C.5B81l.1922.VI.

LEAGUS OF MATIONS.

GLNEVA, £9th . ugust,

COILIS.ION OR THE HOLY rLACES.

Note by the ..ecretasry-General.

Ir: the memorandum of the Vatican of wugust 15th,
1922, circulatod to the Members of the Council on
August 24th, 1922, (C.566.1922.VI), reference is made
to a memoraﬁdum from the ioly .ee of Junc 4th. This
memorandum had not been received in the ,ecretariat on
August £41th. '8 a result of encuiries made ty the
Secretary-Ceneral, the memoranduwun was forwvardied to the
Secretariat on .uguast 29th, 19fL.

It is now communicated to the i.embers of the

Council.

1922.



Lromslatioa.

MIORALDUL +1.CL THE VAVICAD

A S g e v —

Jith regaxrl to tiie Draft Eritish :.endate for jalestine,
whicin was 1.i¢ before the Secrctiriat of the League cof
ikations by Lord palfour in December 1920, and vhich will
be discuesed by the Councll of the League beiore July 15th

next, we desire to make the following observ:tions :

The o0ly see raises nc objection to the decision alrcady
taken by the League of Lations to entrust the llandate forx
lelestine to Great .ritein, for it Las slread; often lLad
occision to oxprcces its adwiration for the Jjust and

impartial spirit of that nation.

I'evertheless, the .oly .ee conceives it to be its duty
to reouest that certain articles in the valfour Iraft should
bec mocdified, in the interest of the noble British nation,
which wouvld surely desire that the liendate for [alestine
should be administered in an atmosphere of peace and without
causing any unsasiness 1o the religious sentiwent of the

peoples concerned.

sccording to these articles
1. 7The Jeus would enjoy in :aulestine a privileged and
preconderating wosition as compared with Cathelies and other
nationalities ind creeds.
2. 'The righ.s of the Christien communities ~ and especially

those of vatholics - ivould not be adecuately safepuarded.

7ith rcgard to the first point, although in the . reambls,

which aims at the establishment of a national home for the
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Jewish people, the ialiour ra:t guarantees that "nothing
should be done vhich night prejudice the civil and
religious righte of existin: non-Jewish comi.unities in
iralestine™; nevertheless, ii appears irom the wording of
certain ariicles that there is an intention to confer a
definitely .reponderctinz influence, from an economic,
administrative and political point oif view, on the Jewish

element as cowm_.ared vith the other nationalities and oreeds.

In tke Lalfour Jrait
(a) . Jeiish asgency which is nothing less than the very
influential Lionist organisation, is recognised as a public
body (..rtiole 4);
(b) This Jewish agency is given the r8le of co-operating
with the administration of .alestinc and ig endowed with
very wide powers, even in questions regarding "the develop-
ment of the country";
(¢} The immigration of Jewvs is encouraged (.rt., 7); a:d
care is taken to nrovide and to facilitate a "close setile-
ment" for Jews, who are even to receive grants of .tate
lands or waste lands (art. 6); they are also to be given
preference in connectioa with contraets for public works

(Art. 11).

The efiect of all these ﬁroviaicné of the Jrait, tending
to give the Jeuish element a definitely preponderating
intfluence over 2ll ihe other races and creeds of aleatine,
appears to be not only e serious injury to the established
rights of the latter, but also to be incompatible with
article 22 of the Tre ty of Versailles, which deiined the
nature and the objects of all . andates. .ccording to this

Article, a llandste is a tutelazge which is sssumed by some



pover for the bencfit oi "2soples noi yet acle t¢ stend by
themsclves under the strenuous conditions of the modern orld";
and its object is "a sacred trust of civilisation”, unamely,

nthe well-beins and development o such peogles .

he passcges Just cuoted are obviously incompeiible
with & lLiundate which would prove tc be an instziumentc zor the
gsubjecticn oi native Cotholics and races or of reli ious

conuyunities, ior tho bencfit of enother natiionality or creed.

-8 recavds the cecond _.oint, special atiention should be
{irected to .rtiecle 1l& oi the _2liour Jraft, which psrovid:cs,
in conformity -ith .riicle 9 oi the Trsaty of .evres, for a
"ssecial Commission to study and regulate all cuestions and

claims relaiing tc the cifferent relisious communities .

Tue Holry .ec deosires ot once to siate thaet it could never
agree that this Comuisscion shoull consider itself entitled to
discuss the cuestion oi the ownership of tihe Holy _laces,
zimoel all of vhic¢h have ior centuries - ceven wader the Zurkish

domination - slways remained in ithe uniisturbed ossession of

Catholics.

The Holy see further venlures to remark thati the Compission,
28 provided for in .rticle 14 ¢f ¢he Baliour Lrait, vould be
unable to arrive at any concrete result. ince all the creecs
concerned a:xc Lo De re.resented upon the .ommission, it is
only too wrobaple thal violent cdissensions may arise within that
‘body, the inevitable result of which vill be & cowbination of
all the otaer member: & ainst those of the relicion vaich is in
rossession of the narticular Holy ilace in cuestion. The
result will be vo make any recsoned decision by the Lommission

impossible.
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for this re son thec Holy Lee Las alrealy ventured to
sug;.est to the emineui Council oif the i.ca'ue of _ations that
the Com.ission mentioned mignht be com osed oi the uousuls
maint ined in the Holy Land by the over: represented on the
Council, whilst tho_.e o:x the o0.ers i.ho do nou m_intain a
Congul in the o0lx Land chould be ::iven the right to & .ciat

ainotner representative u on the Counission.

It is true tuct by the yrovizions of riicle 95 of the

-1

tre:ty of ubvres, thig Ccumisuicn sheuld be a.pointed by

Great oritain; the Hol; .ee, however, cntertains the hope thﬁt,
with ite enlizhtened views, the Council of the .eague oi
Ketions, to which the consideraticn of the _alfour nroject is
rescrved, will rezlisce¢ the necescsity of cecerting the modifica-
tion sus;ested above, or of one similur vo it, in order that
the decisicns oi the Comcission may be re.chcd in o reasonable
and impartial etmoshcre, and may thus be the more easily
acceoted by the  arties concerned. In add¢ition, the Holy

see sees no objection to re_re.entatives of the various
religious comnunities sitting upon the Commission, ‘rovided,

howvever, that they act merely in sn alvisory c..pacity.

. he Vacvican.

June 4th, 19 2.



