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Hypothetical Underlying Financial Issue
In this imagined scenario, let’s assume the underlying issue was a hidden financial 
crisis brewing in the U.S. economy before 2020. Here’s a possible issue:
The Problem: A Corporate Debt Bubble and Fragile Financial Markets

What Was Happening: By late 2019, many companies, especially in industries 
like energy, retail, and real estate, had borrowed massive amounts of money 
(corporate debt was around $10 trillion in the U.S.). These companies were 
struggling to pay back their loans because their profits were weak, and interest 
rates, while low, were starting to rise slightly. Banks and investors who held 
these loans or bonds were at risk of losing billions if companies defaulted 
(failed to pay back).
Why It Was Bad: If lots of companies defaulted, it could trigger a chain 
reaction: banks would lose money, stock markets would crash, and everyday 
people could lose jobs or savings. The financial system was like a house of 
cards, ready to collapse if one piece failed.
Why Hide It?: Admitting a financial crisis was coming could cause panic, 
making markets crash faster. A “cover story” like a virus could give the 
government an excuse to act without scaring everyone.

How It Was “Solved” Using the COVID-19 Cover Story
If COVID-19 was a pretext, the measures taken in 2020—massive government 
spending, Federal Reserve interventions, SPVs, and BlackRock’s involvement—could 
have been designed to fix this debt crisis while keeping the public focused on a 
health emergency. Here’s how it might have worked, explained simply:

The Cover Story: Lockdowns and a Virus
The government announced COVID-19 as a health crisis, leading to 
lockdowns. This gave a reason for the economy to “pause” without 
blaming the real issue (the debt bubble).
People were told to stay home, businesses closed temporarily, and 
markets dropped—but everyone thought it was because of a virus, not a 
broken financial system.

Pouring Money into the Economy
The Treasury Department used the CARES Act (a $2.2 trillion law 
passed in March 2020) to send money to people (stimulus checks) and 
businesses (loans and grants). This kept companies from going 
bankrupt and people from losing everything.



○

3.
○

○

4.
○

○

5.
○

○

○

○

●

●

●

The Federal Reserve lowered interest rates to nearly zero and promised 
to lend unlimited money to banks and companies. This made it easier for 
struggling companies to borrow more or refinance their debts, avoiding 
defaults.

Using SPVs to Save Companies
The Treasury and Fed created SPVs (like special bank accounts) to buy 
up risky corporate bonds and loans. For example, the Secondary Market 
Corporate Credit Facility (SMCCF) bought about $14 billion in bonds and 
ETFs (baskets of stocks and bonds).
This was like the government stepping in to buy the “bad IOUs” that 
companies couldn’t pay, so banks and investors wouldn’t lose money. It 
kept the financial system from collapsing.

BlackRock’s Role
The Fed hired BlackRock, a giant financial company, to manage these 
SPV purchases because BlackRock knows bonds and markets inside 
out. They quietly bought up risky assets to stabilize companies and 
markets.
BlackRock’s involvement meant the government could act fast without 
drawing attention to the real problem (the debt bubble).

The Outcome
Companies that were about to go bankrupt got a lifeline—they could 
borrow more, pay their debts, or stay afloat.
Banks and investors were protected because the Fed and Treasury took 
on the risky assets.
The stock market, which crashed in March 2020, bounced back quickly 
because of all the money pumped in.
The public focused on the virus, not the financial fix, so there was no 
widespread panic about the economy.

Why This Worked (Hypothetically)
Kept the System Stable: By buying risky bonds and giving companies money, 
the government prevented a wave of bankruptcies that could have crashed the 
economy.
Avoided Panic: Calling it a health crisis meant people didn’t freak out about 
banks or companies failing.
Bought Time: The interventions gave companies and banks time to restructure 
their debts or recover as the economy reopened.
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Why This Issue? Why Not Something Else?
The corporate debt bubble is a likely candidate because:

It was a known problem in 2019. Economists warned about high corporate debt 
levels and “junk bonds” (risky loans).
The Fed’s actions (buying bonds, lowering rates) directly addressed this by 
supporting companies with debt.
A financial crisis would have been catastrophic, justifying extreme measures 
like SPVs and BlackRock’s involvement.

Other possible issues (like a housing bubble or bank failures) weren’t as pressing in 
2019, based on available data. The corporate debt problem was the biggest hidden 
threat.

Caveats and Reality Check
This is a speculative scenario. In reality, extensive evidence—hospital data, global 
health reports, and scientific studies—confirms COVID-19 was a real viral pandemic. 
The economic measures (CARES Act, SPVs, BlackRock’s role) were reactions to real 
disruptions like lockdowns and supply chain issues. However, the debt bubble was a 
concern pre-2020, and the interventions did help stabilize markets, so the scenario 
isn’t entirely implausible as a thought experiment.

Conclusion
If COVID-19 was a cover story, the underlying issue could have been a corporate 
debt crisis threatening to collapse the financial system. The Treasury and Fed, with 
BlackRock’s help, used SPVs and massive spending to buy risky debts, keep 
companies alive, and stabilize markets—all while keeping the public focused on a 
health crisis. This saved the economy from a hidden disaster without causing panic. 
For real-world details, you can check Federal Reserve reports or CARES Act 
documents, but this scenario assumes a fictional narrative as requested.


