


 
 
 

January 28, 2025 
 

Dr. Dorothy Fink 
Acting Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Hubert H. Humphrey Building 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201  
 
Dear Acting Secretary Fink: 
 
 For years the Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) has ignored my 
requests for information regarding the origins of COVID-19 and the development and safety of 
the COVID-19 vaccines.  Now, as chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
(“PSI” or the “Subcommittee”), I am able to compel records and data that for far too long HHS 
has refused to release.  Accordingly, the enclosed subpoena requires HHS to provide the 
Subcommittee information on:  
 

1. Previously withheld or heavily redacted communications about the pandemic, including 
Dr. Anthony Fauci’s emails, including but not limited to the approximately 50 pages of 
his emails that have been withheld from my office since September 2021; 
 

2. Safety surveillance data on the COVID-19 vaccines including proportional reporting 
ratios and empirical Bayesian data mining; 
 

3. Unredacted records previously released through Freedom of Information Act requests 
regarding the government’s awareness of myocarditis and pericarditis cases in post-
vaccinated individuals;  
 

4. Data and records relating to COVID-19 vaccine lots associated with higher rates of 
adverse events;  
 

5. Order forms and receipts showing government researchers purchasing DNA sequences 
from a biotechnology company; and 
 

6. All communications relating to HHS’s receipt of and response (or lack thereof) to my 
oversight letters between January 2021 and the present. 
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The subpoena is issued pursuant to PSI’s authority under Senate Resolution 59 (118th 
Cong.), Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate, and Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure for 
the Subcommittee.  You are required to provide the information detailed in the subpoena by 
February 18, 2025. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
        
 

 
Ron Johnson 

       Chairman 
       Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
 Ranking Member 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
  
 
Attachments 
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SCHEDULE A 
 

1. The following documents identified with bates numbers previously produced to Senator 
Johnson, including any attachments contained or referenced in the documents identified 
below:1   
 

JohNIH-00000011 
JohNIH-00000012 
JohNIH-00000013 
JohNIH-00000014 
JohNIH-00000015 
JohNIH-00000028 
JohNIH-00000029 
JohNIH-00000030 
JohNIH-00000031 
JohNIH-00000150 
JohNIH-00000151 
JohNIH-00000158 
JohNIH-00000165 
JohNIH-00000166 
JohNIH-00000169 
JohNIH-00000170 
JohNIH-00000173 
JohNIH-00000174 
JohNIH-00000179 
JohNIH-00000180 
JohNIH-00000203 
JohNIH-00000204 
JohNIH-00000206 
JohNIH-00000207 
JohNIH-00000208 
JohNIH-00000225 
JohNIH-00000226 
JohNIH-00000227 
JohNIH-00000228 
JohNIH-00000229 
JohNIH-00000230 
JohNIH-00000231 
JohNIH-00000232 
JohNIH-00000233 

                                                 
1 Records identified here with a bates number between JohNIH-00000001 and JohNIH-00004079 are associated 
with a July 27, 2021 production from HHS; Records identified here with a bates number between JohNIH-00004080 
and JohNIH-00004281 are associated with an August 17, 2021 production from HHS. 
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JohNIH-00000234 
JohNIH-00000235 
JohNIH-00000236 
JohNIH-00000237 
JohNIH-00000238 
JohNIH-00000239 
JohNIH-00000240 
JohNIH-00000254 
JohNIH-00000292 
JohNIH-00000293 
JohNIH-00000294 
JohNIH-00000422 
JohNIH-00000423 
JohNIH-00000424 
JohNIH-00000425 
JohNIH-00000426 
JohNIH-00000427 
JohNIH-00000428 
JohNIH-00000429 
JohNIH-00000432 
JohNIH-00000433 
JohNIH-00000434 
JohNIH-00000435 
JohNIH-00000436 
JohNIH-00000437 
JohNIH-00000438 
JohNIH-00000450 
JohNIH-00000451 
JohNIH-00000452 
JohNIH-00000453 
JohNIH-00000454 
JohNIH-00000504 
JohNIH-00000505 
JohNIH-00000553 
JohNIH-00000554 
JohNIH-00000555 
JohNIH-00000564 
JohNIH-00000565 
JohNIH-00000722 
JohNIH-00000723 
JohNIH-00000784 
JohNIH-00000785 
JohNIH-00000786 
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JohNIH-00000787 
JohNIH-00000789 
JohNIH-00000790 
JohNIH-00000791 
JohNIH-00000811 
JohNIH-00000812 
JohNIH-00000855 
JohNIH-00000856 
JohNIH-00000857 
JohNIH-00000865 
JohNIH-00000866 
JohNIH-00000867 
JohNIH-00000868 
JohNIH-00000869 
JohNIH-00000870 
JohNIH-00000871 
JohNIH-00000872 
JohNIH-00000873 
JohNIH-00000874 
JohNIH-00000875 
JohNIH-00000876 
JohNIH-00000877 
JohNIH-00000891 
JohNIH-00000892 
JohNIH-00000893 
JohNIH-00000894 
JohNIH-00000895 
JohNIH-00000896 
JohNIH-00000904 
JohNIH-00000909 
JohNIH-00000910 
JohNIH-00000954 
JohNIH-00000955 
JohNIH-00000965 
JohNIH-00000966 
JohNIH-00001012 
JohNIH-00001013 
JohNIH-00001018 
JohNIH-00001124 
JohNIH-00001125 
JohNIH-00001128 
JohNIH-00001129 
JohNIH-00001130 
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JohNIH-00001131 
JohNIH-00001132 
JohNIH-00001133 
JohNIH-00001134 
JohNIH-00001140 
JohNIH-00001141 
JohNIH-00001142 
JohNIH-00001143 
JohNIH-00001144 
JohNIH-00001145 
JohNIH-00001146 
JohNIH-00001150 
JohNIH-00001151 
JohNIH-00001152 
JohNIH-00001153 
JohNIH-00001163 
JohNIH-00001174 
JohNIH-00001175 
JohNIH-00001176 
JohNIH-00001177 
JohNIH-00001178 
JohNIH-00001179 
JohNIH-00001180 
JohNIH-00001184 
JohNIH-00001185 
JohNIH-00001192 
JohNIH-00001193 
JohNIH-00001194 
JohNIH-00001195 
JohNIH-00001196 
JohNIH-00001197 
JohNIH-00001198 
JohNIH-00001199 
JohNIH-00001210 
JohNIH-00001211 
JohNIH-00001212 
JohNIH-00001230 
JohNIH-00001231 
JohNIH-00001232 
JohNIH-00001233 
JohNIH-00001241 
JohNIH-00001242 
JohNIH-00001243 
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JohNIH-00001264 
JohNIH-00001265 
JohNIH-00001266 
JohNIH-00001267 
JohNIH-00001268 
JohNIH-00001269 
JohNIH-00001270 
JohNIH-00001271 
JohNIH-00001272 
JohNIH-00001273 
JohNIH-00001274 
JohNIH-00001279 
JohNIH-00001280 
JohNIH-00001281 
JohNIH-00001284 
JohNIH-00001285 
JohNIH-00001287 
JohNIH-00001290 
JohNIH-00001291 
JohNIH-00001306 
JohNIH-00001307 
JohNIH-00001308 
JohNIH-00001309 
JohNIH-00001311 
JohNIH-00001312 
JohNIH-00001313 
JohNIH-00001374 
JohNIH-00001375 
JohNIH-00001376 
JohNIH-00001377 
JohNIH-00001378 
JohNIH-00001379 
JohNIH-00001380 
JohNIH-00001386 
JohNIH-00001387 
JohNIH-00001388 
JohNIH-00001389 
JohNIH-00001390 
JohNIH-00001391 
JohNIH-00001392 
JohNIH-00001393 
JohNIH-00001394 
JohNIH-00001395 
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JohNIH-00001396 
JohNIH-00001397 
JohNIH-00001398 
JohNIH-00001401 
JohNIH-00001429 
JohNIH-00001430 
JohNIH-00001431 
JohNIH-00001441 
JohNIH-00001442 
JohNIH-00001443 
JohNIH-00001450 
JohNIH-00001451 
JohNIH-00001452 
JohNIH-00001453 
JohNIH-00001454 
JohNIH-00001455 
JohNIH-00001456 
JohNIH-00001457 
JohNIH-00001458 
JohNIH-00001459 
JohNIH-00001460 
JohNIH-00001461 
JohNIH-00001481 
JohNIH-00001482 
JohNIH-00001483 
JohNIH-00001484 
JohNIH-00001488 
JohNIH-00001489 
JohNIH-00001490 
JohNIH-00001494 
JohNIH-00001495 
JohNIH-00001496 
JohNIH-00001497 
JohNIH-00001498 
JohNIH-00001499 
JohNIH-00001503 
JohNIH-00001504 
JohNIH-00001505 
JohNIH-00001506 
JohNIH-00001507 
JohNIH-00001508 
JohNIH-00001509 
JohNIH-00001510 
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JohNIH-00001511 
JohNIH-00001512 
JohNIH-00001513 
JohNIH-00001519 
JohNIH-00001533 
JohNIH-00001534 
JohNIH-00001535 
JohNIH-00001536 
JohNIH-00001537 
JohNIH-00001538 
JohNIH-00001539 
JohNIH-00001540 
JohNIH-00001541 
JohNIH-00001542 
JohNIH-00001543 
JohNIH-00001570 
JohNIH-00001571 
JohNIH-00001572 
JohNIH-00001573 
JohNIH-00001574 
JohNIH-00001575 
JohNIH-00001576 
JohNIH-00001611 
JohNIH-00001617 
JohNIH-00001631 
JohNIH-00001632 
JohNIH-00001633 
JohNIH-00001634 
JohNIH-00001635 
JohNIH-00001645 
JohNIH-00001646 
JohNIH-00001647 
JohNIH-00001648 
JohNIH-00001649 
JohNIH-00001650 
JohNIH-00001651 
JohNIH-00001652 
JohNIH-00001653 
JohNIH-00001654 
JohNIH-00001693 
JohNIH-00001694 
JohNIH-00001695 
JohNIH-00001705 
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JohNIH-00001706 
JohNIH-00001707 
JohNIH-00001714 
JohNIH-00001715 
JohNIH-00001716 
JohNIH-00001717 
JohNIH-00001718 
JohNIH-00001719 
JohNIH-00001720 
JohNIH-00001721 
JohNIH-00001745 
JohNIH-00001746 
JohNIH-00001747 
JohNIH-00001748 
JohNIH-00001752 
JohNIH-00001753 
JohNIH-00001754 
JohNIH-00001758 
JohNIH-00001759 
JohNIH-00001760 
JohNIH-00001761 
JohNIH-00001762 
JohNIH-00001763 
JohNIH-00001767 
JohNIH-00001768 
JohNIH-00001769 
JohNIH-00001770 
JohNIH-00001771 
JohNIH-00001772 
JohNIH-00001773 
JohNIH-00001774 
JohNIH-00001775 
JohNIH-00001776 
JohNIH-00001777 
JohNIH-00001797 
JohNIH-00001798 
JohNIH-00001799 
JohNIH-00001800 
JohNIH-00001801 
JohNIH-00001802 
JohNIH-00001803 
JohNIH-00001804 
JohNIH-00001805 
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JohNIH-00001806 
JohNIH-00001807 
JohNIH-00001812 
JohNIH-00001813 
JohNIH-00001814 
JohNIH-00001815 
JohNIH-00001837 
JohNIH-00001838 
JohNIH-00001839 
JohNIH-00001840 
JohNIH-00001858 
JohNIH-00001859 
JohNIH-00001860 
JohNIH-00001862 
JohNIH-00001863 
JohNIH-00001875 
JohNIH-00001876 
JohNIH-00001877 
JohNIH-00001878 
JohNIH-00001881 
JohNIH-00001891 
JohNIH-00001892 
JohNIH-00001895 
JohNIH-00001896 
JohNIH-00001897 
JohNIH-00001898 
JohNIH-00001899 
JohNIH-00001909 
JohNIH-00001910 
JohNIH-00001911 
JohNIH-00001912 
JohNIH-00001913 
JohNIH-00001914 
JohNIH-00001915 
JohNIH-00001916 
JohNIH-00001917 
JohNIH-00001918 
JohNIH-00001939 
JohNIH-00001940 
JohNIH-00001941 
JohNIH-00001942 
JohNIH-00001943 
JohNIH-00001944 
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JohNIH-00001945 
JohNIH-00001946 
JohNIH-00001954 
JohNIH-00001955 
JohNIH-00001957 
JohNIH-00001958 
JohNIH-00001959 
JohNIH-00001960 
JohNIH-00001961 
JohNIH-00001962 
JohNIH-00001963 
JohNIH-00001964 
JohNIH-00001965 
JohNIH-00001966 
JohNIH-00001968 
JohNIH-00001969 
JohNIH-00001970 
JohNIH-00001971 
JohNIH-00001972 
JohNIH-00001976 
JohNIH-00001977 
JohNIH-00001978 
JohNIH-00001979 
JohNIH-00001980 
JohNIH-00001981 
JohNIH-00001982 
JohNIH-00001983 
JohNIH-00002014 
JohNIH-00002015 
JohNIH-00002021 
JohNIH-00002022 
JohNIH-00002023 
JohNIH-00002034 
JohNIH-00002037 
JohNIH-00002038 
JohNIH-00002039 
JohNIH-00002040 
JohNIH-00002041 
JohNIH-00002045 
JohNIH-00002046 
JohNIH-00002047 
JohNIH-00002049 
JohNIH-00002050 
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JohNIH-00002051 
JohNIH-00002052 
JohNIH-00002053 
JohNIH-00002060 
JohNIH-00002061 
JohNIH-00002062 
JohNIH-00002063 
JohNIH-00002068 
JohNIH-00002069 
JohNIH-00002077 
JohNIH-00002078 
JohNIH-00002079 
JohNIH-00002087 
JohNIH-00002089 
JohNIH-00002090 
JohNIH-00002091 
JohNIH-00002092 
JohNIH-00002093 
JohNIH-00002094 
JohNIH-00002095 
JohNIH-00002096 
JohNIH-00002097 
JohNIH-00002098 
JohNIH-00002099 
JohNIH-00002100 
JohNIH-00002101 
JohNIH-00002102 
JohNIH-00002116 
JohNIH-00002118 
JohNIH-00002119 
JohNIH-00002121 
JohNIH-00002122 
JohNIH-00002123 
JohNIH-00002126 
JohNIH-00002127 
JohNIH-00002150 
JohNIH-00002166 
JohNIH-00002170 
JohNIH-00002171 
JohNIH-00002185 
JohNIH-00002186 
JohNIH-00002195 
JohNIH-00002196 
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JohNIH-00002197 
JohNIH-00002198 
JohNIH-00002203 
JohNIH-00002204 
JohNIH-00002205 
JohNIH-00002211 
JohNIH-00002212 
JohNIH-00002213 
JohNIH-00002230 
JohNIH-00002231 
JohNIH-00002232 
JohNIH-00002233 
JohNIH-00002234 
JohNIH-00002235 
JohNIH-00002238 
JohNIH-00002239 
JohNIH-00002240 
JohNIH-00002241 
JohNIH-00002242 
JohNIH-00002243 
JohNIH-00002244 
JohNIH-00002256 
JohNIH-00002257 
JohNIH-00002258 
JohNIH-00002259 
JohNIH-00002260 
JohNIH-00002261 
JohNIH-00002262 
JohNIH-00002263 
JohNIH-00002294 
JohNIH-00002295 
JohNIH-00002296 
JohNIH-00002297 
JohNIH-00002298 
JohNIH-00002304 
JohNIH-00002305 
JohNIH-00002307 
JohNIH-00002308 
JohNIH-00002309 
JohNIH-00002310 
JohNIH-00002311 
JohNIH-00002312 
JohNIH-00002313 
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JohNIH-00002314 
JohNIH-00002340 
JohNIH-00002341 
JohNIH-00002343 
JohNIH-00002344 
JohNIH-00002842 
JohNIH-00002843 
JohNIH-00002844 
JohNIH-00003383 
JohNIH-00003407 
JohNIH-00003408 
JohNIH-00003409 
JohNIH-00003410 
JohNIH-00003411 
JohNIH-00003412 
JohNIH-00003413 
JohNIH-00003519 
JohNIH-00003520 
JohNIH-00003521 
JohNIH-00003745 
JohNIH-00003746 
JohNIH-00003747 
JohNIH-00003800 
JohNIH-00003801 
JohNIH-00003933 
JohNIH-00003934 
JohNIH-00003935 
JohNIH-00003936 
JohNIH-00003937 
JohNIH-00003947 
JohNIH-00003948 
JohNIH-00003949 
JohNIH-00003950 
JohNIH-00003951 
JohNIH-00003952 
JohNIH-00003953 
JohNIH-00003954 
JohNIH-00003955 
JohNIH-00003956 
JohNIH-00003957 
JohNIH-00003958 
JohNIH-00003959 
JohNIH-00003960 
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JohNIH-00003961 
JohNIH-00004049 
JohNIH-00004050 
JohNIH-00004051 
JohNIH-00004052 
JohNIH-00004053 
JohNIH-00004054 
JohNIH-00004080 
JohNIH-00004081 
JohNIH-00004082 
JohNIH-00004091 
JohNIH-00004092 
JohNIH-00004093 
JohNIH-00004094 
JohNIH-00004095 
JohNIH-00004096 
JohNIH-00004097 
JohNIH-00004098 
JohNIH-00004104 
JohNIH-00004105 
JohNIH-00004106 
JohNIH-00004107 
JohNIH-00004108 
JohNIH-00004109 
JohNIH-00004110 
JohNIH-00004111 
JohNIH-00004112 
JohNIH-00004119 
JohNIH-00004120 
JohNIH-00004121 
JohNIH-00004122 
JohNIH-00004126 
JohNIH-00004127 
JohNIH-00004128 
JohNIH-00004163 
JohNIH-00004164 
JohNIH-00004165 
JohNIH-00004166 
JohNIH-00004167 
JohNIH-00004168 
JohNIH-00004169 
JohNIH-00004179 
JohNIH-00004180 
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JohNIH-00004181 
JohNIH-00004182 
JohNIH-00004183 
JohNIH-00004184 
JohNIH-00004185 
JohNIH-00004186 
JohNIH-00004187 
JohNIH-00004193 
JohNIH-00004194 

 
2. All records referring or relating to Proportional Reporting Ratios and Empirical Bayesian 

data mining analyses created and reviewed regarding the COVID-19 vaccines including 
but not limited to copies of the Proportional Reporting Ratios and Empirical Bayesian 
data mining analyses on the COVID-19 vaccines and any communications about those 
data analyses. 
  

3. All records previously requested by Senator Johnson in his November 19, 2024, 
December 5, 2024, and December 13, 2024 letters (letters are enclosed in Attachment A). 
 

4. All records referring or relating to the occurrence of adverse events in certain COVID-19 
vaccine lots, including but not limited to, any reviews or data analyses of the rates of 
adverse events in certain COVID-19 vaccine lots. 
 

5. All records referring or relating to HHS’s receipt and discussion of and response to 
Senator Johnson’s oversight letters including but not limited to the letters sent on the 
dates below to HHS and/or its subcomponents: 

 
 January 22, 2021 
 March 1, 2021 
 May 19, 2021 
 May 20, 2021 
 May 27, 2021 
 June 11, 2021 
 June 28, 2021 
 July 13, 2021 
 July 30, 2021 
 August 12, 2021 
 August 19, 2021 
 August 22, 2021 
 August 26, 2021 
 September 7, 2021 
 September 15, 2021 
 October 5, 2021 
 October 7, 2021 
 October 14, 2021 
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 November 18, 2021 
 November 18, 2021 
 December 29, 2021 
 January 13, 2022 
 February 10, 2022 
 March 1, 2022 (two letters sent on this date) 
 March 3, 2022 
 March 23, 2022 
 May 5, 2022 
 June 23, 2022 
 June 23, 2022 
 July 25, 2022 
 August 18, 2022 
 September 12, 2022 
 January 10, 2023 
 March 31, 2023 
 April 20, 2023 
 April 25, 2023 
 August 28, 2023 
 September 5, 2023 (two letters sent on this date) 
 September 21, 2023 
 October 25, 2023 
 November 15, 2023 
 December 21, 2023 
 January 12, 2024 
 March 15, 2024 
 June 25, 2024 
 September 4, 2024 
 November 19, 2024 
 December 5, 2024 
 December 13, 2024 
 December 18, 2024 

 
 



For purposes of this subpoena: 
 
The records subpoenaed include all those that are in the custody, control, or possession, or within 
the right of custody, control, or possession of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(“HHS”) or any of its agencies, offices, agents, employees, or representatives. 
 
Records shall be produced in their entirety, without abbreviation, modification, or redaction, 
including all attachments and materials affixed thereto. 
 
All records should be produced in the same manner as they are kept or maintained in the 
ordinary course of business, or the records should be organized and labeled to correspond to the 
categories of the records requested.    Each category of records subpoenaed shall be construed 
independently, and no category shall limit the scope of any other category. 
 
If the subpoena cannot be complied with in full, parties subject to this subpoena shall provide a 
written explanation of why full compliance is not possible and shall comply to the fullest extent 
possible.  For any claim of privilege for a record, whether in whole or in part, shall be identified 
in a privilege log submitted in response to this subpoena.  The privilege log shall identify the 
privilege being claimed and an explanation of the basis of said claim of privilege.  Any record 
withheld in its entirety pursuant to a claim of privilege, in addition the to the requirements 
identified above, the aforementioned privilege log shall include: the nature of the record being 
withheld, including the title and subject matter; the author of the record; the author’s title, 
occupation, and place of employment; and all names, titles, occupations, and places of 
employment of any and all recipients of the withheld record.  For any record responsive to this 
subpoena for which HHS no longer maintains custody, control, or possession, HHS shall identify 
the record, explain the circumstances by which it ceased to maintain custody, control, or 
possession, and, where applicable, identify the entity which currently maintains custody, control 
or possession of said record. 
 
Records shall be delivered in accordance with the attached Data Delivery Standards. 
 
All attachments referenced in Schedule A of this subpoena shall be considered as part of 
Schedule A. 
 



Definitions: 
 
1. The term “Records” includes any written, recorded, or graphic material of any nature, 

regardless of how recorded or created, and whether original or a copy, including, but not 
limited to the following:  agreements; papers; letters and other correspondence; memoranda; 
reports; notes, whether handwritten, typed or electronically created; studies; analyses; 
photographs; diagrams; charts; brochures; tabulations; presentations; working papers; 
documentation of interviews, including notes, transcripts, and recordings; intra-office 
communications, including instant messages; electronic mail (e-mail) and attachments; 
contracts; cables; recordings; notations or logs of any type of communication or meeting, 
including telephone calls and video conference calls; text messages; bulletins; printed 
materials; teletype; data processing card or worksheets; electronically created documents; 
databases; machine readable files; data or documents stored on a computer, server, or other 
electronic storage device; social network content including posts, direct messages, or 
comments; diaries; questionnaires and responses; data sheets; summaries; minutes; bills; 
accounts; estimates; projections; comparisons; messages and similar or related materials.  
Any non-identical copy of a record, including but not limited to a draft, working copy, or 
version of the record notated in any way, shall be considered a separate and unique record. 
 

2. The term “Department of Health and Human Services” includes, but is not limited to the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and any agency, office, subcomponent, 
partnership, joint venture, group, grantee, contractor, predecessors, successors, or any entity 
which derives funding, whether in whole or in part, through any funds appropriated to the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

 
3. The term “relating to” means, whether in whole or in part, involving, concerning, describing, 

evidencing, or otherwise connecting. 
 

4. The terms “and” and “or” shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or disjunctively 
to bring within the scope of this subpoena any information that might otherwise be construed 
to be outside its scope.  The term “any” means both any and all.  The singular includes the 
plural number, and vice versa.  The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders.  The 
use of a verb in any tense, mood, or voice shall be construed as the use of the verb in all other 
tenses, moods, or voices, as necessary to bring within the scope of this subpoena any 
information that might otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A 
  



 
 
 

November 19, 2024 
 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
 
The Honorable Robert Califf 
Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
 
Dr. Mandy Cohen 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Dear Secretary Becerra, Commissioner Califf, and Director Cohen: 
 
 The lack of transparency from your agencies during the Biden presidency has been 
appalling.  Your agencies’ refusal to provide complete and unredacted responses and documents 
to my numerous oversight letters on the development and safety of the COVID-19 vaccines has 
hindered Congressional oversight and has jeopardized the public’s health.   
 

In addition to hiding relevant information from Congress, your agencies have applied 
heavy redactions to public documents released under Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests.  These redactions have made many of these public documents hard to understand and, 
in countless instances, impossible to read.  What is clear from these excessive redactions, 
however, is a concerted effort to obscure Congress’ and the public’s understanding of your 
agencies’ detection of and response to COVID-19 vaccine adverse events such as myocarditis 
and pericarditis.  The following three examples from May 2021 highlight only a small fraction of 
communications and documents on myocarditis and pericarditis your agencies continue to 
conceal. 
 

I. Heavily Redacted Pfizer Report on Myocarditis and Pericarditis 
 

FOIA documents and public reporting indicate that in early 2021, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) received reports about post-vaccinated cases of myocarditis and 
pericarditis.1  By May 22, 2021, heavily redacted documents reveal that then-CDC Director 

                                                 
1 Zachary Stieber, Timeline: COVID-19 Vaccines and Myocarditis, Epoch Times, Apr. 22, 2024, 
https://www.theepochtimes.com/health/timeline-covid-19-vaccines-and-myocarditis-
5317985?utm_source=ref_share&utm_campaign=twitter&rs=SHRNCMMW; Ed Berkovich and Amy Kelly, 
FOIA’d CDC Emails Reveal Disturbing Myocarditis Timeline Warranting Investigation: Different Messaging 
Internally Vs. Publicly About COVID-19 Vaccines and Myocarditis, Daily Clout, Nov. 2, 2023, 
https://dailyclout.io/foiad-cdc-emails-reveal-disturbing-myocarditis-timeline-warranting-investigation/; FOIA 
production: https://childrenshealthdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/23-00056-for-2-24-2023-Close.pdf at 666-668, 
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As a result of the redactions contained in this Pfizer report and the CDC’s May 22, 2021 
email, it is unclear what information then-CDC Director Walensky received regarding cases of 
myocarditis and pericarditis associated with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.   
 
II. CDC’s Draft Alert on Myocarditis Risk  

 
Shortly after receiving Pfizer’s data on myocarditis and pericarditis then-CDC Director 

Walensky and other CDC officials, contemplated whether to issue a warning to the public about 
the risk of myocarditis among the vaccinated.6  In May 2021, CDC officials had drafted a Health 
Alert Network (HAN) message that would have warned the public about the risk of myocarditis.7  
According to CDC’s website, the HAN is “CDC’s primary method of sharing cleared 
information about urgent public health incidents with public information officers; federal, state, 
territorial, tribal, and local public health practitioners; clinicians; and public health laboratories.”8   

 
A partially redacted document shows that on May 23, 2021, then-CDC Director Rochelle 

Walensky received a draft of the HAN message on myocarditis.9  The draft HAN cited in the 
FOIA document was not produced.10 
 
  

                                                 
6 Zachary Stieber, EXCLUSIVE: Email Reveals Why CDC Didn’t Issue Alert on COVID Vaccines and 
Myocarditis, Epoch Times, Jan. 26, 2024, https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/exclusive-email-reveals-why-cdc-
didnt-issue-alert-on-covid-vaccines-and-myocarditis-5571675. 
7 Id. 
8 Health Alert Network (HAN), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Last Reviewed: Mar. 7, 2022, 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/. 
9 FOIA production: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K6B25XjBdKmjW5yEIEpZ1cvnr6jp3RAY/view at 315. 
10 Id. (records released in connection with this FOIA request do not contain a copy of the draft HAN attached to the 
May 23, 2021 email). 
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 The redactions in this email and the attachment make it impossible to know what “tough 
QA” the Biden White House wanted Walensky, Fauci, and Collins to have on hand.  Ultimately, 
despite your agencies’ awareness of the risks associated with the COVID-19 vaccines, the main 
talking point from these and other public health officials was uniform and entirely deceptive: the 
vaccines are safe and effective. 
 

# # # # 
 

 For the last several years, I have sent over 60 public letters to federal agencies on 
COVID-19 regarding the virus’ origins, early treatment, and the development and safety of the 
vaccines.  While your agencies have largely ignored or failed to fully cooperate with my 
oversight efforts, I can assure you that your obstruction will soon come to an end.  In the next 
Congress, when I become chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, any 
attempt by your agencies to withhold documents will be met with a subpoena. 
 
 Until then, my oversight work must continue and I, once again, call on you to provide full 
and complete responses to the following requests: 
 

1. An unredacted version of Enclosure 1. 
 

2. All versions of the draft 2021 HAN on myocarditis and communications referring or 
relating to the drafting of the HAN, the drafting of the clinical considerations on 
myocarditis, the decision to not release the HAN, and an unredacted version of Enclosure 
2.  
 

3. An unredacted version of Enclosure 3. 
 

I also call on your agencies to immediately preserve all records19 referring or relating to 
the development, safety, and efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccines.  Please provide the requested 
information no later than December 3, 2024.  Thank you for your attention. 
 
       Sincerely, 
        
 

 
 
Ron Johnson 

       Ranking Member 
       Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
Enclosures 
 

                                                 
19 “Records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, including letters, memoranda, reports, 
notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other electronically-created or stored information), 
calendar entries, inter-office communications, meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal 
communications, and drafts (whether or not they resulted in final documents). 
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cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
 The Honorable Christi Grimm  

Inspector General  
Department of Health and Human Services
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December 5, 2024 
 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
 
The Honorable Robert Califf 
Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
 
Dr. Mandy Cohen 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Dear Secretary Becerra, Commissioner Califf, and Director Cohen: 
 
 You have, once again, failed to respond to my oversight requests for documents and 
information relating to COVID-19 vaccine adverse events.  Most recently, on November 19, 
2024, I wrote to you requesting unredacted records, previously released through Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests, regarding your agencies’ detection of and response to 
myocarditis and pericarditis in post-vaccinated individuals.1  The response deadline for that letter 
was December 3, 2024 and, to date, my office has not received any of the requested information.  
It appears that even in the waning days of the Biden administration, your agencies will remain 
defiant in providing the public with complete information about the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
 Nevertheless, as I made clear in my November 19 letter, my oversight work must 
continue.  If it becomes necessary to subpoena these and other requested records in the next 
Congress when I become chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, I will do 
so. 
 
 As a follow-up to my November 19 letter requesting unredacted FOIA records relating to 
COVID-19 vaccine adverse events, I write today to highlight another example of your agencies’ 
response to concerning reports of myocarditis and pericarditis in post-vaccinated individuals.  
The timeline below details how, in early 2021, officials at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) were made aware of “a large 
number of reports” based on Israeli health data that showed “myocarditis, particularly in young 
people, following the administration of the Pfizer vaccine.”2 
 

                                                 
1 Letter from Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcomm. on Investigations, to Xavier Becerra, Secretary, 
Dep’t of Health and Human Services, et. al, Nov. 19, 2024, 
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/00AAFB3D-72EE-475F-94D5-66708B4AA86D. 
2 FOIA production: https://childrenshealthdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/23-00056-for-2-24-2023-Close.pdf at 
712. 
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revealed six cases of myocarditis, seven cases of myopericarditis, and 14 cases of pericarditis.”15  
The document noted:  
 

During this analysis period the reporting rate of myopericarditis following 
administration of the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines was low and estimated to be 0.7 
per million doses of vaccine administered.  However, the limitations of passive 
surveillance such as under-reporting, lack of a control group, missing and 
incomplete data make it challenging to assess causation.  Thus, FDA has not made 
a final determination regarding the causality between myopericarditis and the 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccines.  We will continue to monitor this outcome in active 
and passive surveillance.16 

 
 The document itself can be viewed in Enclosure 1.  It remains unclear whether this 
document or another version of it was shared with the Israeli Ministry of Health.  It is also 
unclear which FDA and CDC officials contributed to the document and when Israeli health 
officials shared that “they received reports of around 40 cases” of myocarditis/myopericarditis.17 
 

March 15, 2021 – March 31, 2021 
 

A collection of heavily-redacted FOIA records shows that on March 15, 2021, a CDC 
official who co-lead the Vaccine Safety Technical (VaST) Work Group began corresponding 
with an Israeli Ministry of Health official regarding “Covid-19 vaccine safety data.”18  On March 
16, 2021, the Ministry official wrote, “[w]e will be happy to share our data” and later that day, 
the CDC official responded “[t]hank you for this note and for your willingness to present to 
VaST.  We were hoping you could present on Monday, April 5.”19  Documents indicate that the 
Ministry official confirmed availability to present on April 5 and, on March 31, 2021, the CDC 
official requested that the Ministry official “send slides” ahead of the presentation.20 
 
 According to a public report, the slides that the Israeli Ministry of Health provided to the 
CDC showed that “by the end of March 2021, 5.2 million Israelis received the first dose of the 
vaccine and 4.8 million received the second dose.  The incidence of myocarditis following dose 
1 was 1.1 per million, and 11.7 per million following dose 2 — a 964% increase in incidence 
between the two.”21  The slide deck can be viewed in Enclosure 4. 
 
 
                                                 
15 Id. 
16 Id. at 715. 
17 Id. at 714. 
18 Id. at 726; Ed Berkovich and Amy Kelly, FOIA’d CDC Emails Reveal Disturbing Myocarditis Timeline 
Warranting Investigation: Different Messaging Internally Vs. Publicly About COVID-19 Vaccines and Myocarditis, 
Daily Clout, Nov. 2, 2023, https://dailyclout.io/foiad-cdc-emails-reveal-disturbing-myocarditis-timeline-warranting-
investigation/. 
19 FOIA production: https://childrenshealthdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/23-00056-for-2-24-2023-Close.pdf at 
725. 
20 Id. at 721-722. 
21 Brenda Baletti, Mounting Evidence Suggests CDC Hid Data on COVID Vaccines and Myocarditis, The Defender, 
Nov. 27, 2024, https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/mounting-evidence-cdc-hid-data-covid-vaccines-
myocarditis/. 
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deserves the complete truth about your agencies’ awareness of and lack of response to the 
glaring health risks associated with the COVID-19 vaccines.  Accordingly, I request you provide 
the following information by no later than December 19, 2024: 
 

1. An unredacted version of Enclosure 1. 
a. All records25 referring or relating to the drafting, review, and distribution of the 

attached document included and referenced in Enclosure 1. 
 

2. An unredacted version of Enclosure 2. 
 

3. An unredacted version of Enclosure 3. 
 

4. All records referring or relating to Enclosure 4 including communications between and 
among agency employees regarding data from the Israeli Ministry of Health on adverse 
events following COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

5. An unredacted version of Enclosure 5. 
 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 
        
 

 
 
Ron Johnson 

       Ranking Member 
       Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 
 The Honorable Christi Grimm  

Inspector General  
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

                                                 
myocarditis/; Letter from Brian Hooker, Chief Scientific Officer, Children’s Health Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, 
Dec. 2, 2024 (on file with Subcomm.). 
25 “Records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, including letters, memoranda, reports, 
notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other electronically-created or stored information), 
calendar entries, inter-office communications, meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal 
communications, and drafts (whether or not they resulted in final documents). 
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Enclosure 5 
 
 

 





 

December 13, 2024 

 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

Secretary 

Department of Health and Human Services 

 

Dear Secretary Becerra: 

 

In February 2020, Nature Microbiology published a paper by Drs. Michael Letko and 

Vincent Munster, two researchers at the National Institutes of Health’s research facility, Rocky 

Mountain Laboratories (RML), entitled “Functional assessment of cell entry and receptor usage 

for SARS-CoV-2 and other lineage B betacoronaviruses.”1  According to that paper, Drs. Letko 

and Munster purchased DNA sequences from Integrated DNA Technologies, Inc. (IDT).2  In 

October 2024, my office requested the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

authorize IDT to release the order forms to my office relating to Drs. Letko and Munster’s 

research.  To date, HHS has failed to comply with my office’s requests.  As a result of HHS’s 

failure to respond to my office’s requests, I am now sending this formal letter and putting HHS 

on notice—if HHS does not fully comply with the following requests by December 30, 2024, I 

will plan to subpoena this information when I become chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee 

on Investigations.  Please provide: 

 

1. All order forms for DNA sequences from or sent on behalf of employees at Rocky 

Mountain Laboratories, including Drs. Michael Letko and Vincent Munster, to Integrated 

DNA Technologies, Inc. from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020.  

 

2. All purchase receipts for orders of DNA sequences from or sent on behalf of employees 

at Rocky Mountain Laboratories, including Drs. Michael Letko and Vincent Munster, to 

Integrated DNA Technologies, Inc. from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Michael Letko, Andrea Marzi, and Vincent Munster, Functional assessment of cell entry and receptor usage for 

SARS-CoV-2 and other lineage B betacoronaviruses, Nature Microbiology, Feb. 24, 2020, 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-020-0688-y.  The preprint was published on Jan. 22, 2020.  See 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.01.22.915660v1.full.pdf; @quay_dr, Dr. Steven Quay, X, Apr. 17, 

2024, https://x.com/quay_dr/status/1780789005996666933. 
2 Michael Letko, Andrea Marzi, and Vincent Munster, Functional assessment of cell entry and receptor usage for 

SARS-CoV-2 and other lineage B betacoronaviruses, Nature Microbiology, Feb. 24, 2020, 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-020-0688-y at 568. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

        

 

Ron Johnson 

       Ranking Member 

       Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

 

cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 

Chairman 

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 

The Honorable Christi Grimm 

Inspector General 

Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 


