_species such as' the endangered albatross towards extmctlon through

3 D'L-J‘ September 2004

njo od commg to the Iecture and dinner last week, celebrating the tenth
oUr Busmess and the Environment Programme. | -

gr:e"t personal interest in conservation and pamcwlarly as it relates to
irds; I felt you may be interested in the attached information on the
tl, atlam chamng ;

d -af assocuated conservation measures.

ELLIOT MORLEY

.
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h ank you so

é ‘Sto"
_ _for wh.ich I

' 'Bx:ﬁ'ew

i ?‘, I daresay you'

‘personal commitmen
"‘i about 1t. Let

B

.'_;f.__j’/ 4_7

——
.

jj‘event any wort}

much for your Iet‘Lr telling me abouf the H.\gh
aalq Forcc 1 mp

t say that it is enormously encouraging#e

ved, there is little hope for the pom; old
shall continue to campaign,.

y, 1 wonder whether any thought ' ght Bave

i1} tell me there are all sorts of legal problems
while action...!

take note bf ' ﬂs 'findm s,

2 . 'Thank you agai\n for writing as you did. I’know just whata

you have made to this issue and haw deeply
us hope that between all of us whoimind about

21¢ October, 2004

we can make a difference before it isiall too late...

Ep e '.n':_:.m &
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you on the 21 September the Task Force Members have been asked
paper on. “Possible Areas of Intervention by the High Seas Task Force”.

‘@ copy together with a copy of the UK's. | hope that you are further
ee that among the measures we are also looking at ways in which the
 water fleet” miay be able to help in combating IUU fishing.

ELLIOT MORLEY % ] .
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Ty, much fer your letter of 23 August. | must apoIog:sa for the delay in -
usaderstand your concerns about the potential disruption that a transfer of
erry Knowle ta the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister may have on the
Design’ initiative. However, | should like to reassure’you that we are
lliré thia project moves ahead. Furthermore, as you know, the Office of
eM

: ster Is a stakeholder at Cherry Knowle and has an interest in
‘z‘ochs brotght to a successful conclusion.

mapr (:apital redevelopment, which Includes Cherry Knowle,
South of Tyne & Wearside Mantal Health NHS Trust has now been

p will be for the Trust to work up its plans in sufficient detail to

sary thie land it requires for its new scheme, including any enabling works.

. This; together with detalls of how the project will be funded, will be the key elements

e 19 be cavered in the riext stage of the assessment and on which the Trust is currently -
wm‘ising My ofﬁmals will be meeting with the Trust on 22 October to help them take

1 k forws _c_l

gressed by the work we saw at South of Tyne & Wearside Mental

st inanuary, and we are Ifialling two further projects, on a Primary
te: slte at Newquay and North Merseyslde respectively.

I} :Ceniral Gomwa!l anary Care Trust in the master plan for the
aw wth Area, which includes. the or redevelopment of the community
spital. The ‘Enquiry by Design’ at North Merseyside will take place on 6-10
amber. Itwill bring key stakeholders togsther Including Alntrea Hospitals NHS
culate a vision for the redevelopment or reprovision of Alder Hey Hospital,
erpool University Hospital at Aintree and the provision of community
'entaf-health facilities, collectwsly estimated at £1.2 billion of investment.

i

U




: '_ed_ my ofﬂcials lo take all possible steps to speed up matters in respect to

Y
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$ ._ From tht:!“;‘i;?'r;tary of State for Health ,DH) Department
AT L of Health -

Richmond House
79 Whitehall
London

SW1A 2NS

Tel: 020 7210 3000

13 JAN 2005

'O‘:c'tlcijbe_r"2o_04 about the joint initlative between the Prince’s Foundation,
and the NHS on Enquiry by Design, and in particular, progress on the Cherry

hought the New Year presented a good opportunity to bring you up-to-date

approved the Strategic Outline Case for a major capital redevelopment at Cherry
AN 004, the South of Tyne & Wearside Mental Health Trust has been

ing 1he fext stage in the decision-making process, namely a more detailed Outline
ase.. As part.of this, they will be clarifying their site requirements within the
';eyézpﬁgq_. at.the Enquiry by Design in November 2003, and my officials are
ovide them with assistance. .

know, part of the Cherry Knowle site is included in the transfer of land to the Office
: Deputy Prime Minister to assist in the Government’s Sustainable Communities
“programme! This programme has a strong synergy with the Enquiry by Design approach.
| understand that the Cherry Knowle redevelopment can incorporate hospital facilities,
“orovide he Qr key‘workers and become a thriving, vibrant, sustainable community.
Design initiative is therefore playing a major partin achieving something of
valie and benefit to the local community. -

Tﬁiﬁét in'the.preparation of this Business Case, a meeting is taking place
f including the NHS Trust, the Strategic Health Authority, NHS Estates and
}L'Deputy_ Prime Minister, along with colleagues from the Prince’s
uhdation. . We very much welcome the Foundation’s continuing involvement in this
-~ important project.




_ meﬂ;eSecretary afSta‘Felfor Health _ . DH Departm ent
Bt o L of Health

il e![ghfed to say that progress.is also belng made on the two additional Enquiries
‘ét 1_n Lwerpool will now take place in early Apnl and will assist in the strategic

'9
both Es,f;anhal undertakmgs and | beheve that the Enquiry by Desngn

féat

.
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24th February, 2005

Than you so much for your letiers of 8" October and 13* January
in response to my concerns about progress in redeveloping the site of
Cherry Xnowle Hospital in Sunderland. I have hesitated to bother you
too much on this issue, and on the wider one of tac disposal of one
hundred M.H.S. hospital sites, but I feel now is the time to return to the

fray!

It is now over a vear since we visited the site together to look ai
the work undertaken by my Foundation and other key pariners at the ,
“Enquiry by Design” held in Movember 2003. You were, [ think, #
enthusiastic about the holistic and iniegraied nature of the plan i
produced to drive forward an N.H.S.-led regeneraiion of not just the
Cherry Xnowle siis, but the entire village of Ryhope.

[ hop¢ you, will forzive my persisience on this issue but, despiie
your helpful updaies, the log-jam to which I referred in my leiter of
last August shows liitle sign of alleviation and it saddens me greatly to
think that the immense progress and collective enthusiasm gathered
twelva monchg ago is now in danger of being losi.

The continuing hiatus seems to be dus in no small part to the
protracted negosiations being underiaken as paat of the residual estate
transfer (o tae C.D.P.M. I am sure that the issues surrounding the
transfer must be incredibly complex and fraughi with all kXinds legal
and financial questions. However, the projeci seems to have made no
real progress in the last year in addressing any of the key outputs
contained within the Strategic Framework Plan produced by the EbD.

A vital feature of that plan was that it should be capable of
delivery by the M.H.S. as custodian of the overall vision. It is this
principle that made the EbD plan such an innovative one and also one
which has pointed the way to so many other N.H.S. Trusts during the
last twelve months. As [ wrote in my previous letter, { can’t help
thinking that transferring this task to another Government Department

5)
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risks th: introduction of further complexities and delays and will
inevitably undermine the health vision as other priorities take

precedence aver time.

I would be so grateful for your thoughts about this situation,
and particularly whether there is any prospect of the site remaining
within the remit of the M.H.S. in the hands of the local South of Tyne
and Wearside N.H.S. Trust? Aliernatively, is thers any way of
ensuring that the transfer of the site to Englisa Partnerships is
accompanied by a commitmen: to go forward with the mixed-use,
integraied plan that emerged wii such promise from the EbD? Tam
conceme=d thai aa csiaie transfae might resuli-in the splitting of the
hospital site from other developmeni sites in 2 way that would
undermine the overall vision we have worked so hard together to

achieve.

Meanwhile, [ do appreciate your kind words about my
Foundaiion for the Built Environment and the coniribution it has been
able to maka in this field. Waan back in November 2001 [ shared a
platform witi the then Secretary of State aia conference co-hosted by
N.11.S. Estates and my Foundation, I was plzased to launch whai I
think has been 2 very posiiiva collaboration in promoiing an
integraied approaci (o desiga qualizy in healiacare buildings and the
way /¢ ireas redundant nospials. Chervy %nowle was, of coursg, one
of five naional pilot projects and I gather thai the MLH.S. has
encouraginzly roferred to the wor's dono a¢ th EbD therz as a modcl
for besi praciice. [am coafident thai valuabls lessons will be distilled
from the furiher testing of the model in North Merseyside whici will
have wider applicability to other brownfield sites. We are, however,
faced with a potentially problematic discontinuity as NL.H.S. Estates is
wound up in a few months’ time. ..

Pleass forgive me, therefore, for repeating my growing anxiety
taat those responsible for the N.H.S.’s residual estaies in future will
be able to maintain the links that have been forged with the
Foundation and take advantage not only of its enquiry methods, but
also its growing network of practitioners with practical experience of
making these developmenis work. I would be so glad of your
reassurance thai connections will not be lost as personnel and
responsibilities change in the coraing months? I would also be glad
to know about the progress of the masterplanning for the sites which
are to be transferred: could there be scope here for a broader
partnership with my Foundation?

ST




I think you will know by now — to your cost! — that these are
matters about which I care deeply — chiefly because I have witnessed
so many failed opportunities to create imaginative, and innovative
heritage-led regeneration initiatives which can maximize the asset
value of the historic site and result in genuinely mixed-use, mixed-
income communities. In order to create truly sustainable communities
and avoid the mistakes of the past, I hope you will agree that we need
to take a long-term view, think in innovative ways and take heed of
mounting evidence from around the world about the true cost, in both
financial and human terms, of bad development. I fear that if the
estates are transferred now without proper consideration, various
chickens will come home-to roost inyour own department-in-coming
years as the physical and mental well-being of future communities is
affected — not least the key N.H.S. workers who may be living in
them...

At the risk of being a complete bore about this, I do pray that we
could discuss these matters more fully before irrevocable decisions are
taken which could sacrifice the long-term value to be gained from the
most sympathetic and “integrated” use of the assets. All I can say is
that my Foundation for the Built Environment is ready to help in any
way it can.

™\




of Health

Richmond House
79 Whitehall
London

SW1A 2NS

Tel: 020 7210 3000

| 2.1 MAR 2005

y much indeed for your letter of 24 February about Cherry Knowle. | am

ic about the opportunities it presents to deliver a scheme that both gives
lity, sympathetic buildings to support its work, but also creates a solution
mmunity. '

‘your frustration at the apparent speed of progress. However, | do hope that
IFallay your concerns. Whilst the “surplus” land will transfer to English

ve thelr commitment to continue with the Engquiry by Design process. |
at ] take the matter of the Cherry Knowle Development very seriously,
ful that it will provide a model for future such collaborations.

it‘matters have not moved ahead as smoothly or as quickly as we would all

owever, | do know that the local NHS Trusts, the Strategic Health Authority,
deputy Prime Minister and English Partnerships, along with my officials,

akirig considerable work to move matters forward. For instance, the

Vearside Mental Health NHS Trust has already initiated some design

| ore importantly, the Trust and the local Teaching Primary Care Trust are making

~ major progress inidentifying the service vision. | think it is quite right that before we

- decide what facilities we will need, that we should ensure that the service plan is right.

: sal%tlf ‘the Trusts have:

eviewed the evidence in the initial business case to support bed provision
reviewed current bed use )

ated the impact of introducing community specialist teams for Crisis
Solution; Assertive Outreach and Early Intervention’in Psychosis, particularly
“inirelation to bed use

o) ksd='.closeiy at the role of the community and mental health team’s roles and

those of primary care and reshaped services accordingly — | understand that

_ néw worker roles are being intraduced _
s :focusing on a whole systems review to allow the Trust to provide more care in a

© . gomijunity setting, including community crisis beds and supported

' accommodation

i

Qm Department

o
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- .-a;-;str;i:_tegic review of specialist services to determine whether they should be
Vided more locally, and then to plan accordingly.

elieve that these are very important results and the Trust is right to look closely how
its;services, To ensure that this work is well fesourced and led, the

50 appointed a Director of Modemisation and Planning, and has already begun

e points made by the Healthcare Commission in their recent review.

at the Trust is aiming that by the end of March it and the Teaching Primary -
have tested out research findings and clinical evidence on the impact of
re on the future requirements for beds. This will lay a robust foundation
ork on the specification of the new hospital. This is vital becauss it will
st to develop the brief for the new capital scheme. The Trust advise that
-able to let the Strategic Health Authority have their Outline Business
n:of 2005.
re; | have agreed with John Prescott that the land in the retained estate
to-English Partnerships. 1 believe that this will make a very valuable
our programme on sustainable communities. | am informing the Trust that
they do not require for their development will be transferred to English
s English Partnerships have reiterated their support for the Enquiry By
egic vision, and that théy recognise the priorities of the NHS. Neither
erships nor the Trust can deliver this scheme sepérately and joint working
1. Fam delighted to hear from English Partnerships that they welcome the
@work with the Prince’s Foundation, with whom they have already enjoyed
ilaborations. | believe that the commitment of these bodies should ensure
rdimme moves ahead as a single entity. | am sure that English Partnerships
een it consider whether your Foundation can assist them with any of the other

~Interms of NHS Estates, we are currently finalising the plans for the future. A team wiil
- move'into the Department of Health, and its other core functions will move to bodies with
e ts existing work programmes will find the most synergy. Continuity and
aluable partnetships, for instance with the Prince’s Foundation, are

ill be a priority.

-'ijgw[e__ih_itiatjve is ambitious, and it is perhaps ineviitable that things will not
ickly as we would all wish. However, | do believe that there is now a clear
pa ‘with the continuing commitment of all of thé interested parties we can

2 achieve a solufion that is best for the whole community, and which will act as a beacon for
~ other schemes.




From the Secretary of State for Health D H D e p a r tm e n t
(_ of Health

‘ Richmond House
SofS 36742 79 Whitehall
. Ltondon
HRH The Prince of Wales SW1A 2NS
Clarence House - Tel- 020 7210 3000
London
SW1A
11 FEB 2005

wing our previous discussions on integrated health, | agreed to provide a note on the
outcome of my Department’s recent consultation document on the statutory regulation of
herbal medicine and acupuncture.

| am pleased therefore to enclose an advance copy of our analysis of responses to the
consultation paper. The report on consultation will be formally launched on Monday 14
February 2005.

The majority of the responses received indicate a strong support for my Department’'s
proposals to introduce statutory regulation for herbal. medicine and acupuncture, in order
to ensure patient and public protection and enhance the status of the herbal medicine and
acupuncture professions.

The responses to the consultation will enable us to develop the provisions to be included

in the draft Order establishing the new regulatory system. My Department plans to publish
draft legislation for further consultation later this year.

JOHN\REID




5 Sanctuary Buildings Great Smith Stteet Westminster London swip 3gT
3 . tel:0870 0012345 dfes.ministers@dfes.gsi.goviuk
Rt Hon Charles Clarke Mp '

s September 2004

F your letter of 2 August, describin
ire.. | i

ehaviour improves when they
t. There are of course other benefits

100, as children who eat well
or suffer from problems with their health and

atthere is a real need fo help them
proach to food and drink, My officials are working closely with other
artments on ways to increase awareness of the!benefits of good
feod!an “provision in schools.  In addition, we have been working with the
B {‘argjg‘g-ba‘i,éﬁih@j Suppliers to help identify ways in which we can improve the
- relationship k Is and providers, '

ot
Trooh

’
.
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" Frome *

28th October 2004 .

- ecutive Summary, prepared
O¥al fighness, which tel
ng the project forward

] Aﬁ@t'r@?‘?‘lt diSGUSSiOQ; our preferred route to js to develop the idea of a
hi to begin drawin -

; » s whilst broadening
ts impact around the country. We would intend to stage a residential
gton Hall, Devon (the venue for the first school three years ago) in June

1ld act as a “launch” platform for further activity including the

'ihnif‘}issoi:iatiqn, a series of hal f-day or one-day events and other

3| "\_-I[.,pt?véhich would fall into the category of Continuing Professional

Dcuclpmcntltmlght be that School-Centred Initial Teacher Training activity could
50 be developed as part of the initiative,

also be dev




3 "'t_hat The Prince of Wales w

:pa_u'memh:p idea were to fail, then we wou 1d move to the option of creating a
y. Clearly, the principle challenges associated with each option are
pmpnate funding and appointing a Director with appropriate support staff,

ould be keen to know your views on the

ﬁﬁdmgs, but in the meantime, this comes with His Royal rllghncss s

-

/am sercendy

Charles Clarke M.P.

.of State for Education and Skills

“
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MNovember, 2004

If you can bear to receive a report on this year’s Education
’s;jj_mmet'Schqol from someone with such old-fashioned views (1), I

ey / wanted to express my gratitude to you for your continuing

his venture which, as you will recall, was held in Buxton at
e Judging by the structured feed-back and reporting by
delegates, they all got 4 great deal out of the event and, by all
re applying some of the elements learned in their own

Quiteapart from the impact of the th

ird of my Summer Schools, T
| ha ‘Opportunity to read some of the Feasibility
1my office sent to you recently, and which I believe opens

ds the creation of a teacher training institute. If there were
you felt needed greater explanation, or indeed exploration,
L Ymerha ‘would kindly let me know. I need hardly add that it would

U et olutely marvellous if, having contributed to the Study, you felt
- ablé to continue supperting the initiative into 2005 and beyond... But

perhaps T am now too dangerous to associate with!

.« Inthe meantime, I am delighted to be able to enclose a post-course
2 bmchu : j;f_to'getfher_with a copy of the Evaluation Report for the 2004
%k xton. Both have been compiled by the School’s Steering
its Director, Bernice McCabe, and I believe they make
reading. There is, I think, a very real sense that the Schools
ed ' hing of English and History and, I mj
My Summer Schools are also

~ add, have set about bridging it
- ghallenging he fashionable view that teachers should not impart bodjes

<o oof kn ge, but should instead act ag “facilitators” or “coaches,” a
~ “nétion which I find difficult to understand, I must admit.

_ 25 Iver}*much hope that you find the reports stimulating and [ do
" once again want to thank you most warmly for your invaluable support.

QMWM&M
50
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. Sanctuary Buildings Great Smith Street Westminster London SWIP 3BT
AZEE tel: 0870 0012345 dfes.ministers@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP

/¢ February 2005

or the copy of the Prince of Wales Education Summer School Feasibility
Yy . a letter dated 28 October. My apologies for the

onding: 1. am aware of the interest that Charles Clarke took i

:have seen his letter of 31 January in which he confirmed, with my

that my Department would be happy to fund the Surmer School at the
level for-2005 as it had done in 2004. . : .

learn from your survey that teachers’ responses to their experiences

r'schiool have been so very positive: especially their confirmation of the

asting effects on their confidence and working practices.

nteresting to read about the options for expansion of the summer schools

e and network.’| can see that, in principle, there are many worthwhile
- aetivities and projects proposed.

isideration, in terms of financial support, we are not in a position to
'mg_ for ongoing programmes of continuing professional development
aining such as those proposed in the Feasibility Study. As you will
>re-are a number of very high-quality providers of both CPD and ITT and

that the department offers any larger-scale ongoing funding through fair
processes. -

Thowever that there is much potential for valuable teacher support in the

nd would not want to discourage further exploration of their viability. |

e part the study’s suggestion of liaising with the Teacher Training Agency,
ear for setting up CPD and ITT provision,

! .s;'_‘nqa-'; ) & any new training programmes would be most effective if delivered

. through existing TTA structures. i

" depantmentifor.

~ education and skills 5| { 3




contact David
here 2. ,know that Dawd would be happy to cons:der any further

- w}‘ﬁ' =

dgesti ‘ns.anslng from their discussions.




HIGHGROWVE HOUSE

22nd February, 2005
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[ wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your
appointment as Secretary of State for Education and Skills. I suspect
it may not be the easiest of tasks, so [ can only wish you well!

[ understand from your predecessor, Charles Clarke, that he has
spoken to you about my most recent letter of 24" November, and
specifically about the impact of my Education Summer School for
teachers of English and History. This Programme, which involves up
to ninety state school teachers each year, has been held over the past
three years at Dartington, in Devon, at Dunston, in Norfolk and at
Buxton, in Derbyshire. I believe that they have added fresh
inspiration to the national debate about the importance of English

Literature and History in schools.

The Summer Schools to date have been generally judged to be
enormously successful with an extraordinary line-up of individuals
who did not contribute as educationalists, but as experts in the fields
of Literature and History. The teachers who attended in 2004 and
previous years felt that they had been offered a new perspective on
their subjects, rather than the theory of education.

Despite having made substantial progress, as you may be aware
[ remain convinced that the current approaches to teaching and
learning need to be challenged, something now acknowledged by
some of the professional agencies themselves! The Schools have, in
my view, provided ample evidence that teachers themselves are more
than willing to look again at what they do and consider whether they " 9_‘{_

are doing the best they can.

Building on the success of these Summer Schools, [ am keen to
provide the opportunity for a further eighty, or so, teachers ot nglish
and listory to come together to engage with the questions from first
principles as to why teach English and History. Why are these
subjects unportant? What should we be teaching in these subjects?
How should we be teaching these subiects? [naddition the 7605

c2




successful Norfh adon Cdllegnte School would bed, hgﬁq&.d

provide you with fuﬁﬁct details, but I thought you might lik to.
glance at the post-course brochure from Buxton, which I enclose fbr :

your information. - I do so hope you will be able to attend as [ am
convinced that last year’s event offered something very benef cial for

all those who participated.
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Sanctuary Buildings Great Smith Street Westminster London SW1P 3BT
b tel: 0870 0012345 dfes.ministers@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP

I;;e_ssf The Prince Of Wales

235 March 2005
o ; {lbﬂ\{

o {_'.letter of 22 February about your Education Summer Schools, and for the
Urse brochure from Buxton. -

reference and would like to reiterate my suggestlon that
ﬂfact rofessor Dawd Hopkins if you would like to discuss this further.

e R !rke to’ aitend'nf yeu are content Perhaps his offi ice could be in touch with the Bernice
Voi T McCabe's?

adershlp at the Institute of Education, Umversrty of London. He is very keen
d as well as representing theé Institute of Education at the Summer School he

RUTH KELLY

i (b
departmént f.e.r | . N
education and skills { )
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The Rt Mon Patricia Hewitt MP -
SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR THADE AND INDUSTRY

andietynulumwthatlmetreeenﬂywﬁh ' to hear
Dltwt ‘s work T'was impressed to hear abom tlie scale ofthexr

East of England Develupment Agency to In’Kind Direct’s work in

also put them in

-w:th Govemment coﬂeagues working on the Corporate Challénge which aims to

¢ level of corporate support for community involvement including charitable

ms of the Challenge align very well with the work of In Kind Direct and 1
is following this up directly.

Lﬂ WL Tex A ok *’?‘ o 1 ey

V " Dépantment of Trade and Industry
, V823

1 Victoria Strest
London
SW1H 0ET

Direct Line.+44 (0)20 7215 5428 .
Fax +44 {0)20 7218 5488
Minicomn +44 {0)20:7215 6740
Enquiries +44 (0120 7215 5000
www. Gt gav.uk

_I:_.'_.'- : i T 5‘4‘ l mpst.hewitt@dt gsi.gov.uk
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e y 'HIGHGROVE Housg
' iy, gt November, 2004 _

i k o ga £
“or Informatioy_4 @ %{5

1did just want to write and thank yoy $0 much _fo:—;omm ' ﬂgﬂ
and for finding the time to meet . .. .. fromIn

rect. Tcould not be more pleased that yoy have had the

ity to hear f¢ at first-hand, of the valuable work

"
\._‘ -

: '_ has already told me that has fcﬂdx;xred up your
ug sestion that:  talks to the GoVemmf:nt’s' “Corporate

g¢”" team and I look forward to hearing how this
s: It certainly SemS 10 go to the very heart of what
eve i establishing In Kind Direct some eight _
has no success with the Corporate . (R
may be hearing from me again! . i

warmest good wishes and
In Kind Direct,

b0
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~ 6th September, 2004
: It was so good of you to put me up at Htllsborough for two
nights Jast week and I can’t thank you znough for your kind
‘hospitality, not to mention that most illuminating dinner you gave
for me. As always, it was a great pleasure to meet so many people

‘during my visit and I am most grateﬁ:l to all your peop!e for the
.‘trouble they take over these exercises.

- I'much valued our discussion Just bcfore 1left on Friday
~morning and am so glad you are going to pursue the idea of
‘enoouragmg your officials — and perhaps also ‘some planning people, .

- road engineers and housebuilders? — to visit Poundbury, as well as

- Yorkshire Forward. Likewise, as we discussed, it would be splendid
if some key people from the Province could attend some of my

Foundation for the Built Environment’s courses in London, and

Michael Mehaffy is the man to contact.

T mentioned the issue of Armagh Gaol and suggested that my
Phoenix Trust would be only too happy to help with any advice with

regard to its conservation and re-use. §And, while on the subject of
gaols, 1 suggestcd that Ruithin Gaol would be a good example of the

: r_aggﬁanon and re-use of a redundant historic site for officials to
visit 5 :

We discussed the issue of an Action-Leaming Pilot Scheme
which has remained in abeyance since last year, but which, if
- lmplamented could help perhaps to break the mould of housing
_“ghettoes” in Northern Ireland. You may remember that both Paul

- Murrain, from my Foundation, and John Thompson are ready to help
: w:th thls whenever you give the wordl

: As usual, I repeated mys_elf — yet again — as regards the
 potential value to be realized from the regeneration and re-use of

- redundant historic landmark sites, often as catalysts for sympathetic,
; assoclatedngw_.developmenl along the lines of Caterham Barracks in -




Surrey You said that you might consider Ebrington Barracks as a
- candidate for similar treatment and, if so, you might find it

worthwhile to talk to Linden Homes which was the company that did

the work at Caterham.

. Finally, I was delighted to hear that good progress was being
made in establishing a Northern Ireland version of Prime Cymru and

 tHat Julia Evans, the Chief Executive, was going to come over to talk

10 your officials. Hopefully, by the time of my next visit to the

X : . Province —and if T am still alive by.then| — 1 wijl be able to see
i .. heartening sign$ of progress in‘all thése fssues we discussed...

Meanwhile, this brings you countless good wishe-s.and, I need

| hardly say, apologies for pestering you about so many things.




The Prince’s Foundation,

. 19-22, Charlotte Road,
“London,

BC2A 3SG

10207613 8500

Michael Mehaffy Esq.,
Director of Education,

Paul Murrain Esq., )
Senior Design Director

0207 613643172,

Mus. Jill Chann

John Thompson and Partners,
. . Wren House,
- ' 43 Hatton Gardens,

ECIN S8EL
John Thompson Esq:

0207405 1211



,.;%{ NOrthern ﬁmmw“ h:;dmeﬁu Seeretary of State for Northern Irekand
= ; Loadon SW1P 4PN
'T‘{\ 'reland Telephone 020 7210 6460 "
&' Facsimlle 020 7210 0246
o M Ceepny

"contact details for your Foundation, John Thompson and Partners, and the

i hava also passed on your thanks to those Indeuals responsible for the
_ for ybur visit.

gmaful for lhe offer of support of your Phoenix Trust ln relation to Armagh Gaol.

) am aware that some of my Ministers have been corresponding with you on some of the

ataaa, wo ‘Ia!kad about Angela Smith has identified two princlpal architects, one in the

. Depa _ht of Culture, ‘Arts and Leisure and another in the Department of the Environment,

"L whe'willlisise with Michael Mehaffy in order to attend the appropriate courses offered by
RN Fo:inééﬂen for the Bult Environment,

will: mtemslaed to know that, following Angela Smith s vislt to Caterham earlier this

N _la wilt vlsnt Ebnngton Barracks shortly to help Inform deliberations about the way
' f'emrard fpr th?s landmark site,

F‘mally ' with regard to establishing an NI version of Prims Cymru, | understand that

e L JullatEvan s s dua to visit Northem Ireland on 14 October for further talks with Department of

et rada and Investment officials here, As you say, | hope 1 will be able to report
N .somer slgns of progress by.the time of your next visit.

v[ox... &"\m-«&

Lt

RT HON FAUL MURPHY MP
Sacretary of Stata for Northem lreland
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| am aware that you wrote to Sir Neil Cossons in March last year, expressing

support for the listing of the General Market and Annexe buildings at Smithfield
Market.

After careful consideration of this evidence, and advice from English Heritage, | have
decided to list, at Grade Ii, the Red House cold store for the reasons set out in the
attached decision letter. For example, the Red House is now believed to be the
earliest example of a powered, purpose-built cold store in the country, and its
exterior contributes to the architectural and historic interest of the Market as a
whole.

| share your concern about the fate of these buildings, and whilst the Generat
Market and lavatory block do not appear to be of sufficient architectural and
historic merit to meet the listing criteria in their own right, | consider that they
nevertheless provide an important contribution to the character of this historic
area. | have therefore written to the Deputy Prime Minister, suggesting that he call
in the conservation area consent application for the demolition of these three
buildings.
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: .Iess to say, I was extremely glad to read of your
f the value of this group of buildings. As you
ttach the greatest importanice to preserving, restoring
ing such precious heritage townscapes and I can only
€ Deputy ane Minister will take your advice and
; e ost careful consideration to development plans. 1
s sh&l]l iollow__what ensues w1th the greatest p0331b1e interest,
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BIRKHALL

30th March, 2005

Mcm.a\ |

Earlier this month, while I was in New Zealand, I sat next to the
Prime Minister, Helen Clark, at a dinner in Government House and she
raised with me the work the New Zealand Heritage Trust has been
doing to conserve the Antarctic huts which Scott and Shackleton built
as the base for their great polar expeditions in the early years of the
last century. From her description, and from others involved in the
project whom I met separately in Australia, these clearly constitute a ‘
unique heritage - and I entirely agree with her evidently strongly-held
conviction that all those nations connected to that heroic era of

exploration should be involved in some way in the efforts to contribute
to the huts’ preservation.

I realize only too well that this funding issue has been raised at
various levels by the New Zealanders and others, and that it poses some
difficult questions - both for your Department, and for the Heritage
Lottery Fund, which I gather is not constituted to help projects
overseas. But, on the other hand, I thought there was something called
“The Government of the British Antarctic Territory,” which must mean
that there is some British Territory to be “governed!” SoIam at a loss
to understand how this restoration project can be correctly described as
“overseas?” Whatever the case, and however futile my plea to you for
a bit of imaginative flexibility in the interpretation of these rules, I just
wanted to emphasize the iconic importance of these huts in those great
Antarctic journeys.which will surely resonate strongly in the public

L3




imagination -- particularly as the centenary of these famous explorers’
cndeavours approaches.

I promised Helen Clark I would raise this issue with you —so [
have! But if there really is nothing that can be done via your
Department and the H.L.F., do you at least know of any organizations,
associationg or wealthy individuals who might be prevailed upon to
help? Ishall investigate this possibility myself, but it would clearly
assist the process if there could be some indication of whether a degree
of matching funding could be available to act as an'incentive?

G4
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BIRKHALL

8th September, 2004

‘\ wwm.

It was a great pleasure to get you both to Birkhall for tea last
weekend and to discuss various issues. I thought it might be helpful if,
as usual, I put them in writing...

The main issue that we talked about was agriculture. I
mentioned to you the anxieties which are developing, particularly
amongst beef farmers and to a lesser degree sheep farmers, of the
consequences of the Mid Term Review. There is no doubt that
decoupling support from production provides many opportunities, but
it is also creating some real fears amongst the livestock sector. As you
know, beef farmers were particularly heavily subsidized and the worry
is that the removal of specific livestock support may mean that farmers
will decide it is simply not worthwhile rearing animals. If this
happened the large areas of the countryside dependent on beef and
sheep farming will change beyond all recognition. As with all these
things, a balance has to be struck. You know that I have been an
advocate of the principles behind the Mid Term Review, but as we
agreed right at the start, the method of implementation of the new
regime is what will make all the difference. I discussed with you some
relatively simple steps which I think could be taken to ameliorate the
situation and ensure that help is given to ease the transition to the new

world. If I may, [ shall list them:

a)  Every support must be given to beef farmers so that they can seize
the new opportunities and cope with the reduction in support — in
other words they must be encouraged to co-operate and learn
about marketing. The English Farming and Food Partnerships is
working hard in this area, but I wondered if it would be possible
for the Government to channel funds specifically to help the beef
sector through the existing Agricultural Development Scheme?
As I understand it, through this mechanism the Government can
grant-assist groups of farmers to start marketing or other
initiatives. Inevitably, such help needs to be advertized widely so -
that the maximum number of farmers are encouraged to benefit
from the funding and advice available.

b




b)

d)

Sufficient support needs to be provided to hill farmers who play
a particularly crucial role in maintaining the beauty and the
communities of the uplands. The dry stone walls, the unique
livestock management practices, such as hefting of sheep, and
the social fabric of these areas are utterly dependent upon these
farmers. If they are to care for the land in the way that the public
would wish and improve their own competitiveness and
marketing, the Hill Farming Allowance, which currently exists
alongside the new Single Farm Payment, must remain. There is
a growing sense of anxiety that the Treasury will try to stop it
once the S.F.P. is in place and I cannot overemphasize just how
important it is that this support remains in place.

Essential to livestock farmers is access to a sufficient
infrastructure of livestock markets, abattoirs and cutting
facilities, particularly if they are to respond as we would want to
the growing opportunities for direct selling and collaborative
marketing. Indeed, this was one of the recommendations in Don
Curry’s original report. 1 am sure that Regional Development
Agencies could do more in this area, and any encouragement
which they could be given by central Government would be
much appreciated by the livestock sector.

So much depends on the consumer demanding British produce
and I only wish that more could be done to encourage people to
buy British and to understand that it is only with their support
that British agriculture and the countryside will survive. I know
that European Rules preclude the Government from running a
campaign to promote, solely, British produce but, for all that, it
would be splendid if the Government could find innovative ways
to give the necessary lead.

Public procurement of beef is an obvious area in which the
Government could make a substantial difference to the beef
sector. For instance, I understand that the Ministry of Defence is
now sourcing a proportion of beef from British suppliers, but no
doubt more could be done.

I have raised with you on a number of occasions the importance
of reducing the bureaucratic and administrative burden on
farmers, and you have been most reassuring in your replies.
Suffice it to say that any pressure which you can bring to bear on

o




D.E.F.R.A. through the Panel for Regulatory Accountability,
which you told me you are chairing, would be much appreciated.
Vigilance is essential to help officials resist returning to type!

I also mentioned to you the increasing problems affecting the
dairy sector. Ihave been speaking to a number of different people
about what could be done to ameliorate the situation and there is no
doubt that one major problem appears to be the Office of Fair Trading.
As you know, the dairy sector is going through a major rationalization
and many existing farmer-owned co-operatives are expanding as
farmers increasingly understand that by working together they have
more power to deal with processors and retailers. Unfortunately, I am
told that the Office of Fair Trading is becoming a serious obstacle to
developing dairy co-operatives of the necessary size and influence. As
I understand it, it sees the United Kingdom as ring-fenced with the
Channel acting as a barrier to imports, which is, of course, ridiculous.
The O.F.T.’s view is that it will oppose any company which looks like
exceeding twenty-five per ¢ent of the U.K. market share. Meanwhile,
in Europe, particularly Denmark and Germany where co-operatives are
more established, competition law is being interpreted entirely
differently and there is one co-operative in Denmark that has a ninety
per cent market share! This may be somewhat excessive, but unless
United Kingdom co-operatives can grow sufficiently the processors
and retailers will continue to have the farmers in an arm lock and we
will continue to shoot ourselves in the foot! You did kindly say that
you would look at this and see if there was anything which could be
done to help the O.F.T. to take a wider view.

Finally, I did raise an entirely different subject to do with the
resources available for our Armed Forces. I mentioned to you that
during a recent visit to Northern Ireland I was able to see the hugely
impressive airborne surveillance capability provided by the Armed
Forces in the Province and, increasingly, in support of British Forces
in Iraq. In particular, I saw the Army Air Corps’s “Oxbow”
equipment, which is a major advance in surveillance technology. The
aim of the Ministry of Defence and the Army Air Corps to deploy this
equipment globally is, however, being frustrated by the poor
performance of the existing Lynx aircraft in high temperatures.
Despite this, the procurement of a new aircraft to replace the Lynx is
subject to filrther delays and uncertainty due to the significant pressure
on the Defence Budget. I fear that this is just one more example of
where our Armed Forces are being asked to do an extremely
challenging job (particularly in Iraq) without the necessary resources.
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I do apologize for writing at such length. Meanwhile, I cannot
tell you how grateful I am to you for agreeing to give my Business and
the Environment Programme’s Tenth Anniversary Lecture next
Tuesday, and I am particularly pleased that Mrs. Blair will also be
coming to Clarence House for the reception and dinner afterwards,
although I do understand that you both have to slip off after my speech
which I will now be giving before dinner.

2
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

11 October 2004
THE PRIME MINISTER

Q,uv ﬂwkw_ U,

Thank you very much for your letter of 8 September, following up our

discussion. As ever I found your points constructive and thought provoking.

Can I start, though, by thanking you and your staff — on behalf of Cherie
and myself - for the organisation and hospitality around the Business and
Environment programme 10® anniversary lecture. It proved to be the ideal
audience for what I wanted to say, and has once again proved how farsighted you

were in setting the programme up.

Before going onto your detailed points, I should say that I am generally
very encouraged by the way the farming community are starting to look for
solutions to issues themselves rather than looking automatically to government.
The maturity of approach in the NFU leadership over the poor harvest for
example suggests that much of what we have béth been trying to achieve has
started to bear fruit. Successful implementation of the CAP deal is now, as you
recognise, our top farming priority. We must not only get the processes right,
but win hearts and minds as well - and the presentation of the Entry level scheme

and the whole farm plan will be very important here.
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In this vein you raised specifically the issue of beef farmers. I agree with
you that EFFP are starting to do some good work. Where 1 might take a slightly
different approach is on possible support for the industry. At present, I
understand that the main problem in the UK market is undersupply of beef. But
if we lift the over Thirty Month scheme, this will change dramatically. So my
priority is to work towards help for beef farmers to re-establish their markets
post OTMS, rather than in the very immediate future. The Meat and Livestock

Commission will have an important role here.

I agree with you that we must continue to support hill farmers, and their
role in maintaining some of our most valuable habitats and environments. I
understand that the Hill Farm Allowance will continue until 2007, and that
consultation on a replacement regime will start from the basis that a similar

quantum of support will be needed for hill farmers thereafter.

I hope we have started to turn the corner on infrastructure support for local
produce - and I agree that the benefit of promoting local sourcing is markedly
reduced without this. Martin will share a detailed note on this with
including a number of cases where processing and marketing grant and/or the

rural enterprise scheme have made a difference.

Your mention of the RDAs was interesting. I hope the transfer of money
from DEFRA for them to cover rural issues will provide an incentive for them to
really get to grips with the issues of rural economic performance. But it is clear

they need in some cases to up their game.
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As you know, I have long been a supporter of the red tractor and of local
sourcing as means of promoting British food. I think we are making progress on
each of these, and the new leadership and governance of the red tractor is starting
to make an impact. The armed forces’ record in using British food is much
understated, but I will see if we can do more on beef in particular, to coincide

with any lifting of the OTMS.

I also think we are beginning to up our game more generally on public
sector food procurement. Regional training workshops should start next month,
Larry Whitty is setting up a national suppliers network. The Government Offices
are working well on promoting good procurement of food, and the locally
sourced school meals agenda is definitely moving forward. Finally, the MLC
report that 60% of local authorities claim to have adopted sustainable

development criteria in their food purchasing.

We remain at one on the importance of reducing bureaucracy and
administrative burden on farmers. I hope that the ending of IACS forms with the
introduction of the new single farm payment will herald a step reduction in red
tape. It should be followed by the whole farm plan, with a one-stop shop for
farmers’ interactions with regulators. But DEFRA need to do more, and we are

working with them to deliver a really good strategic approach to regulation.

Finally, on agriculture, you raised the issue of milk. I hear different
stories about the OFT attitude and part of the perception that they are a problem
may well stem from the period in the immediate aftermath of Milk Marque. Of
course, as you recognise, they are rightly an independent body and I couldn’t

influence them even if I wanted to. I also welcome the proposed Q&A for
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farmers from the OFT, and their private willingness to talk to co-operatives, on a
without prejudice basis. But I understand you have your own channels of

information, and would welcome any further information you get on the subject.

I am of course also aware that the price of milk has been depressed for

some time. It may be that the single farm payment will help here.

On the subject of the Lynx helicopter, the limitations of the existing
platform, particularly in the extremely challenging environment within Iraq, are
well recognised by the Minisfry of Defence. Nevertheless, we do have four
Lynx MKk9 helicopters from 1 Regiment Army Air Corps deployed alongside
Chinook and Puma with the Joint Helicopter Force (Iraq) and, as necessary, we
do seek to improve the surveillance capabilities available to our deployed forces

through the Urgent Operational Requirement process.

In the longer term, the programme to replace the capability provided by
the Lynx has been absorbed into a new Future Rotorcraft Capability programme.
This seeks to consider holistically the overarching future capability requirement
for helicopters and to deliver a more coherent future programme, avoiding some
of the pitfalls that we have encountered in the past where a number of individual
projects have found themselves in competition for priority within the Equipment
Programme. While the Ministry of Defence clearly has to operate within finite
resources, our planned investment in future helicopters will- be substantial -
around £3 billion over the next ten years and over £6 billion over the coming two
decades. Replacement of the Lynx and Gazelle reconnaissance and surveillance

capabilities will be a priority for this programme, which will also seek to deliver
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a future fleet that is fully capable of deployment in all anticipated operational
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

30 March 2005
THE PRIME MINISTER

QQN /)m}\w (,/MUU»,

Thank you very much for your letter following up on our enjoyable
conversation. As you know, I always value and look forward to your views - but

perhaps particularly on agricultural topics.

You raised first the issue of bovine TB, and the link to badgers. The Irish
trials have indeed changed everything here, as I know Ben Bradshaw
acknowledges. The crucial thing is now fapidly to work up the full case for
action, so as to enable an early decision. (If we do not work through the case
properly we will be challenged in the courts.) While I can personally see the case
for culling badgers, I would not want to prejudge the decision. But I am not

prepared to tolerate unnecessary delay, and I know, again, that Ben agrees.

Martin will give a note outlining what Defra are doing on farmer
bureaucracy. I think that Defra are starting to get their act together - on the cross
compliance regulations, they did for example ask farmers how they preferred to
get advice and the clear answer was for guidance leaflets, which they could refer

to as they wished. But I hold no brief for the size of the guidance!
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And Defra’s research shows a two thirds drop in form filling time -
including cross compliance - compared with the old system. I take this with a
heavy pinch of salt, but even so it is encouraging that they are, at least, seeking
to ask these questions. But that said, I share your feeling thatlthere are some
unreconstructed regulators still around, which is why we insisted that the Defra 5
year plan include a pledge to cut farming red tape by 25 per cent. It is also very
important that Defra analyse what they are doing against the cumulative burdens
they are placing on the sectors of farming - some of which simply cannot cope
with more regulation at present. I can promise you that my Panel for Regulatory

Accountability will stay firmly on the case.

You raised too the issue of delay to the Single farm payment and a possible
interim payment. I have a lot of sympathy with this idea, particularly for tenant
farmeré and new entrants, neither of whom have the kind of asset base that might
lead banks to be sympathetic. The only issue is whether we can find a way of
doing it that does not delay the main payment further, but I really don’t think this

is insoluble. Defra are working on ideas, and I have said I want to be kept in the

loop.

You may be aware that the picture on self-sufficiency is proving rather
more complex than either of us thought when we spoke. I think the figures need
unpicking: I believe agrees. Martin and . will work with

further on this.
I am very grateful for the work you are doing for family farms,

particularly in upland areas. I saw many of these farms myself during FMD.

Diversification beyond traditional farm business - including in the area of
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tourism - is indeed part of the answer. If you find barriers to this do let me
know. And I have long believed that farmers need to co-operate more, in order to
equalise the negotiating power up the food chain and to minimise costs. I think

EFFP are starting to do good work here.

I have on occasion expressed precisely the concern about retailers ‘arm
lock’ on suppliers that you express so well. I know too that after something of an
improvement things have recently got worse. As you may be aware (and this was
the main reason why I have delayed writing until now) the OFT issued its report
on this subject on Tuesday. I would not pretend that he report is earth-shattering
in any way. But it is I think useful, in two respects .' First it keeps the issue very
firmly open, with comments sought on their findings by the end of May. Second
it explicitly acknowledges the case for a voluntary ‘buyers charter’ of the kind
you and Margaret Beckett have both espoused. We can and will now more easily

run with a voluntary code.

I agree with you that energy efficiency can have a much larger role to play
in our domestic action on climate change. The Budget supported this, as will
forthcoming work on the sustainable buildings code: making a reality of energy
efficiency in new buildings. I am also keen to see a bigger role for biocrops,

provided we can avoid promoting monocultures.
I am really grateful for the suggestion that my staff meet Hank Dittmar.

Martin and Miles Gibson met him earlier this week and were very impressed.

They will help Hank with any blockages in Whitehall.

Lh



Thanks too for your contacts on herbal medicines - who have been
sensible and constructive. They feel that the directive itself is sound and the UK
regulators excellent, but are absolutely correct in saying that the implementation
as it is currently planned is crazy. We can do quite a lot here: we will delay
implementation for all existing products to 2011; we will take more of the
implementation upon ourselves; and I think we can sort out the problems in the
technical committee - where my European experts have some very good ideas.
We will be consulting with your contacts and others on the best way to do this —

we simply cannot have burdensome regulation here.

[Redacted by order of the Upper Tribunal]

/uw
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