the throat hke an
English riding habit, with jaunty cap,
and gloves to match. Her mother was
similarly dressed in a dark brown suit,
and without delay we passed ot 1o
the carriage.

Ax we stood by the carriage, winle
my host was giving the motorman
directions as to the course of the
drive. Mrs. Morrts remarked that |
ha¢] best sit on the back seat with the
professor, as looking forward. it gave
2 hetter opportunity for observation,
The seats faced each other and
whether it was by acctdent or design,
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(I hoped the latter,) her mother had
no sooner spoken the words than
Miss Helen stepped forward and plac.
<t her foot on the step to enter the
carnage. 1 helped her in awd her
mother after her an< then at another
lightuing ke flash of those wonder-
ful eves which conveyved more mean.
g than any mere words, [ entered
the carriage and took my seat oppo-
site to her, Professor Morns follow-
e taktng Ins seat by my side and as
1 looked into the face of the peeriess
woman before me, xo chaste and
beautiful, with just the suggestion ol
a fine scorn in the curve of the ex-
qumteh chiseled mouth and droop-
ing e\elui«. [ felt that but for the
presence of others 1 must have fallen
on iy knees before her, IF Cupid had
let wme pass throngh all the vears be-
fore, unscathed, he was atoning for
his dereiiction by a mnst extraordin-
ary <isplay of archery, for with every
glance of those glorious eves an ar-
row seemed to ¢uiver in my heart.
Never having experienced the senti-
ment, sensation—or whatever it is—
of love, my resources in that direc-
tion were untouched and I came Lo
it like a strong man to a race. T had
known this woman less than two davs
and already 1 ielt as if 1 had known
and loved her for vears, so .
pressed apon my heart wits every
feature of her face and every speak-
ing glance of thase marvelous un
fathomable eves. Duleed, hy soime
stritnge  consciousness it hegan to
dawn upon me that T had looked
upon that face aud nto those eves
before, Was there truth in the theo-
sophical philosophy of Plato, or had
T scen herin a deeam ? 1t xeemed m-
credible ta me that T had loaked npon
her for the firs time, only the day be.
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fore. It could uot be! 1 could not in
so short a time have become so -
miliar  with  every  lineament  and
every changing expression ol quick
intelligence,

When we left my friend’s door, we
did not go towards the captod hut in
another direction, through streets ]
had not seen before. The houses
were unpretentious as a rule, built of
brick and stone mostly and every-
where there wis  an  appearance of
comfort without ostentation. We
passed  through aules of  <haded
streets, by foumains and monuments,
through parks and pleasure grounds,
finding everywhere beauty, cleanii-
ness and evidences of prosperity. We
passed  houses of the most cistin.
guished men of the nation, including
those of the president, members of
the Supreme Cabinet and others emi-
nent for their achievements in the
field of science and letters, and there
was no naticeable differcnce between
them anmd the residences ol ordinary
citizens, There seemed to e no aris.
tocratic quanter and when I propased
tex turn throngh the slums and sue-
cevabed in making myvself wulerstood,
I was infarmed that there wias np
~hims ad nething correspanding to
them.

“IMave vou then reached that ileal

social  stite where  vou have  ne,
paor 27 T asked.
“We have at least reached that

uleal sovial stite where we hiave nn
rich.” answeral the professor,
_.,.-J”‘.R‘{“II,’ Do vom mican to sav Lt
von bave no weaithy ¢lass ar pl%7
TN ore,” reptiel iy hast s Cthat we
have e weilthy persan at a'L”
What!" T exelmined ;. "not o
single rich ran in the entive repal-

i ="
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“XNot a single ricl man, woman or
cluld in the entire republic and never
can be.” was the answer,

[ shall not argue about this,” I
remarked aiter a few minutes re-
Hection, “and whether or not it is a
desirable condition, it s certainly a
peculiar ane for a country like this,
that seems to be blessed, not only
with material resources of cvery de-
scription. but with the skill and en-
ergy (o utilize them to the last de-
gree. Will von explain 1o me why it
is that m such a country a man of in-
dustry and good judgment does not
grow rich as elsewhere in the world.”

“For the same reason that a man
does not lift himself over a stile by
the straps of lus boots,” answered the
professor facetiously. “Simply  be-
cause it is a feat wunpossible of ac-
complishntent,”

“But why ¥ the conditions <eem to
he most favarable,”

“In the tiest place,” said the pro-
fessor” if it were not for debt, inter-
et and wnearned ncrement. men
coulit nor Leeome rich even where
they are not restratned: and in the
sceond place, here, where we have
none of (hese evils, we anticipate the
posstbility of such a thing by legisla-
tion which renders it impossible.”

“Bat that is what T wish to under-
staned : how o vou evade these evils
—as vou eall them, on the ane hand
andd anticipate them on the ather?”

“Well," replied the professar, "he.
sides having no deht, interest or un-
carned increment, which coudilion
it=¢li s a bar to wealth, we have a
aradnated income tax which would
reach the paint of conhiscation belore
ceven moderate wealth, according 1o
vour standards, is attained. For in-
sznee, all incomes ahove Roo diems.
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are taxed ten per cent. and ten per
cent. for every additional iour hun-
dred diems, which limits the income
to forty four hundred diems. for at
that point the tax takes the whale.
Y ou see this tax limits incomes to a
possible sum of twelve huadred
diems.”

“But,” said I, “‘without asking it
argumentatively, how can you, who
are such a stickler for justice in the
abstract, justify this confiscation of a
inan’'s property, when, as vou claim,
vour system is so perfect that it can-
not he acquired by dishonest meth-
ods.

“Theoretically, it is unjust.” as-
sented the professor, “but the ob-
ject of a truly enlightened govern-
ment is not so much to vindicate any
cthical code, as to secure the happi-
ness and welfare of its citizens. If a
particular bull should grow horns so
much longer than the rest of the herd
as to put it at its mercy. he should be
dehorned although it might seem
cruel! not hecause he had acquired
his weapons unjustly. but beeause
having them puts it in his power to he
nnjust. We have ideal political con-
ditions and [ caunot conceive how a
man with any amount of money here.
could use it to the derriment of oth-
ers, but you remember Alexander's
hoast that no city was impregnable to
him. into which he could introduce
an ass laden with gold.™

“\When vou stated just now that
vou hard no such things as debt, in-
terest and uncarned increment.” |
remarked. “[ take it that vou intend-
ed to convey the idea that these were
practical nulities above the limit Ax-
ed by vour tncome tax. Below that
limit T presume a man mav use his
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money in the way that will yieid the
largest returns.”

“He may use it in any legitimate
way,” was the answer, ** That is, he
may buy commodities or employ {a-
bor or engage in anv enterprisc that
does not conflict with the statutes,
My statement though was absolutely
truc; there is no such thing as debt,
interest  and  unearned increment
even in the most Timited sense.”

“Then you have no credit system
at a2 [ asked.

“Our people do not know the
meaning of the word credit, when ap-
phed to commercial transactions,”
replied the professor. A man cannot
hecome a debtor or creditor because
the law «does not recognize any such
conditions. The nearest approach to
it 15 the inding force of contracts,
but the statutes have heen so careful-
ty framed that the obligations of con-
tracts cannot he muadle to partake of
the nature of <debt. There heing no
such thing as debt, there can of
course be no such thing as interest,
And as by the national exchange
svstenn, notling can he sold for more
than the average cost of production,
obe man cannot make mach money
off of another man’s labore ™

"It seems then, that one uhject of
vour government is to keep the peo-
ple paor!™ “The object,” aunswered
the pralessor, “is not to keep the peo-
ple poor, hut to keep them in such a
condition of equality that one class
cannot take advantire of another,
but wealth and poverty are purely
relative tertms atkl it cannot he said
that the object s any more ta Keep
them all poor than to make them all
rich, And when { said that we had no
rich people. T meant according {n
vour stindard e that  of the okd
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warld, In the truest sense o people
are lor the most part 2l rich, haviag
a conmtry abounding with resources
olf every kind which have been uniliz-
el and bemg protected from taxes,
mterest and every form of oppression
that could rob them of the frunts of
their labor.”

“Amd do you mean to say that vou
have no taxes cither?” T asked in-
creduiousiy. " Practicatly none.” my
friend answered. “We have a gradu-
ated income tax, but only in theory
s there s no opportunity for its ap-
plication and it was ooly enacted to
guard against unforeseen contingen-
ctes. There = a tax toa, on all unused
land of five per cent. of what it is cap-
able of producing that heing what the
state would get from it if it was cult.
vated, But as this results in the gov-
crnment owmng  all of  the unused
Lened andl as any citizen can take pos-
session of and hold all that he can
use, free of charge s himself lus
heirs and assigns forever, that tax s
practically moperative.”™ “Really.” |
exclanned, “the more | jearn of this
wonderiul country, the more | am
amazed! Butif yon have no taxes tell
me how this maxlel government is
supporiel.”

"The hurcan of subsistence and the
department of pubbe atilities supply
the means necessury for the expenses
of the government,” ansaered the
professor. “WEHD von expliin 1o me
how this s dome 27 T oasked, 1t cer-
tuinly mnst he a very complicatedd
S_'\'~1L'1|-.."

SO e eontrave” replicl) the
profes<ar, Uit s o extremelh simple
et evesy sverchant aned dsvmer
vour country puts it in practice in e
cooniet ol e
amul passenger tartfs nn he rualionads,
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canals and navigable rivers and hght-
mg, power. telephone and expres:-
services and franchises vield the de-
partiment of public utihities a sufici-
ent sum, together with the profts
derived from the national exchange
svatem. to meet all the expenses oi
government,”

“1 see.” said 1L " The profits of all
tas business go 1o the government,”

"Yex, to the government,” an-
swered my friend, “for to nse a lhie-
tion of this kind is a convenient way
10 express the aggregate ownership
of the people.” "1 can see but one
difficuity.” 1 remarked. "and that is
m adjusting these tariffs and profits.
as at 13 umpossibie to tell what 1hey
will vield.™

“That presents no difficnlties.” was
the repby, “as the tariffs and percent.
ages for the ensuing vear are hased
on the expenses of the government
the vear hefore. For instance. the to-
tal cost of operating the government
last vear was about two hundred mul-
Lion diems of which about five and a
hall milhions are used in defraving the
expenses of the government proper,
anc the balance in nperating its ex.
changes and utilines. Assuming that
the bustress of these departments will
be the same this vear as last, it is 4
~simple arithmetical problem o i
the taritiz to raise the necessary
aiount. s a matter of fact though,
in making up the budget for any vear.
a very liberal margin 1z allow ed aml
the excess thus acernng 1s expended
by the depariment of progression in
scientific experimentation andd new
utifities,” “You say the actual cost
of government last vear, outside of
running vour railroads, exchanges
and other utilities, was about five and
a hall million diems: what is a diem >
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"It is the value of a day’s work and
is the unit of our financial system, It
is about the value of an American ol-
lar.”

“And what is the population of the
republic?”

.\ Iittle over fifty millions.”

“[t seems incredible,” said I. “that
tifty millions of people can be gov-
erned for this sum and—"

“Say served for this sum!” mter-
rupted the prolessor,

“\Well served for that sum and [
cannot understand it in any other
light than that vour people have ad.
vanced o a higher plane of intelli-
gence and morality than the people
of other countnes.”

“It may be said without cgotism
that they have advanced to a some-
what bigher plane of mtelligence.”
said the professor. “lor the results of
it are here to show: but I do not
think they are any hetter moraliv.
Morahty and religion 12 the surplus
crop here, as in America and every-
where else. They do not roly and op-
press because they have combined
for mutual protection against each
other.”

“The entire government s¢ems to
e rin on the principles of a great
trust or corporation,” 1 remarked.

“Thats just exactly what 1t s re-
plied my friend. 1t s the logical end
aied culmmation of trusts and mo-
nopoly, It 1sa trust formed  of the
whole people for purposes of govern.
ment, commerce. transportation, ed.
ucation and evervthing else that per-
tains to their welfare. The cost of the
entire system in all its branches, op-
erative, legislative, judicial, -educa-
tional gnd penal, amounts te an im-
post of about five per cent. on com.
merce, while the tariffs for transpor-

tation andd other public utilities prob-
abiy does not exceed one-half of what
they are in countries dominated by
wealth.” 1 had never had any com-
mercial tramng. but T knew that it
cost all the way from ten to one hun-
tred per cent. of the value of any pro-
duct in the United Stares to get it nut
of the hands of the producer and into
those of the consamer. “What is the
total busmess of this vasr trost in all
brauches > | askex,

"Something hike four bilhons of
diems,” replied the Professor.

Fifty millions of peaple in oneg
great trust! and that so orgamzed
and safe-guarded that no member
could ever take advantage of another.
I conld scarcely conceive of such a
thing. but it was extremely simple i
theory and there it was, in successful
operation right helore my eyes.

I am beginning to comprehend
something of vour wonderful scheme
of povernment, I remarked, “but as
one of the first things [ learned after
leaving my ship was that you do not
use metal money as a medivm of ex-
change. I am curious to learn some-
thing of vour financial system. How
does vour medinm of exchange orig-
nate and an what is it based 27

“1 bhelieve,” sattl the Preofessor,
withont  answering  my  question,
“that our financial svstent s as near
perfect ax anvihing of human origin
can be”

“ Al (o vou not think your whole
governmental scheme s perfect?”
[ asked in surprse.

“Neo mudeed.” replicd my friend.
Tt is ideal in comparison with what
has been secomplished in the world
hefore, but the hnal perfect govern-
ment ix no government ab all”
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"Wy 'rofessor, you cannot nean
anarchy ! | exclaimedl.

“O no.” he answered, “just no
government.  \When people become
fully civibzed and Christianized, and
that narrow delusion catled patriot-
ism gives place to world-wide frater-
nalism, there will he no necessity for
government or laws.”

“For gowiness sake.” T cried,
“leave something  Jor heaven and
hereafter!  But this monetary sys-
tem, tell ne something about that.”

“It is all comprehended in thexe
propositions,’” said the Professor.
The value of anything ix what it is
worth to man; and it is honestly
worth to one man what 1t costs an-
other man to produce it. Value in a
medium of exchange can only inhere
when that medium is a commodity of
mtrinsic worth, or when it represents
such a commodity, and then its value
ts exactly that of the article it repre-
sents,”

“Very well, go an.”

“Where there are no exchangeahle
commodities of value, there can he
no hanest medium of exchange be-
cause there is no exchangeable com-
maodity for it (o represent. Here, the
value of cvervthing 15 based on the
average cost of production. and when
it pusses ont of the hands of the pro-
ducer, he is entitled 1o its value in
anvihing clse he may want, In a
crucle state of sncicty this exchange
1w effected by bartering one article
for e ather directlv. ar hy canvert-
wig them sto picces of metiel or other
unscientic forms of oney’ of un-
certain or arbitvary valve and nzing
it asoa medinm of exchanege, 1iat as
s meBiam is an wscerlin quantity,
depeading an the diseovery af mines,
the vagmies of lewislation and the
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manipulation of the Ananciers who
own and control it, commerce in all
commotdities becomes a mere shut-
tlecock in the hands of the mouey
masters, and the value of everything,
in their medinm, s subject to their
will. Under such conditions, it is not
strange that in a country where plen-
ty is produced for all. a few roll tn
wealth and luxwory, while many suf-
ier for the actual comforts of hife, [t
is 1ot strange either, that those who
cantrol the money are the ones that
roll in wealth, while those who do all
the work and produce all of the com-
modities grovel in want.  This ix the
result of ignorance on the part of the
producing masses and 1s about on a
par with that fabled transaction in
which were concerned two cats, a
monkey and a piece of cheese. In the
place of that crude and unjust system.
the Iron Republic employs a scien-
tific method that is just to ail.  The
value of every product is scientific-
ally fixed by the average cost of pro-
duction, and when a mau produces
anvthing he delivers it to the great
popular trust called the government
and receives therefor its assientos,
which are certificates of its value and
deposit. As evervthing that 1s pro-
duced is placed in escrow just Lhe
same. these assientos are exchange-
able for any other commodity on the
same hasis of value. These assicntos
then, are the circulating medium and
nat a diem of them can exist outside
of the national exchange unless its
value in some commaodity exists with-
in it. As long as there is a diem’s
worth of any commodity in the hands
ni 1he government exchange, there is
otttstanding. somewhere, a diem to
represynt that commodity.  When
that commadity is withdrawn lor
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cousumption the diem is absorbed by
the government and the financial in-
cilent 1s closed. These assientos are
ninnbered and dated and must go
through the exchange once a year,
erther in exchange for commodities
or new assientos, {they are re-issued
every year), soif any are lost or de-
stroycd after the date of the annual
funding they are made good to the
loser, if he has preserved the numbers
so that his loss can be identified. Un-
der this svstem1 no great store of
money can be hoarded anywhere,
and there is no temptation in that di-
rection as it cannot he made to vield
interest or increment. In carrying
out this great governmental trast
four billions of diem are issned and
absarbed annwally, and so the great
financial tide ebbs and Aows with the
regrularity and certainty of the tides
of the ocean. Best of all. no man can
receive value until he produces value,
and so we have a great human hive
i which there are no drones. This
may seem to you a small volume of
business for so large a nation, but as
middle men are practically eliminat-
ed and there is no wasteful competi-
tionn. a mutual exchange of commad-
ities is effected with much less trad-
mg than in yvour country.”

“And have you no metrchants at
all.” T asked.

() yex,” was the answer, "'we have
a considerable number of men engag-
ed in supplying the wants of the peo-
pie, besides those employved at the
exchange, but they can hardly he
caliedl merchants, as they are in real-
ity caterers. They establish them-
selves in locations more convemient
1o the people of certain sections than
the exchange and receive a small ad-
vance over the exchange prices
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merely on account of that comven.
ience. The exchange fixes the price
though of everything and the cater-
ers are only paid enough more 1o pay
for this convenience as the exchange
is open for all. Of course this ap-
plies only to the commodities that
are handled in the exchange: there
are many commodities, perishable
goods, conlectioneries and an endless
variety of gimeracks, that are not re-
ceived into the exchange at all and
are dispensed by the caterers.”

"Your absolute cash system un-
doubtedly saves a vast amount of loss
and litigation.” said I, “but men are
compelled to have accommodation
or suffer, and that, it seems to me 1s
where vour syvstem would work great
hardship."”

“If there was no remedy,” replied
the I’rolessor. it were still better
that a few should suffer than many.
but the system provides even against
this. If a man has nothing he is a
panper. in the language of your
country, and could not get accommo-
dation there nor anvwhere eise. If
he has non-perishable property of
any kind though, here, he can go to
the exchange in his commonweaith
and get assientos to the amount of
fifty per cent. of the value of the
propert without interest. Of course
he must give a hond for this value
signed by freeholders to protect the
exchange against loss.”

“Referring to these assientos, =1t
not possible to counterfeit them?” 1
asked.

“Tt nnght he done.” answered the
Professor. “although they are print-
ed on specially prepared paper. but
as every man who passes one may he
required to endorse it wonld be
like countericiting a bank check m

1
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vonr country. shich ean be dime by
ams hoddy. The penalty though, is xe-
vere, atkl as we have no idle cliss,
there i1s no criminal ciass, and any
kind of a2 misdemeanor is a rare oc.
currence in this conntey.”

“1oshould  think,” | remarked,
“that having to endaorse these assien-
tos in every sntall trausaction would
he annoyimg.”

"They are not used i simall trans-
actions,” was the reply.  “They may
be deposited and  converted into
fracttonal currency at any postof.
hce,”

“Tndecd, and what are the dlenom-
mations of your money ™

"Our lowest denomination is the
minum, which representx five minutes
labor. Then we have three minutes,
six minutes.and the hora. which is sup-
posed to represent an honrs work and
ix & dav’s work here is eight hours,
the hora is worth aboot twelve and a
half cents in vour money.  Above
thes, we have the quarter diem. half
dhem ol diem, In the Tarper de-
nonmations  there  are  one,
three, bve and ten dhems Money
here represents Tabor and  labor s
macle the bases, or ami, 0 T omay use
that term, of its vatne. Twelve mi
nums nuke a hori: eioht horas make
oo

While (s comversation, <o ey
sl uninteresting 10 1he onlinan

lwied

vewler. was oing on, nany phees of
meervest were peantesd out toome and
I avies keenly afive 1o the heaclies of
the ey throngh which we were rap-
idly prapeiled. Afernards we pass.
o out ins the eonmiyy, wheve on
cvery lean] were the smse eviletees
of prosperity b lad seen i the ey,
Malewr T

o vd Tinnis,

Ve ataris:bie h--nﬂ‘h'.
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ture taxed 1o the last degree to sub-
serve the convenience ol man.

"It must have taken a great while.”
I remarked, “for people to reduce
the art of hving to this point of per-
fection.”

“On the contrary,” replied my
friend, “the change was wrought in a
very few years, hen the people
found that it paid to live m this intel-
ligent, scientihic way and the spirit of
reform gat in the air, they weunt at it
with a vim."”

We were going through a pleas-
ant, shady lane, on one side of which
were some cattle standing under the
trees and on the other, 2 man plow-
g in a held with a horse—the fArse |
had seen. We were vet some chs-
tance from the farm house when
hearing a bumming noise behind us
I Tooked aroame and =aw a hox or a
car about as long and thick and abour
half as wide as a square pianoe run-
ning  towards s on two  cables
stretehied on poles, 1 had moticerd
these cables aned a 1ot of other wires
hut 1 hadd not learned all of their uses.
“"Here's another new one on et |
cried, standing up in the carnage o
see the thing go by,

“That is the rural express.” saii
the Professor, langhing, and then he
directed the motorman w keep up
with it until we paxsed the farm house
that 1 might have an apportunty 1o
sce it work if it should have some-
thing tiy deliver there. Tt was run
ning about thirty miles an hour and
we spurted along by it till it passed
the house.  The hox or carrier ran
eicht or ten feet above the ground
aral when it reached a pole in front of
the house, eme of a numbher of knobs
ar cranks that proiected from the
<ie aof 1 engaged a pin on the pole
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and several packages were thrust out
of the rear end of it and dropped into
a box-like receptacle attached to the
pole just below. A gong was rung
at the same time and a lady came out
of the house, lowered the box with a
pulley and took out the packages.
This rural delivery, the Professor told
me, was one of the newest of the pub-
lic utilities and was just being intro-
duced. [t had proved a success and
the department of progress intend-
ed to put them on throughout the
Republic. They were run from the
exchanges and postoffices and car-
ried, besides mail, packages up to
twenty pounds weight. The cables
also carried electric light and power
currents and the carriers ran in cir-
cuits going on round and back to the
starting point when empty., Several
of them passed us while we were on

the line of the circuit and were run-
ning continuously. This section of
country was an elevated plateau and
to the northward could be seen the
blue outlines of the HNlyrian hills.

The afternoon was perfect with an
[ndian summer haze, and as we trav-
eled at the rate of about twenty
miles an hour we traversed a wide ex-
tent of territory. Scenes of Arcadi-
an beauty were spread out every-
where, and as I thought of the miser-
able hirelings and wage earners of
America and the old world, the sweat
shops and crowded tenements, the
dwarfed and stunted lives that result
from the mad struggle for wealth, I
said feelingly, 1 would to God the
poor of my country could come here
when they die: it would be heaven to
them!”

(To be continued.)
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wotthl grow tired of 1, T compre-

£6 HAT wore could heaven
W be?” exclatmed the I'ro-
fessor, stretching out lis

hand toward the lovely undulating
felds. 1o hve, to labor and to
[ove! Is that not heaven? Un-
harrowed by galling apprehension of
poverty and want, walking the sweet
sequestered vale of life and taking
irom the hands of all-providing. Dbe-
neficent nature every good and heau-
uful cthing that can minister to our
wants, what more can heaven he than
an endless continuation of the same?
And this would I»e the condition of
the whole world if men could learn
the unwisdom of selishness or were
but wise enough to combine for mu-
tual protection against themsefves!”
His wife gazed upon him with al-
fectionate admiration. but the heau-
tiful dauwghter looked away listlessly
as though she were bored with it ali.
I felt, with a pang of disappomtment,
that this beautiful woman must after
all be shallow and feclingless. bu
when. a moment later, she turned o
me witlt a wistiul look in her eves
ancl asked me if Tdid not think that if
one hac been born in heaven and had
never  Bved anywhere clse, they

hended something of the ennui that
made hife tiresowe to her even n so
blest a country.  And again 1 seap-
ped my fingers at the “fddlers of Iro-
i, for said 1 to myseti—although [
ktiew little of 1he female heart—"na
wonian would hecome ennuied with
this glorious country if she had re.
ally learned to love and the object of
her love were here!™

We encountered motoreveles of
every description and passed through
several shires where the national ex-
change  buildings,  postoftices  and
public schools, looked like the build-
intgrs of some old barany or monas-
tery of the middle ages. but with what
a difference!  ‘These people were
great and free with no feudal masters
o fatten and fight, or shaveling
priests to feast aud fatten on the
fruits of their toil.  Fach for all and
all {or each, not hecanmse they were
more unselfish than their less fortun-
ate iellowmen hut becanse they had
learned that only a few could be
ereat and vich, and acung witl the
wisdom and power that belonged to
the majority,  they  had  nmuadly
agreed that none should he rich and
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none greal except i a neble aud un-
selfish way that made the greatness
of one the commaon beritage and
Pleasure of all,

Makiugr a wide detour we canie to
the Urbana river and followed its
course back to the city. It was as
picturesque  as  the Hudson but
no palaces lined its banks. Maodest
and unpretendig cottages, comforta-
ble andd adequate; many of themn
beautifui m design, but all simple and
unostentatious, as though built more
for use than to advertise the station
of the owner, faced the wide boule-
vard that ran by the river like the
iong winding strects of an old fashion-
ed American village. We had reach-
ed the great dam only a few miles
from the city and stopped to look at
the public buildings where the mil-
lton horse power of the mighty river
was transmuted into that subtle, tn-
comprehensible force that night and
day. ran hundreds of miles of rail-
road, thonsands of electric hights, ru-
ral express carriers, mills and other
public utilities.

“See 'said the professor as the sun
touched the horizon, a great ball of
fire, *the grand old sun after light-
ing ad warming us all day, will st
by this water he has lifted from the
sea, work for us all night!™ Tt was
beautiful, Far up the rviver to a dis-
tant bend, the water nbove the dam
lav smaooth aml plaeid aodd flashed
like silver, O owe side a steep wond.
¢l bank dezcended froom the boule-
vard to the water’s edee where were
rustic ~eats and boathouse< ot mter-
vabs wlong O the other <ile 4 wall
of rack, perpendicular in some places,
amml scamued and serraied Tike the

voneh chosed] fociwle of  some nldd
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giant’s castle, rose sheer to the height
of nearly a hundred feet, over the
ectge of which in some places fell
great festoons of Howering vines,

“Those lovely banks,” said the pro-
fessor, after | had admired their pic-
turesque beauty, “were once crown-
ed with the vilias of the manufactur-
ing. commercial and financial barons
of this country. The masses labored
for them, the great river toiled for
them. Now. where pretentious pal-
aces once vied with each other to ad-
vertise their owner’s wealth, stand
the happy homes of a people who
are netther masters nor slaves, and
the great river too, is masterless, for
lo, it works for allt”

At this moment the great sun dis-
appeared behind the horizon and as
the broad amber bars of light flashed
up and expanded like Haming ban-
ners in the sky, a deep solemn chime
of music came rolling grandly down
from towards the city whose outlines
could hut dimly be discerned against
the background of mght that loomed
behind, On came the music, stately
and gran:l as became the time and
scene. Sinking lo deep sweet sym-
phonies that seemed to breathe the
spirit of biest contentment anud repose
anon it swelled to magnificent burst
of glorious music that carried a note
of exultation and trivmph like the ex.
ulting pean of a world wide victory of
the ages. Unconsciously T uncoveren
my heied under the spell of the divine
nacturne and in every direction as far
as 1 conld s¢e: on the boulevard or i
boats upon the river, men stopped
aned listened reverentially as 1o the
Angelus, VFor ten minutes the glar-
wnts strain swelled from the “tower
of musie.” rolled out over the fading
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landscape, and echoed and reverber-
ated along the walls and cliffs of the
winding river. And then ceasing,
with a flash, ten thousand electric
lights punctuated the gathering
darkness and the great city gleamed
in flashing outline Jike the realization
of a fairy scene in a story of the Ara-
bian Nights.

I looked at my host. His eyes were
closed, he sat with such an expression
of deep solemnity and peace upon his
noble face, that I felt a thrH of awe
as though i the presence ol an in.
spired prophet of the olden time. I
turned my eves to the gueenty wo-
man that sat before me and the spell
had worked not less powerfully on
her. Her head was thrown back, her
hands were clasped and from her hait
closed eves the tears were running
down her cheeks. That music was a
man’s soul, the soul of genius, lav-
ishing itsell on earthborn clods with
such beauty and power as for the mo-
ment to make them too, feel that they
were divine, And what was I in the
presence ol a spirit like this? In the
exaltation of that moment so gross
a thing as jealousy coukl not abide
and I felt myself a glow worm with
the sunshine beating upon me.

*Fiddlers of Ironia!” Never agum
could T force my lips to frame those
words. No one spoke save the mo-
torman. who when the music ceased
and the last thythmic wave was lost
in the dark’ning reaches of the river,
uttered a deep “amen.” and at a sig-
nal from my host, pulled sharply on
hix lever and we shot away towards
the city.

The critical reader may ohserve
that the conversation and discussions
just recorded are better smted o an

industrial congress than a drawing
room or carriage ride through a
beantiful country in the company of
beautiful women. But it must be re-
membered that the astounding con-
ditions Ly which 1 was surrounded
were entirely new to me. It was as if
a man should be Lo full growa into
the wonclers of the 20th century, and
as a stucdent and politician my envi-
ronment impressed me no less by the
wherefore than facts of its existence.

When an inquisitive boy gets hold
of a mechanical toy he scarcely awaits
to see it operate before going mto 1t
to see how it operates, And so, while
I was charmed and enthused by my
surroundings and interested m my
compamons, {deeply in one of them}.
the emotion of curiosity was upper-
maost in my mind, The facts of the ex-
istence ol amazing facts were broad-
cast before me everywhere, The
wherefore of their existence I was
reaching after greedily, I [ may use
such an expression, the is-ness was
like a world bathed n sunlight, The
why-ness like cloud drifts breaking
over the horizon and  fAoating to-
wards me.

All of us being somewhat fatigued
with the long aiternoon drive, we sat
up only long enough after the even-
ing repast 1o take a resume of the
day ancd then retired, The next marn-
ing I held a conversation with Cap-
raim Drent over the telephone and
then took the train for Negia.  The
duties of his office prevented Troi-
exsar Maorris from accompanying me
anel T amticipated rather a dull ride,
but 1 had no seoner entered my com-
partment than | discovered that T
was in the company of an erigina
character,
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“Peace be o vou brother.” skl
he as ook my seat opposite to im
i the car.

“The same to you my friend.” |
replied, not knowing what else to say.

Do you hive m thix Gad jorsaken
city of the plain?” he asked waving
his hand in a general way towards
the world outside,

“Oniy a  temporary  sojourner,”
sald I surprised at his words and the
solemn tones of condemnatton with
which they were uttered.

“Tven a temporary  sojourn in
Sodom will do vou hurt my brother,”
sail he sententiously. “Come out
from among them and he yve separ-
ate " saith the Holy ook, Fol wus
only a  temporary sojournce in the
city of the plain, but if yon wili read
Ins subseqnent history in the Divine
Aliegory you will admit that it could
nat have heen any worse with him if
he had Jived there all his hie. These
things were written in the Divine Al-
legory for our guidance in real life
and we o well to take heed lest we
tao partake of ¢vil and <o hring ruin
upon ns,"”

S 1 said looking at him in as-
tonishment, "I am a stranger here
and T omust confess that vouor lan-
quage is bevond my comprebension.
It I may make hold (o ask. who and
what are yvou?”

“I pereeive that yvou are indeed a
Atranger,” remarked the man with
an tnconscions swell of prisle in his
valce, Car van wortld et need o ask
ial question, | am the vaice of one
craing in the wilderness ‘prepare ve
the way of the Lord, make iz paths
strasght ! My jine 15 Moses and 1
am  the fomuler and head of  the
Ziomists, Untn us 30 copitzed the

work of repairmg 1the broken down
walix that the people may go in and
out 1n peace. Have yvou not react the
“Torchlight of Trath? ™ [ assured
hio thae 1 had never seen it

“Abal” he cried. clenching his fist
and shaking 1t at the wmnverse at
large. "The powers of darkness con-
spire (o keep the light from the peo-
ple bt the truth 1s mighty and will
preva]. Read this (pulhing out &
newspaper, the first I had seen. from
a le under the seat and handimg 1t
to me). and when yvou have read it
change your garments. wash vour
flesh in pure water and come nro the
icltowship of Zion.™

I glanced at the paper which was
printed in old English and saw that
it was made up like many sumilar
American pubhications of lamenta-
tions, proclamations and execrations
and was against evervthing in gener-
al and the Tron Republic in particu-
lar.

“Why isit.” I asked “that you em-
ploy newspapers while all other news
and general intelligence iz diffused hv
the telephone?”

“Becanse of a conspiracy «ir, a
tlamnable conspiracy ! pounding his
knee wilh his fist. “In the heginning
we put it on the news service. but it
was excluded by the department of
public utilities on the ground that it
monopolized more than hali the ser-
vice while it was demanded by only a
iew people. And vet xir. we put on
only about one hundred thousand
words a day. Think of it sir. the Di-
vine Truth suppressed because there
was much of it and only a few peaple
wated to hear it! The very reasons
whv it zhould have heen given even if
it manopetized the whole service !
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“I don't guite agree with you
there,” I interrupted. “.\s citizens of
the Iron Republic as I understand it
and contributing to its maintainance,
] should say vou were entitled to the
beneft of the news service in the pro-
portiom that yvour numbers compare
with the population of the country ar
largre. No more than that, but cer-
tainly that much if it is the tdeally
representative government that it is
cliimed to be.”

“God's curse on the idexlly repre-
sentative government it 1s clainted 1o
be!” shouted my strange companion
violently. "What daex it represent
sir? Men, not God! The human and
not the Divine! Gad is the creator of
all things in heaven amd carth and
should rule in botly, not men. T am
happy 10 say that Zionists do not con-
tribute to the maintanance of such a
government except in so far as they
are compelled to by the use of the
public utilities. The_\ have things in
common and hold themselves aloot
from the exchanges so that they can-
not be laxed for the support of aueh
an iniquitous Babyvlon.™

“My dear sir,” I remarked quigtly,
“T am a stranger to you and your
creed and do not wish to enter into
any discussion, but T cannot concieve
how the creator of the world can rule
it except as he does by the laws of
nature which seem to me to he madle-
quate for the government of a civ.
ilized state.”

“¥You cannot see how the Creator
can rule the world!” he exclaimed.
“None are so blind as those who
will not see. Read my bhook on
“Theory of Divine Government!
T1ow did He rule Tsrael in the Divine
Allegory? Was it by voting and

drawing  lots  and patting  Swmith,
Smate amd Smathers m otiice over
Ihs people? hecawse they happened
toy draw their scalz out of a wheel? [
sav no! He called and anointed his
servants to rule over His hentage, (n
ave Jaws aned miake Hix will known
to men!”

“Ah!" 1 exclanned. catching his
drift, “vou mean thar all rulership
should bhe i the bands of those ondy
who are calledl and inspired for that
purpose.”’

“That is exacthy what 1 mean,” he
answered. 11 the people are ruled by
men who are cdivinely cailed to that
high function, they must he ruled ac.
carding to the will of the Supreme
Ruler which is the only perfect way.”

“But how could we know who were
called ta these high offices?” T ven-
tured to enquire,

“How did the people know mn the
Divine Allegory  that Moses anel
Samuel and Paul and David were
called? Because it was revealed to
these men and they made it known
to the people, How do T know that |
have heen called to rule this nation
in the name of the T.ord? Because it
has been revealed to me and I must
make it known to a stubborn and stiff
necked race, whether they will hear
or whether they will forbear. The
powers ol darkness are leapued
against the truth, but the arm of the
I.ord ts not shortened and He will
trisnph cloriousiy over His ene-
mes!”

“So! T mentallvy  ejaculated,
“eranks are not the resolt of environ-
ment. but of aur comman human na-
ture for they hreed them even in the
iroon Republic,

“Ay friend,” Tremarked, nogwish-
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g Lo argue with Tum as 1 had had
some experience with this genus in
America, “I have no controversy
with you, being at the present time a
student, an humble pupii of auy who
will teach me; but several times vou
have referred to a divine allegory.
What do you mean hy that, the
Bibie?”

“The Divine Allegory, my brother,
1s the Holy Word that has been given
to man in figures and emblems for his
guidance in the stern realities of ac-
tual life. It 1s called the Bibte, or
Word, and gives us knowledge of the
will and relations of the Divine to the
human.”

“But,” T asked. “why do vou call it
an allegory ? [s it not a record of the
real facts of God's dealings with
man *”

“Why certainly not,” he replied!
that were impossible.”

“"But why impossible »” T persisted.

“Simply because there 1s no pos-
sible hasis for such real facts. Where
is your Fgypt and Palistine and Je-
rusalem and Babvlon in real life?
Where 12 vour Dead Sea and Mount
Sinat and Rome and Athens?” And
he gave me a look of pitving trinmph.

“Where?" [ retarted somewbhat
comfused by his confident air. hluff-
ecd, as we savin America, “why they
are where they have alwivs heen, of
course, Fgypt is in Africa. Palistine
is 1 Asia, Rowe s Ttaly aml Ath-
ens is e Greece, What's the nedter
with
prones?”

“So ey brother ™ Gwithea conmns-
crating leer.) “do vou cover one im-
possthility with another ! Where then
= veur  Arick Asing Ttady ol
Coreece >

Vi illl}']lt"“" ]J(’("I] l‘jll;ng

“"Where are they " I replied still
further confused by his domineering
insistance, "why they are where they
have always been too, ol course.”

“Well my brother you ask me to
teach vou and vyet vou appear to
know far more than I do. { have been
thirough every provinge of the coun-
try and have circumnavigated its
coast and have failed to find these
places or anything answering to
them.”

“Why man,” I exclaimed in amaze-
ment, “thev are not in the [ron Re-
public, but on the other side of the
world!"

*J tell you I have heen all through
and al! around i1t,” said he contempt-
nously, “and I repeat they do not ex-
18"

“What!" I asked, being now con-
vinced that the man was daft, “do you
mean to say, that there is no world
heyond the confines of this Iron Re-
public ?”

*1 mean to say that this is the
world and if there is any other it has
never been discovered.”

"Why my friend,” T exclaimed,
“vour own histories must record the
fact that this countrv was settied by
colmusts from England as late as the
sisteenth century !

“Ties!” said he snapping his fing-

ers contemptuously. “Scholastic lies

o deceive the credulous and make
fomndation  for evil practices. The
chitdlren of the Truth konow better.”

“Now see here,” T.aid warming
up and getting interested i spite of
(he whole thing, “vou have literature.
hundreds of hooks, histortes, philoso-
phies, poems that were written in
other comntries: how then can von
tleny their existence ¥
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“Lies all,” he replied waving his
hand scornfully as if to brush them
out of the way, " All lies niy brother.”

“You have had ships and men
come here from America during vour
life time ; there are men here now that
were born in that country !’

Al liest” he reiterated. Cun-
ningly devised fables to deceive the
unwary. but the children of the Truth
know better.”

“The devil! I'm from America my-
self!™

“Lies. all li— —

“Thunderation!” I cried seizing
him by the collar and yanking htm
aut of the seat. "Do you mean to call
me a lie?”

“Help! Help!” he shouted lustily,
“‘the manis crazy !”

“You are crazy vourseif, vou in-
fernal old loon!" I shouted shaking
hitn all over the seats.

“Friends! fetllowmen! save me
me from the clutches of this maniac!”
he appealed to the other passengers,

*Come and take this damned old
lunatic off my hands!” T shouted. still
holding on to him. And so as we surg-
ed back and forth and other pas-
sengrers began climbing  over seats
to et to us, a gong sounded and 2
moment later the car ran down on
the siding at Aegia and the doors
flew open.

b 3 = * * E ¥ * *

“

We must have been fifteen hun-
dred) feet above the earth aml fronn
that high altitude had a maost magnii-
icent  view. dountains coull be
ween m the blue distance. and rivers
winding through sunny fields with
here and there a lake that fashed like
silver, Many towns and villages were
visihle from where we Hoated high

up in mid air, trains of cars, far helow
s looked like great, black, jointed
worms crawling swiftly along the
earth and the crispmess of the rarified
atmosphere would have civlled us
but for the ¢xercise of driving the
great double aeroplane, '

[t was exhilerating to the highest
degree as we swung around in great
ascending circles or hurtled quiver-
ing down throngh the air in long to-
boggan slides. to leap up again as
though sprung from a catapult, when
the steering fan was dipped. Helen
Morris never looked more heautiful
than as we swung side by side under
the aeroplane and surveved the pan-
orama of the earth heiow, During
the vear of our acquaintance T had
made no more progress n loving or
love making than on the first day we
met.  Alwavs  kind. svmpathetic,
sometimes almost tender, she never-
theless held me at a worshipiul dis-
tance, never repulsing, but alwavys re-
pressing me in a way that convinced
me that my st was not disagreeable,
—but hopeless. No shghting refer-
ence had been made to Prolessor
Hallaun since the day when in her
impetitons argument with her father
she sneered at the fiddlers of Tronia,
and indead, her conduct afterwards
indicated repentance for her hasty
and unjust words, for tn her subse-
guent manner towards him in my
presence  she  seemed desirons o
make atonement by heing especially
kieel, She was interested m e, that
[ was sure of. and when T achieved
same notoriety hy winning the some.
what  fwmons  “gangplow”  case
agamst the state, amd began to he
talked alonn s the brilliant attomey
feoam eericst, e ebation was <o sin-
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cere and apparent as to give me the
hope that [ had won two suits at the
same time; but when I owould have
improved the occasion to press my
claim for her heart and hand, she pro-
tested declanng with tears that 1
rave her great pam and begged e
to desist. Notwithstandings, she seem-
¢l ta be happier with me than with
Professor Hailam and 1 reached the
conclusion after close observation
that her hand had been pronused (o
him and she was (oo prowd ar too
true to draw back when zhe found
that her heart coukd not he given
with it. T had vielded to my iate and
while improving every _apportumty
to bask in her presence. 1 no more
spoke of my Jove, But this glorious
aiternoon [ found it hard to repress
the promptings of my heart, She
looked so Liappy and all natnre seem-
ed so glad. that I could not hring my-
self to feel that 1 was a fimally reject-
cd lover,

The novelty and delight of my po-
sition made me again to doubt the re-
ality of it all and looking into her eves
that beamed as tender as the hlue
sky above us, T saxl “this must be
heaven materialized and mexlerniz-
ed.” “TH so, then a good many feat-
urces were elimmated in the process,”
replied my fade companion.

"I care not what ix Licking o long
as that feature which makes it heiv-
et be here” 1 <ail looking straight
o her deep brown eves,

A prav what s thae 27 <he ask-
el

“The angelic!”

“Tat  fear ahe h'-»linlnl:-_\' oi 1he
e Book which reconds tha e
wats cist out, T woull e tenped tn
retart that Toocifer i ai~a an vt

dence.”
langhing.

“His was a sad fate,” saul I. “"but
not so sad as mine, for he was shmn
out forever from the sight of the hliss
which he had lost, while I, alas, nmust
endure the double grief of losing
what is more than heaven to me¢ and
then seeing another enjoy what |
have lost ™" She Dlushed deeply and
dropped her eves before my ardent
gaze, and then tunnng her head look-
cd away towards the blue Inils that
hroke the northern honzon,

“After all,” she said, and speaking,
as much to herself as to me. “after
all, the Christian philosophy teaches
that the real heaven amd true, the
peace which is above all earth!y pas-
sion, is as much the fruit of sacrifice
as of love. And turning her eves full
upon me, “perverse and impulsive as
T am sometimes. T yet Letieve that T
am capable of suffering rather than
that [ should be the wilful cause oi
suffering 1 another.” 1 began ve-
hemently to protest against any phii-
osophy that would make two people
miserable for the chance of making
one happy. when my ear caught the
sonnd of a wavering melody above
us, which seemed to come down from
heaven itseld,

“Hark! What ix  that  sweet
ol 77 My companion listened a
maoent and then her lace clowded,
"Don’t you know # That is Profeszar
TTailam and his colian harp following
us. Lets dip!™ and jerking the steer-
thy fan with all her force, we Hew
down an aertal mcline Aive hundred
feet or mare with sueh veloeity asal.
most 1o take my breath, In making
these dips or downward ghides, only
a slight inchnation is necessary 1o

She replied  blushing and
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serdd the acroplane whizzimg through
the air with the speed of an arrow,
but my companion, either with reck-
lexx abandon or by accident, threw,
our machine down almost te an angle
oi forty-five degrees and when, at the
Lottom af the incline. the head was
thrown up to make it leap into the
air again, the great aeroplane hellied
upward with a strain that made the
frame bend and ¢guiver and then with
a report like the crack of a pistol it
buest abiost from end to end and
seeming to shwbder for a moment,
began to drop towards the earth.

In this moment of deadly peril, |
Lelieve that all that was best and nob-
lest 1in mie assertecd itsell and hke a
flash it accurred to me that the rent
canvas while not sutheient to bear wp
two  waould probably  drop  gently
enough with one to avoid fatal con-
sequences, With the thought came
the resolve and in less than a second
after the aereplane began to {all | had
thrown loose the strap that hound
ne to ny seat aud nising upon the
pedal leaned over until my lips al-
most ouched the blanched face ot
the woman I toved, and shouted.for
the whipping of the rent canvas nuade
a noise like that of a hurricane.) it
is death for one and 1 fove vou anl
can ddie for vou!" “Then et it be
death for hoth,” she eried letting e
af the har and throwing both armes
arowmsd my neck  with a vice-hke
grip, “tor Tlove vou and cannot hive
without vowr!”

“Ome kiss, ol ny darling ™ press-
ing my lips to hers with a thrill that
maile me to forget the penl of death,
awl then throwing myself forward,
dropped from the pedal. Bot the fair
arms ahout my neck were strong and
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though 1 struggled to break loose,
knowing that the velocity at which
we were falling meant certaun death
for both of us, they held me faxt,
Down, down we fell with a quivering
futtermg motion like a winged bird
dropping 1o earth, and chokedl to
blinduess snd suffucation T was ex-
pecting 1o feel the wpact that would
crush us against the ground, when [
became dimly couscious of a fiecce
shniekmyg sound above us and then
pur dewnward motion seemed to be
atrested. N moment later we struck
the earth with a shock that seemedd
to break every home in my  body,
With i great wave of thankfulness [
realized that we were saved and dis-
engaging the iwir arms that  still
wornd aromnd my neck ke hands of
steck, I struggled to my feet and hast-
- unhekding the strap that hound
the heauttiul fortm of my heart’s dol
to the wrecked machine, dragged her
famting from under the aeroplane.

My first comcernt was 1o ascertain
if she were killed or mjured and layv-
ing lter gently on the geass T iouml to
my - unspeakable joyv that  she wias
alive anel bare no marks  of inioey,
[oosine the close fitting Iaxlice at
e theoat that might hreathie
mote [reeh: and faoning her vigor-
ously with v eandkerehief, T wis re-
wirded ima few moments by seeing
lier open her eves and lonk wp ar me
with an expression of inexpressibic
temlemess.

YOy love ™ she said holding ap
her il = to me, “then vou waouled in-
decd Tavwe died for e !

“A thoosand times”" T evied eapt.
urcaslyv. seizing her hands il cover.
ing them with kisses, " Now vou shall
he mine forever aned cver!™

she
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camot be!” she ex-
withdrawing  her
her feet.

“No, no. i1t
claimed  hasuly,
hands and springmg o
“What dees this mean?’ running
back to the aeroplane with an ex-
pression of terror. [ followed lier aml
saw with astomshiment that another
aeroplane was foul with ours and lay
upon it. "What indecd! | crnied.
siezing the end of it and lifting 1t up.

“Oh. don't you,—can't you sce
that it is Professor Hallam's? l}otlt
vou see his harp? Oh my God!™ and
with a shuddering ¢ry of horror slie
covered her face with her hands and
fell upon her knees moaning and cry-
ng.

Then it dawned upon me that the
noble man had swooped down and
attaching his machine to ours had
thrown himself to death to save our
lives! Leaving the weeping woman |
ran toa group of people who had
gathered some little distance away
and were talking and jesticulating
wiklly and there, crushed and dead
lay the noblest man and greatest
genius that ever lived, In his Godllike
nobility of soul. e had canght our
aeroplane several hundred feet above
the earth and seeing that it could not
sustain all and prevent us from being
crushed against the earth, he had
thrown himself <down toa hornble
death that s afanced mipght escape
with his rivai! T wonder not that at
tast, when carthly passion had heen
chilled by the cold touch  of death
and the dross of mortality scarce -

tervencd. that 1t wax of him <he
thounght, that it was the  wowndrous
mcloady of  his noctarne that she

heard above the roaring of the frozen
sea, rolling down drom the Levond
ere she passed. And 1 felt no pany of
walimse! Ticin the honse af many

mansions, (where there is no marry-
mg and giving m marriage. but all
are ayg the angels of (zxl i love and
purity, j=—I1 may e accounted worthy
of the humbiest station in their
sphere, I shall be content. And vet
she Joved me and not him!
Kneeling by him { raised the noble
head and chafed the peoor broken
hands that held within them the po-
tency of such divine harmony as the
worll will never hear again, but the
great soul had passed! Death wax
doubtless mstantaneons, for though
his face was unmarred s body was
horribly crushed and broken. Dis.
patching one of the bystanders 1o
convey intelligence of the accident tu
the city, { went back and raised the
weeping girl who was to have been
the dead man’s wife. "My darling.” |
said Hiting her gently, “youn woukll
have been true to him and he was a
(rod-hike man and worthy of yvour
troth: Intt surely the hand of provi-
dence ig in this terribie thmg. Wil
vou go and look upon him?™* Taking
my arm without speaking T led her ta
where our saviour lay upon the
Fround and with a solemn grace and
dignity that was really majestic, she
walked around to the dead maun's feer
and looked long and calmly at his face.
“Thou wert too pure and great to he
toved as @ man,” she spoke at laxt.
“and in the presence of thy dead clay
I feel as unworthy as Guinevere at
the feet of the pure ancd royal Arthur.
Mas! the world has lost 1ts greatest
spirit and T a friend of whom T could
never e worthy!™ Then as I led her
away, “Oh my Launcelot, thou art
notand never can be <o good or great
anum, and yet Tlove you!”

iConchaled in November.)
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The Iron Republic.

NRICHARD JANFGUN MOHGAN,

| AL NirAls Neserrear.

{Concluded.)

OR months my beavtiful wife
F had been fading like a4 Hower,
Lven on ship-board and amid

the excitement of the wildest storm,
she seemed listless and totally indii-
ferent to her surroundings. The hood-
myg sadness that hegan to come up-
on her after the terrible accident
that resulted in the death of P'roles-
sor Hallam. never left her, and
while she sometimes simulatled vi-
vaoty, her gaiety pained rather than
pleased me, for my jove penctrated
her sweet Dittle deception and |
knew that it was for my sake that
she pretended what she clid not icel.
| had fondly hopel, and sa had her
parents, that when she was out of
the country  and away from  the
seenes that renmnded her of her past
her old lmuyam‘y of spirits would re-
turn.  Iodeed but for this and the
dreadful melancholia that grew up-
ou her day alfter day, we wonld nev.
et Jve yielded to her desire to un-
dertake  the desperate journey to
Mnernieas Bt 1 owas not <o, and the
bitterness ol my  disappointment
amounted 1o angaish. FKoery morm-
ine on board of the vessel, as oo
shore. she would awake at the ex-
act moment when the wonderfud -
tins of Professor Hatkim tad heen
wimt to roll out front the tower of
piste @l [sten wrde-eved and with
(‘\.('r\ 'lt'll ". s[runcu {6 []'I(_' winrest
tension of ale riness, isjermme, v
az ] lay hesite lier sometimes and

held her hand, feigning sleep, 1
could feel the nervous tremor that
agitated her, while her pulse flutler-
ed with the intensity of the nervous
straim.

My God! Tt was terrible that my
sweet wife. the most beautiful and
gracious woman | ever knew and
the only one 1 ever loved shankl suf-
fer like that! And @t suoset x<he
wontld Histen for the noctume with
the same fever of exaitement. “Thus
as long as we were in latitudes where
dav amd night alternated and when
we reached the regions of the pole
where there were 10 sUNTiIsings nor
s¢ttings, instead of becoming better
she grew worse. and this Intense,
preaccupied, listening  attitude  he-
came habitual. 1 emploved every
artihee | could devise to interest her
andl fix  her attention on  obdjects
about us and she with the sweetest
grace tried to he interested, but ev-
en as [ hekl her hand and talked to
her with all (the animation 1 couid
affect, looking into the fathomless
depths of her glorious ¢ves I would

luse her.  With the most itense
concentration of mind she woull
fallow me and “‘sense” what T was

saving for a few mmnuntes, and then
<he listened indeed, hut not to me!
And oh. she tried so hard!

Oue evening we stowd by the rail
i the quarter deck looking out over
the hissing brine at the sun which
hig red upon the horizon. It seem-
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el as if it were just ready to sink out
of sight though really it had been
but shghtly above the horizon for
many days.  As | stood with one
arm around her and holding her
hand, her gaze was fixed on the red
ball of hre that touched the ocean’s
rim and which was refiected in her
eves like the tlashes in an opal. [
drew her to me and spoke ardently
of what I hoped to accomplish when
we reached my own country. even
putting my face agamst hers ax [
spoke. But [ do not think she heard
me ! Like one hypootized she seem-
ed totally oblivious of her surround-
ings, and I saw with a pang of an-
guish that she was listemng for the
strains of that glorious nocturne,
such as was never heard except from
the “tower of music,” and such as
was never plaved by any hand save
that of the dead master. And then
[ beheved my heart broke! ‘Then a
pain struck through my breast that
has never ceased from that hour to
this, waking or sleeping.

Dropping her hand I fell forwarid
with a groan and catching the rail
rested my head upon it.  Starting
as 1f she had heen struck, my darling
came back to herself, and with a cry
fetl down at my feet and with a tor-
rent of hroken words and sobs beg-
ged me to forgive her, “Ol my
love!” she cried, as the tears ran
down her beantiful upturned face,
my heart is breaking for vou, but [
cannot help it, indeed T cannot. (k!
when T cannot see you or hear vou

my  heart aches for you with
never ceasing misery. | have

struggled and I have praved, bhut
God will nat help me!  And | have
feared that vou—that you might nt

pish

understand—that you might think
—Oh what shall 1 say? That you
might not think that | love yvou and
vou only with alt my heart! Oh my
hushand pity me and forgive vour
poor miseralde, unfortunate wife! (Oh
I—Oh, oh—" amn she fell forwarid
with her face against my knees, sob-
bing and quivening with the violence
of her emotion.

Lifting her gently tn my arms
while my heart was bursting, 1 car-
ried her down into the cabin and
I2i<d her on her bed and with her
arms still about my neck as when
they held me back irom a fearful
death that swnmer afterncon, | iel
on my knees by the hedside and with
my face agamst hers. wept with her.
Al in the dim twilight of the cabin,
while the sutn hung red upon the rim
of the sea, and the billows rustled
along the vessel's sude with a sasl
murmur like the sighing of an au-
tumn wind, she told me that Pro.
fessor Hallam’s music had always
impressed her ina way she could not
understand.  That  whenever she
heard his wondereful matims and noc-
turnes she geemed ta lose herseli,
and was borme away on the hillows
of harmanious sound,  She toki me
that she could even divine the music
in advance of the playving and knew
each Dar hefore she heard it as well
as il she had composed it herseli
Stranger than all, she satd she al-
wavs knew by some mysterious in-
fluence the very moment the mnsic
was going to begin, and she knew by
that inlluence.  that  mysterions
something, that the master was
plaving now, was playing ali the
time, ant while she could not hear
the music. by this strange power
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which dominated her, she felt it and
knew what unutterable straiis were
being rendered in heaven or some-
where. She told me as she lay there
with her soft anus about my neck
and her dear face touching mine,
that il she had the skili to set it
down fast enough she could write
the grand music that was licing ren-
dered dav and night and day after
day without cessation! At birst she
sal(l she only feft 1t evenings and
mornings, and then more and more,
until finally when we passed into the
zone where there was no alterpation
of day and night. she Ielt that he was
plaving all the time! She could not
hear it but she felt it, felt its beauty
and could not excape its power! She
had kept this from me nll now, see-
g my suffering, she could no long-
er conceal it, but told me all, that [
nmight not doubt her love, but pity
and forgive her the pain she caused
me!

If <he had done tus at fArst, the
great physicians of  Tronia nught
hiave cured her of the maludy—ior
such 1t must have been—and T en-
treated her to let me take her back
then but she would not consent.
"Why it has stopped now! she
crical, holding y face hetween her
hands aned looking upr at me with the
Inve liglt in her eves. "1 stopped
slrort it whien vouo tell awmnst the
vail and b knesw he wonhbl never
plav resin cven to ihie angels if he
e It catsedne soreaw T And s
[ wosed ot her Tave ani <apw the old
look o ier eves | othiamked Chal amd
privesDahar the spetl might be brok.
e, aml that e mignt never agum
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fall under the power of the dead
Man's nusic.
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I knew not that the end was =0
ncar and when it came it was as if
God had struck me with a thunder-
holt out of a clear sky, For a week
she had not come on deck and had
scarcely been on her feet during the
time. The hallucination that pos-
sessed her had not recurred since
the day she told me all and 1 was
sure that in some inexplicable way
her violent emotion at that time had
been the means of breaking the
spell. But the improvement [ had
looked for from that did not come
and she grew weaker, physically,
day by dav—or rather from hour to
hnur, as there was no alternation of
day and mght.

We had  sighted “Barrington
strait” and was laying off and on,
keeping the towering ice wall in
sight and waiting for a wind that
would drive us through the current
that runs like a mill race through
the channel. Feor hours myv heauti-
ful wife. now so frail and white as to
seem almost ethereal, had reclined
on the lounge in the cabin with her
exves half closed and such an expres-
siom of heavenly peace upon ber face
that Iielt awed as though in the pres-
cuce of an angel. I was sitting at table
trying to fix my mind upon a chart
thit T was making of the ice coast
and the entrance ta the strait, when
with a shght cry she clasped her
hamils  and opened wide her eves
with that look of listenir expectan-
v T knew so well.

Springing to her side with a half
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uttered imprecation, ) koeefed be-
sicle  her and caught her clasped
havds in mine. “Listen.” she whis-
pered exaitedly, “he is gomg to
play ! I feel it—ah. now he is play-
tngr ! It is the glorious nocturne he
plaved that evening when we were
by the river, Hark! [ can hear it—-
oh, so grami! Her eves closed and
she moved her head forward and
irom side to side for some moments
keeping time.

“Fdward, my hashand, where are
vo?

“1 am here, darling,” 1 cried puas-
sionately, pressing her hands and
imprinting a kiss on her partly open-
ed lips. “Then T am content,” and
withdrawing one of her hands from
mine, she put an arm around my
neck, [ started to speak caressing-
Iv to her when she stopped me with
a quick “hush. T am to sing.” e s
ptaying the prelude! Now he is mao-
tioning me to begin, now!™ and in-
hahing a deep hreathh she hegan to
sing the great “i'eace hvom™ ol the
republic,

“Of ald when down the stargire sky,

The angel voices swelled and rean,
Thix was the burden of their cry,

Peace, peace on earth, good will

to man.”

In the reirain,

"Peace, peace, peace, on all
earth peacc,

'eace. peace. peace. among all men
peace.”

Her votce swelled grandly and
floated out over the black ocean,
She drew my face down upon her
Lbosom and as the trivmpljant notes
of this magnificent hymn-—the mus-
terpiece of Professor Hallam—rose
and fell, my heart scemed (o melt

the

within e, my tears gushed forth
and 1 felt as if my spirit was out-
horne on the wings of song, far
above the sphere of earthly hope and
passion; beyond the sound of dis-
cord, heyond the veil of darkness,
imto a great luminous ethereal space

that  throbbed  with  the rythmic
measures  of  the music of the
spheres.  And as | tloated upward

on the waves of unutterahle melody
where there was no horizon and no
sky, an angel held me by the hand
and about the neck and that angel,
[ felt. had been my wife!
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I wax aroused by a wonch on the
shoulder,  and looking upr | saw the
kind fuee of Captain Drent bhending
over me, CWhere e 177 1 asked
moa dazed way. “Yon are in the
hands of Almighty Goul.” rephied the
Captain solemnly, "who doeth all
things well.™

[ staggered to my feet mud gazed
abeur me and tHen Tookmy  down
saw the earthhy image of iy wiie still
ardd wlnte as a reclining statue of
marble ; her cves were clased as
thongh in slumber, and her lipswere
parted witli a snule, and | orealized
that Gad had siruck me the  timal
blow. With a calmness T could not
understand, I motemed hiy ont of
the calin aned bowed myself in the
presence of my dead,

When [ went on deck again the
sun hael chisappeared helow the hn-
rizom el Angers af  golden fire
pointed from the rime of the black
ocean to the zenith that was Hnshed
with rosy light.

Bot why shonld T Tmger with
these soreowiul details? [ was not
stirred Ly any emotion aowd Teft noth



mg except that dull pain in my heart
which has never left me. Captain
Brent was like a father and the boys
pressed my hamnd with a silent sym-
pathy that expressed far more than
words,

I .Hu"l_'l.' | wias not [I'I.[J-'I.'I:'[] ]I:l.' dAlly
great emotion, except once. when,
after Captain Brent had read the sol-
e service for those who are buried
m the sea and motioned to the mate
te take me into his calin while they
comnmitted my idol to the deep: then
for a time | was crazed, [ had near-
Iv gone mad and 1 beheve | would
have killed every man aboarnd the
slup before 1 wonlkd have suffered
them to ecast that loved form into
the cold lnssing waters of that Wack
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The weather was favorable aud as
the Iillows rolled over and far up on
the shelving ledge of ithe great herg
we had only to ride inoon the erest
of a wave and drawing the hoat up
make 11 fast on the jce.

[t was a hittle mountam of tee anil
snow il tapering up from the wa-
ter hine it termmated 1 two ghtter-
titg pannacles like crvstal spires of a
cathedral of vlass. Detween the two
A iiche or grotto partly filled with
siow il up to this we elimbed Dy
throwing  ropes over the  jutting
erigs aml lesser piumacles that pro-
jected fronn the sloping sides ahove
Ehe wash of the sea waves, Anmil 20
w toiled np from terrice 1o terrace
anil Trom pinnacle to pinnacte until
we reached 1he wriil hetween the

spares anid there we placed the couch
with the earthly form of my beauti-
ful wife and hanked the snow about
it. Below the black sea sobbed and
moaned about the base of the great
weberg, aml above the wind sang
among the crevices and pinnacles of
the resonant ice like an hundred aeo-
lian harps, swelling in fitful gusts un-
til the tmumphant chords rang out
ke strains from the “tower of mu-
sic,” and there we left her = marhle
fueen upon a crystal throne, alone
with God and the angels.

| begged for the love of heaven to
be leit there with her, but cruel in
their kindness they dragged me away
tor the ship.

And then there burst upon us a
scene of unearthly splendor. The au-
rora australis sprang up around us,
aniel tnueler it the black sea turned o
ol frosted here and there with the
foaming erests of hillows. Every rope
anel spar of the ship stood out white
mn the spectral light and the great ice-
bergs in their wihiteness and stillness
atul wilence, looked like ghosts pre-
ternaturally enfarged. The twin
spires of the eryvstal mausolenm
gleamed like saphires and in the grot
between, magnified by the wondrous
light and irradiated by its ineffahle
plory was revealed the form of my
lost wile, And while the amber amd
goliden light played around the tow-
erting berg, radiating from it like a
halo. fluttering hke banners and an-
el wings above it, we drew away
until it hecame a mere Aashing ,-I_'_-:n;-:ﬂ
upimt the sea of gold.




